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Mark 3:7-12 
 
Verse 7-8 
Jesus withdrew with his disciples to the lake, and a large crowd from 
Galilee followed. When they heard all he was doing, many people came to 
him from Judea, Jerusalem, Idumea, and the regions across the Jordan 
and around Tyre and Sidon.  

• Jesus’  reputation spread. As a result people began to come to him 
from everywhere. Large crowds from a wide area came to Jesus.  

 
Verse 9-10 
Because of the crowd he told his disciples to have a small boat ready for 
him, to keep the people from crowding him. For he had healed many, so 
that those with diseases were pushing forward to touch him. 

• The crowd pressed close to Jesus. Those who were sick wanted to 
touch him in hope of being cured. Jesus had a boat ready so that he 
could get in the boat and put out a little way from the beach. From 
there he could teach without being pushed into the water by the people 
trying to get closer to him. 

 
Verse 11-12 
Whenever the evil spirits saw him, they fell down before him and cried out, 
“You are the Son of God.” But he gave them strict orders not to tell who 
he was.  

• Evil spirits were present in the crowd. These spirits knew who Jesus 
was and freely bore witness to what they knew. They were willing to 
tell everyone that Jesus was the Son of God. However, Jesus would 
not allow them to testify about him.  
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