Exegetical Notes, Matthew 28:1-10
“The Power of Our King”
Prepared by Charles H. Jensen, Pastor, Cornerfstiosvship
101 Kylies Road, Coatesville, PA 19329
610-384-1375
charleshjensen@aol.com

Matthew 28:1-10

Verse 1
After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of tveek, Mary Magdalene
and the other Mary went to look at the tomb.

» Since the Jewish Sabbath is Saturday, these ecaktplace at dawn
on Sunday morning.

* The “other Mary” is not the mother of Jesus butilie of Clopas
(see Matthew 27:56).

» Apparently, their concern was to make sure thatyghimg was right
at the tomb. They may have wanted to enter the tonalmoint the
body of Jesus, but the heavy stone would have mamnlance to the
tomb impossible for them since they were not stremgugh to move
it. Thus, all they could hope to do was look atttirab.

Verse 2
There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of therd came down from
heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled back the @nd sat on it.

» The proper translation of the Greek text is, “Ndwre had been an
earthquake.” The earthquake and the accompanyegt®did not
occur as the women approached the tomb but bdfeyestarted to go
there.

» Apparently, the earthquake was the angelic foreel is move the
stone.

» By sitting on the stone, the angel indicates hisrition to prevent it
from being moved back into place by any agent. difgel, not the
Roman soldiers, then becomes the true guardigmedbmb.

Verse 3
His appearance was like lightning, and his clothegre white as snow.



» The angel was an impressive fellow. He has a stglyl bright
appearance.

Verse 4
The guards were so afraid of him that they shookdamecame like dead
men.
* The Roman soldiers were so overwhelmed by the sigthe angel
that they were powerless to do anything.

Verse 5
The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, foknow that you are
looking for Jesus, who was crucified.”

» The women are also frightened by the appearantteeaingel.
However, while he ignores the guards who are nelting Jesus, he
tells the women who are seeking him not to be @ffBne intention of
the women seems to be the difference. They areendered helpless
in the presence of the angel.

Verse 6
“He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Cemnd see the place
where he lay.”

* The angel tells the women three truths: First, desuaot there.
Second, he has risen from the dead. Third, alviais in perfect
accord with what Jesus had told his disciples Ksatthew 16:21;
17:22; and 20:18-19).

* He then invites them to confirm the news for theresby seeing
that the tomb is empty.

Verse 7

“Then go quickly and tell his disciples; ‘He hasgen from the dead and is
going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will seen.” Now | have told
you.”

» Having given the women the basic facts and configithe news to
them by showing them where Jesus’ body had beerarigel
commissions them to share the news with othercifsgadly, they
are commissioned to go and tell the disciples twesthat they have
received.

* They are given a threefold message for the dissifplest, they are to
tell that Jesus is raised. Second, they are tdhieldisciples that Jesus



Is going ahead of them into Galilee. Third, they tar explain that
there they will see him.

* The final phrase indicates that the angel has ceteglhis
assignment.

Verse 8
So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yéed with joy, and
ran to tell his disciples.
» The sight of the angel and the news of Jesus’ restion left the
women emotionally confused. They were afraid aheldfiwith joy.
* They hurried to fulfill the commission that they neeagiven.

Verse 9
Suddenly Jesus met them. “Greetings,” he said. Tlrayne to him, clasped
his feet and worshiped him.
* As the women were hurrying away from the tomb Jdsusself,
appeared to them.
» His greeting to them is the usual greeting thaiis would exchange.
* They know him and fall down in homage to worshimhi

Verse 10
Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid. Go aetl my brothers to go
to Galilee; there they will see me.”
» Jesus extends the same commission to the woméeyyabad
received from the angel. They are to go and telldisciples that they
will meet with him in Galilee.

Verse 11
While the women were on their way, some of the gisawent into the city
and reported to the chief priests everything thatchhappened.

* The women were on their way to accomplish the casion that
Jesus had given them; to go and tell the disciplaishe was risen and
that he would meet them in Galilee. See Matthew @8:

* When the women first came to the tomb they fourdgihards
rendered helpless by fear. See Matthew 28:4. Tépesels had been
given a specific mission. They were to guard tmeli@f Jesus so as
to keep his followers from stealing the body andrfg the
resurrection. They had failed in this mission. Tiaifure could have
resulted in their death. So some of the soldiersyder to cover



themselves and point to others for the group’sifailreported about
the happenings to the chief priests.

Verse 12-14

When the chief priests had met with the elders ateVised a plan, they
gave the soldiers a large sum of money, tellingrthéYou are to say, ‘His
disciples came during the night and stole him awakile we were asleep.’
If this report gets to the governor, we will satysim and keep you out of
trouble.”

The chief priests quickly consulted after they dethe report of the
guards and devised a damage control plan:

+ First, they agreed to bribe the guards with gddmancial reward.
+ Second, the guards were to take blame for thaéaby claiming
that they had fallen asleep while on duty.

+ Third, the story that the guards were to telswaignore the actual
circumstances of the resurrection and to repottlsus’ disciples
had come at night, crept past the sleeping guaaiselessly rolled
back the huge stone that sealed the entrance tortiie and stolen
the body of Jesus.

The chief priests promised to take care of anyeissalated to the
soldiers’ failure while on duty, a crime punishabledeath, if the
governor heard about it and wanted to act agduestiérelict soldiers.
This was what the soldiers hoped to gain by gainipé chief priests
in the first place.

Verse 15
So the soldiers took the money and did as they wes&ucted. And this
story has been widely circulated among the Jewthis very day.

The soldiers had nothing to lose and everythinggio by cooperating
with the chief priests. Not only were they savaahfrpotential
execution for dereliction of duty but they were egded financially

for cooperating with the priests.

To this very day, as recently as Sunday, Marcl2288, this tale is
still told, usually for the same reasons, finangah and/or self-
protection. In the case of the soldiers, both eSéhreasons were
operative. The chief priests lied about the circdamses and
circulated this false report to protect themselMfedesus rose from the
dead, he was Israel’'s Messiah and the chief priregtded the case for
his crucifixion.



Verse 16-17

Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to theumtain where Jesus
had told them to go. When they saw him, they wopsd him; but some
doubted.

The women accomplished the commission that Jesligilian them;
to go and tell the disciples that he was risentaatihe would meet
them in Galilee. See Matthew 28:10. The disciplestto Galilee, as
they were told to do, to see Jesus.

The disciples went to the “mountain where Jesustbladhem to go.”
Apparently, in his pre-crucifixion teaching, Jesasl told the
disciples where he would meet them if, for any oeatie was
separated from them. So, they went to that plageatbfor him after
the women told them the news of his resurrectiord,An fact, Jesus
did come to them there.

When they saw Jesus, they recognized him and toheshiped him.
Jesus’ form was not altered by death. He appearbs disciples in
the same body that had died.

Even so, some of the disciples were unsure. Regiomefrom the
dead is not normal, nor logical. Despite what tbay, it was hard to
credit the facts. How could someone return fromgtave? For many
people today, this remains the stumbling block. iBtltis is not true,
then the Bible lies, Christians are misguided, thede is no life after
death.

Verse 18
Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority ieaven and on earth
has been given to me.

Verses 18-20 are called the Great Commission. @ieegribe the
purpose of the Church in every age and time. WhikeGreat
Commission is most fully explained in the GospeMatthew, it is
repeated in all four Gospels and in the book oBAct

In his opening remarks, Jesus establishes histogéd commission
the Church. “All power,” the word translated “autiy’ in the NIV,
means power. The word “all” means that no powerideesn withheld
from Jesus. Because God has invested him with uelinpower, he
has the authority to commission the Church. Jgsmser is not
limited to the Kingdom of God, heaven. It extendsraall the
“earth,” over all other kingdoms and authorities.



Verse 19-20

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, hiamg them in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spjrand teaching them to
obey everything | have commanded you. And suredyr with you always,
to the very end of the age.”

The “therefore” refers to the fact stated in vek8eNamely, that
Jesus now has all authority or power.

The grammar in this passage is extremely impottanhderstand if
we would understand the commission that Jesustgabe Church.

+ The word “go” in the English text appears to bmamand.
However in the Greek text it is a participle. THere, it is correctly
translated, “going.” It simply means that while Ghans are going
about the routines of everyday life they are to endisciples.

+ The words, “make disciples” are the command. Wlestus
commands the church to do is to go out into lifd,avhile living life,
make disciplesTHIS IS THE PURPOSE OF THE CHURCH, TO
MAKE DISCIPLES.

+ The first step in the process of disciple making “baptizing.”
The word is properly translated baptizing, for ltke word “go” in
verse 18, it is a participle. It is a word thaticades process. It means
that the first step in disciple making is to helpaential disciple to
understand who Jesus is and what Jesus came hd@dd. When the
potential disciple knows these things and profeta#sin Jesus, we
baptize him/her to indicate that they are now lvelis, disciples,
Christians. But this is only the first step in fr®cess of making a
disciple.

+ The second step in the process of disciple makimg“teaching.”
This word, too, is a process word, a participlaeAt person becomes
a disciple they need to be taught how to be aplescihey are not
expected to know everything that they need to kabout
discipleship from the beginning. Those who havernled more are to
instruct the initiates even as they themselveslgare about being a
disciple, themselves. The goal is to teach begundisciples
everything that Jesus taught. This will requirdetime of learning.
The goal of this learning is obedience to the entiord of God.

At the close of the Gospel of Matthew the promit&esus’ birth is
repeated. Immanuel! God will be with us as we eegaghe process
of making disciples, and he will stay with us asdweso until the
close of the age, until the time when disciple mghks over because



He has returned to gather the faithful into thdenihial kingdom of
God.
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