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Mark 6:14-29 
 
Verse 14-16 
King Herod heard about this, for Jesus’ name had become well known. 
Some were saying, “John the Baptist has been raised from the dead, and 
that is why miraculous powers are at work in him.” Others said, “He is 
Elijah.” And still others claimed, “He is a prophet, like one of the prophets 
of long ago.” But when Herod heard this, he said, “John, the man I 
beheaded, has been raised from the dead!” 

• Jesus’ reputation spread throughout the region and people began to 
speculate as to who he might be and as to why he was visited with 
miraculous powers. The sending out of the twelve and their success 
caused increased speculation among the people as to who Jesus was.  

• There were three popular theories as to who Jesus was: 
1. King Herod (not Herod the Great who ruled Israel at the time of 

Jesus’ birth, but Herod Antipas, the son of Herod the Great, 
who ruled Judea after his father’s death) and others believed 
that Jesus was John the Baptist raised from the dead. 

2. Others said that Jesus was Elijah. Many Jews believed that the 
prophet Elijah would return to earth to prepare the way for the 
coming of Israel’s Messiah. 

3. Still others reasoned that Jesus was a prophet in the style of 
Isaiah or Jeremiah. It had been 400 years since Israel had had 
such a prophet. The Jews believed that this long silence was an 
indication of God’s displeasure. The coming of a prophet would 
indicate that God’s favor had been restored to his people.  

It is of interest to note that no one believed Jesus was the Messiah. 
While they were all close, no one truly understood who it was who 
was among them.  

• Herod was particularly distressed, as we shall see, because he believed 
that Jesus was John the Baptist raised from the dead. 
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Verse 17-20 
For Herod himself had given orders to have John arrested, and he had 
him bound and put in prison. He did this because of Herodias, his brother 
Philip’s wife, whom he had married. For John had been saying to Herod, 
“It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.” So Herodias nursed 
a grudge against John and wanted to kill him. But she was not able to 
because Herod feared John and protected him, knowing him to be a 
righteous and holy man. When Herod heard John, he was greatly puzzled; 
yet he liked to listen to him. 

• Herod’s fears were magnified because he was responsible for John’s 
arrest, imprisonment, and execution.  

• The problem concerned Herodias who was, at the time, married to 
Herod. She was the granddaughter of Herod the Great. That would 
make her the niece of Herod Antipas to whom she was married at the 
time of John’s death. But prior to being married to her uncle Herod 
Antipas, she had been married to her uncle Herod Philip. While 
visiting his brother, Herod Antipas had seduced Herodias, his niece 
and his brother’s wife. He convinced her to leave her husband and to 
marry him. John condemned this behavior on the basis of the Law of 
Moses (see Lev. 18:16). In condemning this immoral behavior, John 
made an enemy of Herodias. 

• Herodias wanted John executed but Herod protected John. He knew 
that John was a man of God. He liked John’s message and knew he 
should respond to John’s call of repentance, but was unable to 
respond.  

 
Verse 21 
Finally the opportune time came. On his birthday Herod gave a banquet 
for his high officials and military commanders and the leading men of the 
Galilee.   

• Herodias simply waited for the right moment to get her way. That 
moment came at Herod’s birthday party.  

 
Verse 22-23 
When the daughter of Herodias came in and danced, she pleased Herod 
and his dinner guests. The king said to the girl, “Ask me for anything you 
want, and I’ll give it to you.” And he promised her with an oath, 
“Whatever you ask I will give you, up to half of my kingdom.”  
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• Historians say that the daughter of Herodias was named Salome and 
that she later married her great-uncle, Herod Phillip, who had 
previously been her mother’s husband. 

• On this day she danced a lascivious dance that drove Herod Antipas 
out of his mind. He was so impressed with his step-daughter’s skills 
that he offered to give her anything she wanted from him up to half of 
his kingdom.  

 
Verse 24-25 
She went out and said to her mother, “What shall I ask for?” “The head of 
John the Baptist,” she answered. At once the girl hurried in to the king 
with the request: “I want you to give me right now the head of John the 
Baptist on a platter.” 

• Unsure what to request, Salome went to her evil mother for advice. 
Seeing the opportunity to work her evil desires, Herodias told Salome 
to request the immediate execution of John the Baptist. The girl 
followed her mother’s request without scruple! 

 
Verse 26 
The king was greatly distressed, but because of his oaths and his dinner 
guests, he did not want to refuse her. 

• Clearly, Herod knew that it was wrong to give in to this request. But 
because he had given his word to give her anything she asked in front 
of his guests, he felt bound to give her the evil thing she asked of him. 

 
Verse 27-29 
So he immediately sent an executioner with others to bring John’s head. 
The man went, beheaded John in the prison, and brought back his head 
on a platter. He presented it to the girl, and she gave it to her mother. On 
hearing of this, John’s disciples came and took his body and laid it in a 
tomb. 

• So Herod ordered John to be executed. He had John beheaded and he 
had John’s head presented to Salome on a plate. She, in turn, carried it 
obediently, to her mother. 
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