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Mark 6:30-44 
 
Verse 30 
The apostles gathered around Jesus and reported to him all they had done 
and taught. 

• See Mark 6:6b-13. Jesus had sent the twelve out 2 by 2. This story 
follows that.  

• First, the disciples tell Jesus what had happened when they were out 
by themselves. 

 
Verse 31 
Then, because so many people were coming and going that they did not 
even have a chance to eat, he said to them, “Come with me by yourselves 
to a quiet place and get some rest.” 

• The demands of the crowd made it impossible for Jesus to listen to the 
reports that the Apostles were trying to give. So Jesus suggested that 
they all go apart from the crowd to rest.  

 
Verse 32-33 
So they went away by themselves in a boat to a solitary place. But many 
who saw them leaving recognized them and ran on foot from all the towns 
and got there ahead of them.   

• Jesus could not escape notice. People saw him and the Apostles in the 
boat and followed on the shore. Guessing where Jesus was headed, 
they raced ahead and got to the spot before he did.  

 
Verse 34 
When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them, 
because they were like sheep without a shepherd. So he began teaching 
them many things.  
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• Jesus was impressed by the diligence of the people and recognized 
that they were needy. So he, once again, began to teach them.  

 
Verse 35-36 
By this time it was late in the day, so his disciples came to him. “This is a 
remote place,” they said, “and it’s already very late. Send the people away 
so they can go to the surrounding countryside and villages and buy 
themselves something to eat.” 

• As it was getting late in the day, the disciples were concerned that the 
crowd be sent home. As they went, they would be able to buy 
themselves something to eat. The disciples brought this plan to Jesus’ 
attention. 

 
Verse 37 
But he answered, “You give them something to eat.” They said to him, 
“That would take eight months of a man’s wages! Are we to go and spend 
that much on bread and give it to them to eat?” 

• Jesus suggested another plan. He suggested that the disciples feed the 
crowd. 

• To the disciples, this was impossible. To feed the crowd would cost 
almost ¾ of a year’s salary for the average man. They ask Jesus if he 
intends for them to spend so much to feed the crowd. The issue is not 
that they do not have the money to spend. The issue is the practicality 
of spending so much for this single purpose. 

 
Verse 38 
“How many loaves do you have?” he asked. “Go and see.” When they 
found out, they said, “Five -- and two fish.” 

• Jesus did not answer the question. Instead he told the men to go and 
see what they actually had. They had five buns and two little fish. Not 
enough to feed the crowd. So they told Jesus.  

• What they had was not enough to accomplish the task. 
 
Verse 39-40 
Then Jesus directed them to have all the people sit down in groups on the 
green grass. So they sat down in groups of hundreds and fifties. 

• Jesus was undaunted by the shortage of supplies. Without any 
hesitation, he set to feeding the large crowd dividing them into groups 
for easier management. 
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Verse 41a 
Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave 
thanks and broke the loaves. 

• Before serving the meal, Jesus gave thanks for it. Even though it was 
not enough for the job, he was grateful to God for what was given. 

 
Verse 41b 
Then he gave them to his disciples to set before the people. He also divided 
the two fish among them all. 

• Jesus then had the disciples begin to distribute the food to the crowd. 
 
Verse 42-44 
They all ate and were satisfied, and the disciples picked up twelve 
basketfuls of broken pieces of bread and fish. The number of men who 
had eaten was five thousand. 

• The entire crowd of 5000 men plus women and children was served 
and satisfied. 

• Each disciple collected a full basket of leftovers -- 12 baskets full, one 
for each disciple. 

• There was more at the end than there had been at the beginning.  
 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled He Feeds Us. They have been 
prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at Cornerstone Fellowship, Coatesville 
Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Cornerstone Fellowship & The Reverend Doctor Charles H. 
Jensen. They are used here by permission.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 


