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Mark 4:21-25 
 
Verse 21 
He said to them, “Do you bring in a lamp to put it under a bowl or a bed? 
Instead, don’t you put it on its stand?” 

• Again, Jesus was teaching by using a parable, a short story with a 
singular point.  

• In this case, the story involved the use of a lamp. Everyone was 
familiar with lamps. They were lit to give light to the house when it 
was dark. No one would light a lamp and hide it under a bowl or a 
bed. Doing so would defeat the purpose of lighting the lamp. Instead 
they put it in the place where its light could provide the greatest 
advantage.  

 
Verse 22-23 
“For whatever is hidden is meant to be disclosed, and whatever is 
concealed is meant to be brought out into the open. If anyone has ears to 
hear, let him hear.” 

• The point of Jesus’ story is this: a lighted lamp is not meant to be 
hidden but to be exposed. Some scholars say that he is speaking of 
himself as the “Light of the World.” The truth about who he is cannot 
be hidden. Others say that he is speaking of truth in general. Truth is 
always truth and its truthfulness cannot be concealed. Truth will show 
itself for what it is, truth! 

 
Verse 24-25 
“Consider carefully what you hear,” he continued. “With the measure you 
use, it will be measured to you -- and even more. Whoever has will be 
given more; whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken from 
him.”  
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• The phrase, “he continued,” is meant to connect what follows with 
the parable that Jesus taught above concerning lamps. This is not the 
introduction of something new but the continuing explanation of the 
parable. 

• First Jesus tells his hearers to listen to carefully to what they hear. 
Then they are to measure it. A “measure” is a ruler. They are to 
compare what they hear with what they know to be true. They are to 
ask themselves if what they hear is, indeed, truth. 

• Consider the preceding parable, Mark 4:1-20. There, Jesus talked 
about the hearts of various people. Some are open to truth; some are 
not open to truth. Some seem to be open but are not so in fact. People 
use various kinds of rulers to measure truth. Some are accurate, some 
are not. However, what you get is determined by how you measure. If 
your ruler is defective, you will not know truth when you see it or 
hear it. Therefore, it is “measured out to you” by the way you 
measure. 

• Likewise, he who uses a reliable ruler will find more truth when he 
uses his measure. He will gain more knowledge of who or what is 
true. However, he who measures with a faulty ruler will always come 
up short.  
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