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NUMBERS 18:1-32

Verses 1-7

The LorD said to Aaron, “You, your sons and your family are to bear the
responsibility for offenses connected with the sanctuary, and you and your
sons alone are to bear the responsibility for offenses connected with the
priesthood. 2Bring your fellow Levites from your ancestral tribe to join
you and assist you when you and your sons minister before the tent of the
covenant law. ® They are to be responsible to you and are to perform all the
duties of the tent, but they must not go near the furnishings of the
sanctuary or the altar. Otherwise both they and you will die. * They are to
join you and be responsible for the care of the tent of meeting—all the
work at the tent—and no one else may come near where you are. “You are
to be responsible for the care of the sanctuary and the altar, so that my
wrath will not fall on the Israelites again. ® I myself have selected your
fellow Levites from among the Israelites as a gift to you, dedicated to the
LorD to do the work at the tent of meeting. * But only you and your sons
may serve as priests in connection with everything at the altar and inside
the curtain. | am giving you the service of the priesthood as a gift. Anyone
else who comes near the sanctuary is to be put to death.”

e These verses are clearly connected with Numbers 17:12-13. The
people were afraid that they had offended God by their failure to trust
him and obey him, and by supporting Korah's rebellion against Moses
and Aaron. They are afraid to come before God at the Tent of Meeting
for fear that they will be killed in judgment. So God makes it clear
that part of the job of the priests is to make sure that the people obey
the rules when they come before God at the Tent of Meeting. The
priests will be held responsible if the people violate the rules
regarding the Tent of Meeting.

e The rule is very simple. While the people may come to the Tent of
Meeting to meet with God, no one but Aaron, his sons, and the other
members of their extended family (the tribe of Levi) may ever enter



the tent. And no one but the priests may actually touch the furniture in
the tent.

e While the entire tribe of Levi (22,000 men) is chosen to assist Moses
and Aaron at the tent, and in moving the tent, they are all responsible
to Aaron. If they disobey the rules related to the Tent of Meeting, the
priests, Aaron and his sons, will be held responsible before God. The
offending party and the priests in charge will die.

e The point is that the people have been forgiven for their rebellion,
however, now the priests are responsible for making sure that the
people obey God at the Tent of Meeting.

e (God makes it very clear that he has chosen Aaron and his sons to
serve as Israel's priests. He makes it very clear that the role of the
Levites is to assist the priests. He makes it clear that though these jobs
bring great responsibilities, they are to be regarded as gifts from God.
God's gifts always bring responsibilities.

Verses 8-20

Then the LoRD said to Aaron, “I myself have put you in charge of the
offerings presented to me; all the holy offerings the Israelites give me |
give to you and your sons as your portion, your perpetual share. ° You are
to have the part of the most holy offerings that is kept from the fire. From
all the gifts they bring me as most holy offerings, whether grain or sin or
guilt offerings, that part belongs to you and your sons. *° Eat it as
something most holy; every male shall eat it. You must regard it as holy.

1 “This also is yours: whatever is set aside from the gifts of all the wave
offerings of the Israelites. I give this to you and your sons and daughters
as your perpetual share. Everyone in your household who is ceremonially
clean may eat it.

2« give you all the finest olive oil and all the finest new wine and grain
they give the LoRD as the firstfruits of their harvest. > All the land’s
firstfruits that they bring to the LorD will be yours. Everyone in your
household who is ceremonially clean may eat it.

“«Everything in Israel that is devoted to the LoRD is yours. ** The first
offspring of every womb, both human and animal, that is offered to the
LORD is yours. But you must redeem every firstborn son and every
firstborn male of unclean animals. ** When they are a month old, you must



redeem them at the redemption price set at five shekels of silver, according
to the sanctuary shekel, which weighs twenty gerahs.

7«“But you must not redeem the firstborn of a cow, a sheep or a goat; they
are holy. Splash their blood against the altar and burn their fat as a food
offering, an aroma pleasing to the LorD. *® Their meat is to be yours, just
as the breast of the wave offering and the right thigh are yours.

¥ Whatever is set aside from the holy offerings the Israelites present to the
LoRrD | give to you and your sons and daughters as your perpetual share.
It is an everlasting covenant of salt before the LorD for both you and your
offspring.”

?*The LoRrb said to Aaron, “You will have no inheritance in their land,
nor will you have any share among them; | am your share and your
inheritance among the Israelites.

e Because the Levites are not to receive a portion of the Promised Land,
Aaron and his descendants are given the offerings of Israel as their
rightful inheritance. Since they are responsible for caring for the
religious life of the nation, they will have no time to farm or work the
land. This was God’s decree to care for them

Verses 21-24
“I give to the Levites all the tithes in Israel as their inheritance in return
for the work they do while serving at the tent of meeting. > From now on
the Israelites must not go near the tent of meeting, or they will bear the
consequences of their sin and will die. It is the Levites who are to do the
work at the tent of meeting and bear the responsibility for any offenses
they commit against it. This is a lasting ordinance for the generations to
come. They will receive no inheritance among the Israelites. ?* Instead, |
give to the Levites as their inheritance the tithes that the Israelites present
as an offering to the LorD. That is why I said concerning them: “They will
have no inheritance among the Israelites.””
e Because the others members of the tribe of Levi will not inherit a
portion of the Promised Land, they are to be given the Israelites' tithes
as their rightful portion.

Verses 25-32

The LoRD said to Moses, 2° “Speak to the Levites and say to them: ‘When
you receive from the Israelites the tithe | give you as your inheritance, you
must present a tenth of that tithe as the LorD’s offering. *’ Your offering



will be reckoned to you as grain from the threshing floor or juice from the
winepress. 2 In this way you also will present an offering to the LorD from
all the tithes you receive from the Israelites. From these tithes you must
give the LORD’s portion to Aaron the priest.  You must present as the
LoRD’s portion the best and holiest part of everything given to you.’
30«3y to the Levites: “When you present the best part, it will be reckoned
to you as the product of the threshing floor or the winepress. *! You and
your households may eat the rest of it anywhere, for it is your wages for
your work at the tent of meeting. * By presenting the best part of it you
will not be guilty in this matter; then you will not defile the holy offerings
of the Israelites, and you will not die.””
e Even though the Levites and the priests receive what has already been
offered to the Lord, they must still tithe what they receive. Tithing is a
holy act required of all God's people.

(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled Obligations and Rewards. They
have been prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at Cornerstone Fellowship,
Coatesville Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Dr. Jensen and Cornerstone Fellowship.)
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