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Mark 4:30-34 
 
Verse 30 
Again he said, “What shall we say the kingdom of God is like, or what 
parable shall we use to describe it? 

• Again, Jesus was teaching by using a parable, a short story with a 
singular point.  

• He is seeking to find an illustration that will describe the Church, the 
Kingdom of God, to his hearers.  

 
Verse 31-32 
“It is like a mustard seed, which is the smallest seed you plant in the 
ground. Yet when planted it grows and becomes the largest of all garden 
plants, with such big branches that the birds of the air can perch in its 
shade.” 

• To illustrate his point, Jesus uses that which was familiar to those 
listening to him. Even though it is not the smallest of all seeds, the 
people who listened to Jesus used the mustard seed as a symbol of 
small things. Jesus used this common thought. Perhaps because he 
was standing near a mustard shrub. 

• Mustard shrubs grow ten feet tall. Compared to the size of the plant 
which grew from it, the seed seemed extremely small.  

• Jesus’ point was that the Kingdom of God was like the mustard plant. 
It grew from small beginnings, just he and his disciples, to become a 
world wide body. 

 
Verse 33 
With many similar parables Jesus spoke the word to them, as much as they 
could understand.  
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• Jesus used simple illustrations to make his teachings clear. He taught 
the people in such a way as to make allowance for their inability to 
understand. He gave them the truth in small pieces.  

 
Verse 34 
He did not say anything to them without using a parable. But when he was 
alone with his own disciples, he explained everything. 

• Jesus taught in parables to make truth more easily understood to all 
who listened.  

• He took special care to be sure that his teaching was understood by 
those he was training, the disciples. 
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