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Mark 8:22-26 
 
Verse 22 
They came to Bethsaida, and some people brought a blind man and 
begged Jesus to touch him. 

• A blind man was brought to, led to, Jesus apparently by concerned 
friends. They wanted Jesus to “touch him” because they associated 
Jesus’ touch with healing. Again, the surface issue is food, bread. 
Apparently, the disciples had failed to provide supplies for their 
journey. They had only one loaf of bread with them.  

 
Verse 23 
He took the blind man by the hand and led him outside the village. When 
he had spit on the man’s eyes and put his hands on him, Jesus asked, “Do 
you see anything?”  

• As in Mark 7:31-35, Jesus took the man away from the crowd. After 
having isolated the man, Jesus spit on his eyes and laid his hands on 
the man, perhaps on the man’s eyes. 

• Jesus then asked the man if he could see. Apparently, Jesus knew that 
the man could not see clearly. While we do not understand the matter 
clearly, the text implies that the man’s participation in the miracle was 
necessary before his sight could be totally restored. 

 
Verse 24 
He looked up and said, “I see people; they look like trees walking 
around.”    

• The man’s response is troubling. How could a man blind from birth 
know what trees looked like? How could he know that what he was 
seeing was abnormal? Apparently, he had not always been blind. Was 
Jesus’ question designed to reveal that the man had always had some 
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sight? Was Jesus showing the man that no secrets were hidden from 
him? Was the man’s problem more spiritual than physical? 

 
Verse 25 
Once more Jesus put his hands on the man’s eyes. Then his eyes were 
opened, his sight was restored, and he saw everything clearly.    

• After the simple conversation above, Jesus again touched the man’s 
eyes and his sight was perfectly restored.  

 
Verse 26 
Jesus sent him home, saying, “Don’t go into the village.” 

• Jesus told the man to go back to his home but to go there so as not to 
be among the crowd in the village. Some scholars say that Jesus did 
miracles like this one in secret because he knew he was being watched 
by the powerful religious forces of his day. He did not want to give 
them cause to move against him until it was time. 
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