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CHRISTMAS GREETINGS
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on His shoulders. And He will be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of His government and
peace there will be no end. He will reign on David’s throne and over His kingdom, establishing and upholding it with
justice and righteousness from that time on and forever. The zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this (Isaiah
9:6-7).

Check out the names of this God-promised, virgin-born Son! What do they mean to you?

Wonderful Counselor (Do you turn to Him for guidance?)
Mighty God (Do you pray like nothing is impossible for Him?)

Everlasting Father (Do you realize that He knows the beginning and the end of your days and mine?)
Prince of Peace (Do you trade in your anxiety for His promised peace?)

Beyond the names mentioned by the prophet, there is another great truth in this familiar Christmas passage. Do
you see it there?

It is the promise of government placed on His shoulders. He will rule as a king much like David did years ago! But
this will be the ultimate kingdom, the likes of which a nation has never known. Can you picture it? It is a
government without deceit or hidden immorality. It is a government free from the threat of terrorism. It is a
government marked by peace, justice and righteousness. It is an eternal government to be established by Christ
at His second coming! In this time of uncertainty and turmoil, these words bring hope for the future!

It is with heartfelt prayer that we seek God’s blessing upon each of you at this Christmas season.  
Unto us a child is born!

The Elders & staff 
of Cornerstone Fellowship

THE ADVENT SEASON
A nnouncing his coming, the angel from heaven
D escended to bring his good tidings to earth.
V ictorious, triumphant, the message is given:
E ach penitent sinner, come view Jesus’ birth.
N ow come we! Now sing we! Our King draweth near!
T o Bethlehem hasten! He casts out our fear!

The church year revolves about our Blessed Christ as a planet
around the sun. To begin the year we place ourselves among

those who lived in darkness and waited in anticipation for the
fulfillment of God’s promise that He would send a Great Light. In
the fullness of time we celebrate the coming of that Light. We
follow Him through His ministry and we walk the way of the Cross
with Him. There is an indissoluble bond between the Person of
the Redeemer and His redeeming work. The Person and the
work are presented as an organic unity, the one made intelligible
in the light of the other. The Church year proclaims that God
really did become flesh and walk among us.

Advent begins the Church Year, but it did not become part of the 
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Church calendar until the Festival of Christmas itself had been
established. That was in the 4  century.th

The celebration of the Incarnation (Christmas) was not very old
when the Church felt the need of a period of preparation.
Originally the Advent Season was of the same duration as Lent,
forty days. It represented the four thousand years of patient
waiting on the part of the Hebrews for the Promised Messiah.
Advent dates back at least to the end of the 4  century fromth

which date there is preserved an Advent sermon preached by
Bishop Maximus of Turin. Advent was mentioned specifically at
the Council of Tours in the year 567. At the beginning of the 7th

century the western Church limited the season to four weeks and
it has remained that way ever since. 

The mood of Advent is best expressed as that of longing for
deliverance from oppression and the anticipation of the coming
of the Messiah. It is not a Season of fasting, as is Lent, but a
Season of prayer.

It is best described in the 11  century hymn,th

O come, O come, Immanuel
And ransom captive Israel
That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of God appear
Rejoice! Rejoice! Immanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel!

In this beautiful hymn we see revealed the prayerful anticipation
of the people of God for the Messiah and the years of devout
preparation that paved the way in the hearts of men for that first
Christmas and the coming of God’s Son.

The entire Christian world looks forward to Christmas Day. It is
a day of rejoicing and celebration. It is the day remembering the
birth of the King, the birth of Christ, the birth of the Savior. Jesus
is the King of Grace humanly descended from the royal house of
Israel and divinely, descended from the court of Heaven. But He
is also the Bridegroom. Advent is the Season of preparation
when the Bride of Christ, His Church, prepares to meet her
Divine Bridegroom. The very atmosphere of Advent stirs the
faithful as they make ready to celebrate the glorious Festival of
Christmas.

To combat the secularization of Christmas, ancient Christians
observed Advent during the four weeks preceding Christmas as
a time of preparation for the coming of Christ.  The word “Advent”
means “coming” and refers to the coming of the Lord Jesus
Christ in his various manifestations: his coming in the flesh and
in weakness; his coming in spirit and in power; his coming in
glory and in majesty. Thus, at the beginning of each new Church
year, we prepare to welcome again Heaven’s royalty into our
hearts. Every year the Bridegroom comes anew not in flesh but
with renewed appeal to the lives of men and women to accept
Him as their King of Kings and Lord of Lords.

The real story of Advent is best told, of course, by the Bible itself.
The following lessons bespeak the anticipation and the events of
Advent.
(perhaps you would like to take time each week with your family
to read the following passages)
December 1-7 - Isaiah 2:1-5; 63:16b-17; 64:1-8; Jeremiah

33:14-16; Romans 13:11-14; 1 Corinthians
1:3-9; 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13; Matthew 24:37-
44; 21:1-11; Mark 13:33-37; 11:1-10; Luke
21:25-36; 19:28-40

December 8-14 - Isaiah 11:1-10; 40:1-11; Malachi 3:1-4;
Romans 15:4-13; 2 Peter 3:8-14; Philippians

1:3-11; Matthew 3:1-12; Mark 1:1-8; Luke 3:1-
6

December 15-21 - Isaiah 35:1-10; 61:1-3, 10-11; Zephaniah
3:14-18a; James 5:7-10; 1Thessalonians 5:16-
24;  Philippians 4:4-7; Matthew 11:2-11; John
1:6-8, 19-28; Luke 3:7-18

December 22-25 - Isaiah 7:10-14, 15-17; 2 Samuel 7:1-7, 8-11,
16; Micah 5:2-4; Romans 1:1-7; 16:25-27;
Hebrews 10:5-10; Matthew 1:18-25; Luke 1:26-
38, 39-45, 46-55

We cannot think about Christmas, however, without being
pointed to Easter as well. WHO IS THIS JESUS?  of both
Christmas and Easter?

He is God’s only Son, yet He came from the throne of His Father
to the womb of a woman. He became Son of Man that we might
become sons and daughters of God.

He was conceived by the Holy Spirit, and born of a virgin. He
lived in poverty, and was unknown outside of Nazareth. He had
neither wealth nor influence.

He laid aside His purple robe for a peasant’s gown. He was rich,
yet for our sakes He became poor. He slept in another’s stable;
He rode on another’s donkey; He was buried in another’s grave.

History has never known such as Jesus. In infancy He startled a
king; as a boy He stunned the theologians with His knowledge
and wisdom, for He was taught of God. In manhood He ruled the
elements and quieted the raging sea. He healed without
medicine, and fed thousands from a boy’s lunch. Even demons
obeyed Him and He gave back life to those who were dead.

Yet He suffered and sustained in body and soul the anger of God
against the sin of the whole human race. He was despised and
rejected of men. Though He was innocent, He was condemned
by a civil judge and sentenced to death on a cross.

By His suffering and death, He paid completely for the sins of all
who believe and set us free from the certain judgment and
eternal condemnation of God that was to fall on us.

Some have given their lives for others and great men have come
and gone, yet He lives on. Herod could not kill Him. Satan could
not stop Him. Death could not destroy Him. The grave could not
hold Him. Having fully satisfied God’s perfect justice, He
conquered death and rose on the third day as He said He would.

After showing Himself to His disciples, He ascended into heaven.
He now sits at the right hand of the throne of God where He
pleads our cause to His Father, defends us and keeps us safe
from all enemies and pours out His gifts upon His followers.

One day He will return not as a suffering servant but with power
and glory to judge the world. Then every knee shall bow to Him
and every tongue shall confess Him as Lord. His followers will
confess His name with joy and confidence, but His enemies in
terror will seek to hide from His face.

He is the Perfect One, the only One who can satisfy the soul. By
accepting the Son of God with a believing heart, God grants to
us the perfect satisfaction, righteousness and holiness of Christ.
To all who are ready to accept and believe Him, God gives these 
words of promise:

But as many as received Him, to them gave He power to become
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the sons of God, even to them that believe on His name. John
1:12.
For God so loved the world, that He gave his only begotten Son,
that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have
everlasting life. John 3:16

SOME CHRISTMAS THOUGHTS
The story of Jesus’ birth is told in elegant simplicity. God is at
work. No Roman Empire could stop what God wanted to do. No
government today can stop what God wants to do. God cares
about us. God intervenes for us; we are not forgotten. God cares
about the simple people, the poor people – people without power
or influence. God came to us as a poor baby, born homeless, to
an unwed mother in a temporary shelter.

Hope is born today; hope which saves us from death and
despair; hope which brings us to God.

Whenever we think of the Christmas story, we are aware that
those who came to see the Christ Child that first Christmas all
left filled with the wonder and excitement of the love that God has
for each of us and the hope that love brings to our lives. Because
they were all filled with love and hope, they worshiped the Christ.
 
This season as we worship together at Cornerstone, may the
same wonder, love, and hope fill us as did those who sought Him
that first Christmas. As we worship, may the wonder of Christ’s
coming into a world filled with sin, and inhabited by sinners like
us, fill you. May the knowledge that God is at work in this world
now, just as He was then, strengthen you. May the love of God
envelope you and give you peace.

CHRISTMAS EVENTS
CHRISTMAS CAROLING AT HIBERNIA MANSION

Friday, December 4, at 6:30pm. Join others from Cornerstone as
we Christmas Carol for those visiting Hibernia Mansion.

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PROGRAM
Sunday, December 6, 4pm

You are invited to come to Cornerstone’s annual Christmas
Program. This year we will again share in the JOY of the
Christmas season through this service of word and song. You
won’t want to miss this highlight of the Advent/Christmas season.
MARK THE DATE – Sunday, December 6, at 4pm.

SO – please invite your friends, family and neighbors to join you
for this special Christmas program. Following the program will be
a time of refreshment and fellowship. Come one, come ALL!
FREE tickets are  available for you to use in inviting your friends!

SWAG NIGHT
Ladies & Men -- are you looking forward to SWAG night? The
date is Monday, December 7. Come to the church to create your
own holiday swag, Bring your greens, ribbons, decorations, etc.,
(there will also be some supplies available to share) and enjoy
this evening of fellowship and creation. We had a GREAT time
last year. Plan on coming this year. It’s OK to bring a friend. Sign
up NOW so we have an idea of how many to set up for.

BREAKFAST WITH THE WISE MEN
Saturday, December 12, at 9am. Children up through 5  gradeth

are invited to come to the church to enjoy breakfast with our
special guests, Balthazar, Gaspar and Melchior. Bring your
FRIENDS.

PUNK ROCK CHRISTMAS PARTY
Wednesday, December 16, at 7pm. Come to the church for a
GREAT TIME of worshiping and caroling. EVERYONE SHOULD
COME!!!! (Please bring an appetizer or a dessert to share.) Bring
your FRIENDS!

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES

A FAMILY CHRISTMAS SERVICE

December 24, 2015 – 6 pm

Bring the whole family for a wonderful puppet show,

written by Gaye Lynn Criswell Griffith to welcome in the

Lord’s Birthday.

CANDLELIGHT COMMUNION

December 24, 2015 - 11 pm

We will gather around the Lord’s Table for a service of

candles, carols and readings from scripture as we

welcome in the day of our Lord’s birth.

This very special service is also an opportunity for you to

invite family and friends to join you!  

THIS IS THE VERY BEST WAY TO BEGIN YOUR

CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION!

THE WONDER OF IT ALL
When Mary was nearing the end of her pregnancy, she and
Joseph began the long, arduous journey from Nazareth to
Bethlehem to register in the imperial census (Luke 2:1-3). Writer
Walter Wangerin, Jr., imagines the struggles of the journey this
way:

They were bound for Bethlehem, the city
where King David had been born one
thousand years before, because Joseph was
descended from the house of David.

Mary rode the donkey. Joseph had fashioned
a small rolled saddle to support her back. She
had nearly reached the term of her
pregnancy... She was breathless and tired,
swollen in her hands, wrists, and ankles. Her
long hair had lost traces of its beauty... Mary
was determined to go with Joseph to bear her
boy in the city of his father David. 

Though this is just one piece of the overall wonder of the
Christmas story, I find it no small thing that, in essence, the
sovereign God of the Universe put the entire Roman Empire in
motion for the single purpose of getting Mary where she needed
to be at the moment Christ would be born. Perhaps because
nothing short of an imperial edict would make a woman nearing
childbirth travel about 80 miles on the back of a donkey! (Luke
2:4-5).

Another miracle! Another wonder!

Bethlehem, the home of Joseph’s family and ancestors, was a
village located about 5 miles south of Jerusalem, not far from the
foothills of the Judean desert. Upon their arrival in Bethlehem,
Mary and Joseph found the small community flooded with
pilgrims who had come for the census. The inn was groaning
under the weight of overflow capacity, and there was no place for
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the young couple to sleep, let alone give birth to a child.

The city of David was without shelter for the young woman who
was ready to deliver. Yet someone (the innkeeper, according to
the Christmas story) was willing to go above and beyond the call
of duty. He cared enough to make accommodation for Mary and
Joseph in a stable. Though primitive, this provided them shelter
from the elements and the evening chill, and privacy from the
mobs of people.

That simple act of kindness guaranteed that the stage was set
for the most marvelous reality of all – that the Lamb of God would
be born in a stable.

“While they were there, the days were completed for her to give
birth. And she gave birth to her firstborn son; and she wrapped
him in cloths, and laid him in a manger, because there was no
room for them in the inn” (Luke 2:6-7).

I am always struck by the simplicity of that description. This
remarkable event is so understated, so matter-of-fact, that you
could almost miss it if you blinked. So much is left unsaid that
you are compelled to read it again and again.

A veil of silence is pulled over the young woman as she agonizes
through childbirth. The shouts of joy are left unrecorded as
Joseph, apparently serving as Mary’s midwife, delivers the baby
and hands him to his mother.

On one level, Mary must have experienced every wonderful
emotion felt by every new mother as she held her child for the
first time. But on another level she had to have been
overwhelmed by the realization that this child she cuddled and
nursed was the Son of God, and by the thought of what this child
had come to do – rescue a lost race from their sins (including
herself, his own mother). This son – promised by an angel,
conceived by the Holy Spirit, affirmed by the then-unborn John,
carried in the womb to Bethlehem, and surrounded in birth by
farm animals – was the One who would be called “Wonderful
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace”
(Isaiah 9:6).

Nothing in Mary’s young life could have prepared her for all this.
She was a normal first-century Jewish girl from an ordinary family
living in an ordinary small town. Yet with wonder and obedience
she embraced the extraordinary implications of God’s
extraordinary plan for her life. And the wonder of her 9-month
emotional roller coaster brought her to one simple response:
“Mary treasured all these things, pondering them in her heart”
(Luke 2:19).

The word pondering was also her response to the message of
the angel Gabriel 9 months earlier (Luke 1:29). Once again Mary,
in her own internal dialogue, in her own mind, was trying to
understand all that was happening. Today, in our technology-
driven culture, we would say that she was “processing:”

< the fulfillment of the promise
< the culmination of the pregnancy
< the journey from her home to Bethlehem
< the surroundings in the stable
< the struggle of childbirth
< the visit by simple shepherds
< the wonder of God incarnate in her child.

Two thousand years later, we are still processing. Still caught up
in the wonder. The carol “I Wonder As I Wander” puts it well:

When Mary birthed Jesus ‘twas in a cow stall, 
With wise men and farmers and shepherds

and all.
But high from God’s heaven a star’s light did

fall,
And the promise of the ages it then did recall.

There it is – the promise of the ages. The wonder of Christmas.
The wonder of it all.

Perhaps you are among the many people for whom Christmas is
not a season of joy but a trial and a challenge. For you,
Christmas cheer and the reason for celebration have long since
been lost in the fog of confusion, disappointment, or loneliness.
It isn’t a season to be enjoyed – it has become a season to be
endured.

Maybe that’s why one’s perspective is so important. The
perspectives of Mary and Joseph can help us to rediscover the
marvelous reality that Christmas is not a season after all. It’s a
GIFT – a gift expressing the extent to which our loving God was
willing to go to make us His own.

For Mary and Joseph, there was wonder in those events. The
wonder of who Christ is and the wonder of why He came are only
the beginning. The wonder of what that can mean in our lives is
beyond imagination.

In John 1:12 we read an important promise to us from the God
of heaven:

As many as received Him, to them He gave
the right to become children of God, even to
those who believe in His name.

Imagine it! The Maker of Heaven and earth is the One who
makes it possible for us to know him, to find forgiveness for all of
our wrongdoing, and to receive more than eternal life – to receive
the privilege and wonder of becoming part of his family!

God did all that by sending His Son on that first Christmas. If you
will talk to Him, admit your failings, express your needs,
acknowledge His authority over your life, and accept the gift of
forgiveness His Son has made possible, you can know the
greatest of all wonders – the wonder of new life in Christ.

–excerpted from Windows On Christmas by Bill Crowder

CHURCH ENVELOPES FOR 2016
Envelopes for 2016 will soon be available. Please remember
to pick yours up and use them in the coming year. If you do not
currently use church envelopes but would like to begin, please
speak to Lois or use the form found on the table at the back of
the worship center to make your request known.

AND DON”T FORGET to use that special CHRISTMAS
OFFERING envelope in thankfulness for the GREATEST GIFT
EVER GIVEN!

JOSEPH: FORGOTTEN MAN OF CHRISTMAS
Joseph, the husband of Mary, is the forgotten man of Christmas.
He never speaks a word in the biblical record. He is Joseph the
silent. He ranks only slightly higher than an extra in the cast.

Although 15 U.S. cities are named for Joseph, he remains the
forgotten man of the Christmas story. But Joseph deserves more
than that.
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Ralph Waldo Emerson once said, “What you do speaks so loudly
I cannot hear what you say.” Of Joseph we might say, “What he
did speaks so loudly that there was no need for him to say
anything.” Joseph is remarkably simple, but he also is simply
remarkable.

It would be difficult to imagine a more complicated and
devastating situation than the one in which Joseph found himself.
He had a bride who was pregnant because of a strange
involvement with God. Joseph bore the condemnation and
pressure of a community that would not and could not possibly
understand. He was a northern Palestinian cabinetmaker who
was told by God to go to Bethlehem and then suddenly instructed
to flee to Egypt.

Joseph’s response can be stated in a single, simple word:
OBEDIENCE. He obeyed God immediately. God spoke and
Joseph married Mary. He obeyed God in painful circumstance.
Mary and Joseph were betrothed or engaged. According to
Jewish tradition, step one was the consent phase. Consent was
usually reached when the girl was 12 or 13 years of age. During
this time, the girl continued to live with her parents. However, this
was regarded as a legally ratified marriage. The second step was
the formal transferral of the bride to the husband’s home, where
he assumed her support. She was to be taken to his home
chaste, a virgin. Between steps one and two, Mary was found to
be pregnant. All kinds of thoughts and options must have flooded
Joseph’s mind. To be the object of suspicion and back-street
criticism in a little town like Nazareth was not easy.

He obeyed in spite of fear. Joseph was terrified to learn of his
wife’s virgin pregnancy. God told Joseph, “Fear not.” In spite of
his fear, Joseph obeyed.

He obeyed God by staking everything on God’s word alone.
Joseph received a word from God that came to him in a dream.
He believed God and staked his life and future on that conviction.
When instructed by God to flee to Egypt with Mary and Jesus,
Joseph did as he was told. He accepted the consequences of
obedience because he trusted God.

While Joseph is often the forgotten man of Christmas, his
example can be an enormous challenge, blessing and inspiration
to us all. May our heart’s desire this Christmas be obedience to
God.

TRAGIC WORDS
Among the most tragic words ever penned are those found in
Luke’s account of the first Christmas. “There was no room for
them in the inn.” There was room for merchants, tax collectors,
travelers and sightseers, but no room for the gentle Mary and the
divine Christ, who was to be born that night.

What was the cause of this tragedy? Why was there no room for
Mary and Joseph and their expected Baby, except in a stable?
I have some sympathy for the innkeeper. He was not hostile; he
was not opposed to the couple; but his inn was crowded; his
hands were full; his mind was preoccupied. After all, it was an
unusually busy time, with guests arriving from every corner of
Israel for the census and taxation. He probably told Joseph, “I
wish I could help you, but I must keep my priorities. But I’m not
a hard-hearted man. Over there is the stable. You are welcome
to use it if you care to, but that is the best I can do. Now I must
get back to my work.”

No room for Jesus? No room for the King of kings? This is the
answer that millions are giving today. It is the answer of

preoccupation – not fierce opposition, not furious hatred, but
unconcern about spiritual things.

Things have not really changed since that Bethlehem night two
thousand years ago. God is still on the fringes of most of our
lives. We fit Him in when it is convenient for us, but we become
irritated when He makes demands on us. Our lives are so full.
There is so much to be done. But in all our busy activities are we
in danger of excluding from our hearts and lives the One who
made us?

“O come to us, abide with us,
Our Lord Emmanuel!”

GOD HIMSELF IS WITH US
Sometimes in the rush of Christmas activity we forget that the
most wondrous part of Christmas is the fact that in the person of
Jesus Christ, God became flesh in order to save us from our
sins. This is the crux and the core of the Christian message.

The prophets wrote of it, the Psalmist sang of it, the apostles
rejoiced and built their hopes on it, and the Epistles are filled with
it. Christ’s coming in the flesh – His invading the world, His
identifying Himself with sinful men and women – is the most
significant fact of history.

What an incredible truth! Think of it: The God of the universe
came down from Heaven that first Christmas night and took
human form! If you want to know what God is like, then take a
long look at Jesus Christ – because He was God in human flesh.
In Him were displayed not only the perfections that had been
exhibited in the creation – such as wisdom, power and majesty
– but also such perfections as justice, mercy, grace and love.
“The Word was God... and the Word was made flesh and dwelt
among us” (John 1:1, 14).

To His disciples Jesus said, “You believe in God, believe also in
Me” (John 14:1). This sequence of faith is inevitable. If we
believe in what God made and what God said, we will believe in
the One whom God sent.

CHURCH BELLS
Long ago, church bells were rung far more often than today.
They indicated the time, warned of fire or other dangers, and
even announced whether the baby just born to the queen was a
boy or a girl. (A different number of
rings was used.) Of course, they
also called the congregation to
church, and that’s often the only
purpose they are used for today.

One thing that is the same for bells
of any time is that someone must
ring them. As loud as a bell can be,
it will not be heard unless someone
takes the time to ring it.

In the same way, as powerful as is
the Bible’s message, it will not be
heard unless people take the time to teach it (in Sunday school
and elsewhere), and live it (everywhere)!

So somewhere in your schedule, find time to bring God’s
message of hope to those who need it.

CHRISTMAS--THE FATHER’S GIFT
Christmas is the most thrilling season of the year. As we look
back over the years, memories of many Christmases flood our 
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minds. Christmas cards that we read and reread, the smell of
pine drifting through the house, the fireplace crackling – all of
these things turn our thoughts to those we love. The message of
Christmas is a message of hope and joy and love.

But Christmas means something far deeper than human good
will. It is the loving remembrance of the birth of the Savior. Over
two thousand years ago, on a night the world has come to call
Christmas, a young Jewish maiden went through the experience
countless mothers had before her, and would since: she brought
forth a child. But this was no ordinary child. This was the unique
Son of God, sent from Heaven to save us from our sins (Matthew
1:21).

Amid the glitter and busyness of the season, may you not lose
sight of the miracle and meaning of that Christmas night. With
the shepherds and the wise men, let us fall down and worship
Him!

Christmas is not just a date on the calendar. It is the celebration
of the event that set Heaven to singing, an event that gave the
stars of the night sky a new brilliance. The Hebrew prophets
believed that God had made the world. But all through the
centuries they seem to have been saying, “I wish that God would
become personal.” And through the centuries God gave them the
assurance that He would. And this is precisely what He did that
first Christmas night. He became personal in Bethlehem. “The
Word became flesh and dwelt among us” (John 1:14). At a
specific time and at a specific place a specific person was born
– and that Person was God of very God, the Lord Jesus Christ.
What a wonderful and glorious hope we have because of that
first Christmas!

Eight hundred years before the birth of Christ, the prophet Isaiah
declared: “The people who walked in darkness have seen a great
light” (Isaiah 9:2). It was the promise of the coming of Christ and
the light that was to dawn upon the world. It heralded the
entrance of God into human history. It promised Heaven
descending to earth. It was as though a trumpeter had taken his
stand upon the turrets of time and announced to a despairing,
hopeless, and frustrated world the coming of the Prince of
Peace. And today, this despairing, hopeless and frustrated world
needs to hear the announcement of the coming of the Prince of
Peace.

One night, long ago, the angel Gabriel came to Mary, who was
no more than a teenager, and said, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for
you have found favor with God. And behold, you will conceive in
your womb and bring forth a Son, and shall call His name
JESUS” (Luke 1:30-31).

At first Mary was fearful and deeply disturbed. Here she was, a
virgin, engaged to a godly man by the name of Joseph, yet she
was to be made pregnant supernaturally by the Holy Spirit.
People would talk, shame could be attached to it, and Joseph
might even reject her. But Mary by faith said, “Behold the
maidservant of the Lord! Let it be to me according to your word”
(Luke 1:38). One of the greatest demonstrations of faith in all the
Bible was Mary’s answer to the angel, accepting God’s will for
her life – no matter the cost.

In the Scriptures we are given just a little glimpse of Mary and
Joseph before Jesus was born. They lived in the hill country of
Galilee. Joseph was a religious man, and Mary gives every
evidence of a thorough knowledge of the Scriptures, even though
she was just a teenager and a female. 

Joseph was contracted to marry Mary, and in that time, being
engaged was almost as strong a commitment as being married.
I think we give too little attention to Joseph. He is called “a just
man” (Matthew 1:19), which means he obeyed the will of God. It
also includes the connotation of sympathy and kindness. It
indicated his devotion both to God and to Mary.

Then Mary was found to be with child. Put yourself in Joseph’s
place. Imagine his thoughts, his suspicions, about the girl to
whom he was engaged.  According to the ancient law, Mary
should have been put to death. But Joseph did not want to have
any part of that kind of punishment, so he decided to break the
engagement privately.

But while he was thinking about this, God’s angel appeared to
him in a dream to give the prospective bridegroom an
explanation of the situation. “Joseph, son of David,” said the
angel, “do not be afraid to take to you Mary your wife, for that
which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 1:20).

What faith it took on Joseph’s part to believe that message and
to trust! He put away his suspicions. He believed God and was
married to Mary. Like Mary, he said, “Yes, Lord, regardless!”

Imagine the scene in Bethlehem. It was the night of nights, and
yet it had begun as every other night had before it. In
Bethlehem’s houses mothers lay their children down to sleep. In
the courtyards of the inn some camels lay down to rest. In the
fields the sheep lay down while the shepherds sat near their
fires. In the heavens above appeared the same stars that had
shined throughout all the ages, ever since God had made the
stars to rule by night.

Here in the dark cave, as a flickering torch casts high shadows 
of long-horned oxen on the rough-hewn logs, there is no sound
but the munching of hay by the cattle. In the midst lies the young
mother, forgetting for the moment her discomfort, for in her arms 
lies the babe, her baby boy.

Who would dream that He is the King of kings and Lord of lords?
Those chubby little hands that clasped the straw in His manger
crib were soon to open blinded eyes, unstop deaf ears, and still
the troubled seas. That cooing voice was soon to be lifted to
command demons to depart, to teach men of the Way, and to
raise the dead. Those tiny feet were to take Him to the sick and
needy and were finally to be pierced on Calvary’s Cross.

That manger crib in remote Bethlehem became the link that
bound a lost world to a loving God. From that manger came a
Man who not only taught us a new way of life, but brought us into
a new relationship with our Creator.

The stars shone like diamonds in the cold, crisp sky. On the hills
outside the little village of Bethlehem the flocks had been
gathered, and watch was being kept to protect them from the
constant threat of roving wolves or marauding bandits.

Like most of the people of Palestine, those shepherds outside
Bethlehem were poor and insignificant men. They had no reason
to expect that this night would be different from any other. But
God had other plans. This was the night when God Himself
would come to earth. The dull routine of their lives was suddenly
and dramatically shattered by the appearance of the angels, and
the tidings of Christ’s birth echoed across the skies.

What is the message of those Christmas angels? First of all, it is
a message of love and peace. “Glory to God in the highest, and
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on earth, peace, good will toward men,” sang the angelic
multitude (Luke 2:14). It is a message of joy and hope. “Behold,
I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people”
(Luke 2:10). The message of the Christmas angels is that God
not only exists, but that He is a loving heavenly Father who
seeks to restore us to what we were created to be – His children.
Because God’s Son, Jesus Christ, has entered this world, we
know beyond a shadow of doubt that joy and hope can be ours
if we will but receive the gift of Christmas.

What a thrill it is to celebrate the birthday of God’s Son, Jesus
Christ. Matthew tells about wise men who came from the east to
Jerusalem, following a star. They came to the house of Joseph,
fell down and worshiped the Christ Child, and “presented unto
him gifts; gold, frankincense, and myrrh” (Matthew 2:11b).

Did those wise men who journeyed hundreds of miles across the
desert to seek out the infant Jesus ever feel stressed and overly
busy? After all, it took months to make the arduous trip, and they
had gone to great expense to provide gifts of gold, frankincense,
and myrrh for the new child.  I doubt it. In fact, as their journey
neared its end we read they had “exceeding great joy” (Matthew
2:10). What made the difference? Their focus was totally on
Jesus, the One who would be called ”Immanuel — God with us”
(Matthew 1:23).

Don’t let this Christmas season overwhelm you. Don’t feel you
have to do everything, or go into debt just to impress other
people. Focus instead on Jesus. Make this Christmas one of
“exceeding great joy”!

Christ came into a world that had problems much like the ones
with which we grapple today. We often imagine that the world to
which Jesus came was not complicated and that its problems
were not complex. But historians tell us otherwise. They tell us
that the problems of that day were similar to the problems of our
day.

To those without the joy of living, Jesus said, “I have come that
they might have life, and that they might have it more
abundantly” (John 10:10b).

To those who bore the chafing burden of the guilt of sin, He said,
“Be of good cheer; your sins are forgiven you” (Matthew 9:2b).
To the friendless He said, “I call you not servants... But I have
called you friends” (John 15:15).

Christmas means that Immanuel has come – that God is with us
(Matthew 1:23). It means that our sordid, failure-fraught pasts
can be defeated and changed by Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross
and His victorious resurrection. It means that we can be brought
into God’s family, heirs of God and citizens of Heaven. Christmas
means that God comes into the night of our suffering and sorrow,
saying,”I am with you always” and, “I will give you rest” (Matthew
28:20; 11:28).

This Christmas season I ask you, Is Christ real to you? Does he
actually live in your heart? Has He taken up residence in your
life?

Make sure this Christmas of your salvation, by repenting of your
sins and asking Christ to come into your life and be your Savior
and Lord forever.

CHRISTMAS LIST
I have a list of folks I know,

all written in a book

And every year at Christmas time
I go and take a look

And that is when I realize that
these names are a part

Not of the book they’re written in,
but of my very heart.

For each name stands for someone
who has crossed my path sometime,
And in that meeting they’ve become

the rhythm of the rhyme.
And while it sounds fantastic

for me to make this claim
I really feel I am composed
of each remembered name.

And while you may not be aware
of any special link

Just meeting you has shaped my life
more than you can think

For once you’ve met somebody
the years cannot erase

The memories of a pleasant word
or of a friendly face.

So never think my Christmas Greeting
is just mere routine

Of names upon a Christmas list
forgotten in between.

For when I send a Christmas Greeting
that is addressed to you

It’s because you’re on that list
of folks I am indebted to.

For I am but a total
of the many folks I’ve met

And you happen to be one of those
I prefer not to forget

And whether I have known you
for many days or few

In some way you had a part
in shaping things I do.

And every year when Christmas comes
I realize anew,

The biggest gift life can give
is meeting folks like you.

And may the spirit of Christmas
that forever and ever endures

Leave its richest blessings
in the heart of you and yours.

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
THANK YOU for your generous response to Operation
Christmas Child. You generously provided 474 shoe boxes filled
to overflowing for children around the world, plus money for
postage.  May each child who receives a box realize that it was
prepared with love and given in the name of the Lord Jesus
Christ. THANK YOU SO MUCH!

READ YOUR BIBLE
Continuing to provide suggested passages to help you toward
achieving the discipline of studying God’s Word, please use the 
following as your guide for the month of December.  We will
never understand how to walk the Jesus way unless we immerse
ourselves in the guidebook He has provided -- the Bible.



December 2015 THE NEWSLETTER Page 8

December
1.  Psalm 111:1-10 16. Isaiah 61:1-11
2.  Proverbs 2:1-8 17. Micah 4:1-5
3.  Proverbs 8:1-10 18. Micah 5:2-5a
4.  Proverbs 8:32-36 19. Jeremiah 33:14-22
5.  Proverbs 16:1-9 20. Malachi 3:1-5
6.  James 3:13-18 21. Luke 1:26-38
7.  Genesis 22:1-18 22. Luke 1:46-55
8.  Genesis 35:1-15 23. Luke 1:67-79
9.  Deuteronomy 4:32-40 24. Luke 2:1-20
10. 1 Kings 18:20-39 25. Matthew 1:18-25
11. Isaiah 53:1-12 26. Matthew 2:1-12
12. Matthew 3:1-17 27. Acts 3:17-26
13. John 12:20-36 28. Psalm 71:16-24
14. Isaiah 9:1-17 29. Psalm 43:1-5
15. Isaiah 11:1-9 30. Romans 12:9-21

31. Luke 2:22-38

YOUTH NEWS
DON’T FORGET!!
YOUTH FELLOWSHIP (grades 6-12) - WEDNESDAYS, 7-8:30
pm weekly (following the Mid-Week Worship Celebration)! Come
and experience it! Bring your friends!!
YOUTH SPIRITUAL GROWTH GROUP - THURSDAYS at 7pm
(EVERY YOUTH is invited!)
YOUTH BIBLE FELLOWSHIP - for Jr & Sr High - 9:30 am
Sunday mornings
Worship Celebrations - Sundays at 8:15 and 10:45 am and
Wednesdays at 6:30pm
PLEASE HELP US OUT!
EMPTY INKJET PRINTER CARTRIDGES
Please donate your empty inkjet printer cartridges to the youth
group to be recycled. A container is placed in the coat room to
receive your donations. KEEP THOSE CARTRIDGES COMING!
We appreciate every bit of help we receive.
EVENTS:
Wednesday, December 16 - PUNK ROCK CHRISTMAS PARTY
Thursday, December 31 - NEW YEAR’S EVE LOCK-IN for youth
in grades 6-12, 8pm December 31 - 8am January 1.

CHILDREN’S NEWS
COOL KIDS - Children, 4 years old up through grade 3 are
invited to participate in COOL Kids on Sunday mornings at both
the 8:15 and 10:45 celebration services.  Following the praise
time and the reading of scripture in the Worship Center, kids are
dismissed to ROOM 108.  COOL Kids (Children Of Our Lord
Kids) helps kids learn to celebrate Christ in a way they enjoy and
become excited about.  
EVENTS:
Saturday, December 12, 9am –  Breakfast With the Wise Men
Children up through 5  grade are invited to come to the churchth

to have breakfast with special guests, Gaspar, Melchior &
Balthazar.

REMEMBER WHY CHRIST WAS BORN
For I determined to know nothing among you except Jesus
Christ, and Him crucified 1 Corinthians 2:2
Christmas is, without doubt, a wonderful time of year. It is filled
with the warmth of fellowship over holiday foods, parties, and
gifts. It bring people’s hearts to an awareness of God’s gift of His 

Son like no other season. But there is more to Christmas than
just a day of celebration.

The truth is that people often get all caught up in the “story” of
Jesus’ birth. We revel in the “tender” side of God’s nature,
putting aside thoughts of sin and righteousness. We dress up
kids in costumes and post them out in cold weather so folks can
drive by and view the “manger scene.” This picture, coupled with
angelic-sounding songs such as “Silent Night,” and rustic
shepherds awed into humble praise of the newborn Christ-child
is too much to resist. Don’t misunderstand. This aspect of Jesus’
story is important, even vital, to understanding the Messiah, the
Savior, God among us.

It is here that we must make a necessary point, however. The
biblical focus on Jesus Christ is not on His birth. Naturally, it is
important and everything from angels’ announcements to Mary
and Joseph, to Simeon’s Holy Spirit-inspired prophecy of the
identity of the Messiah, to angelic choirs singing praise at His
birth, declares that the arrival of Jesus into the world was a
fantastic event.

Still, the focus isn’t there. The real focus is some thirty years
later, at an execution scene. There was no tender moment at that
place to cause us to sigh in wonder. Instead, the air was ripe with
evil. Man’s disdain for his God ruled the day as the Son of God
was discarded in hatred. The baby of the manger was murdered,
charged like a common criminal. Sorrow and fear gripped His
family and His disciples, and for a brief moment, it appeared that
the great promises of God, the hope of Israel, the glimmer of
grace and mercy to all mankind, would all be lost.

But, there is a reason why that death scene is the focus. Birth
brought God’s Son into the world and gave Him a body of flesh.
Birth is what brought into being a Man, a Man with a body, and
a body designed from before creation itself to die as a sacrifice.
The reason the cross is the focus is because of what was done
when the baby who lay in the manger became a man who could
give Himself as a sacrifice for sin.

It was the blood of His death that cleansed the sin-stained souls
who put Him on the cross. It was the agony of death that
reflected the true nature of sin and its consequences. This was
a man born to die, and that’s the point.

I am grateful for the magnificence of the “Christmas story,” but I
am even more grateful that He died to take away my sins. That
wasn’t done in the manger, it was done on the cross. The truth
is that an old, rugged cross will never have the appeal of an old,
rugged manger. The sorrow of heaven that put the world into
darkness and split the veil of the Temple will never compete with
the angelic choir, or the praising shepherds, or the honoring wise
men. We can dress up our kids and put them in a manger scene,
but who would want their child to get picked to be Jesus on the
day of His death?

So I understand the relative appeal of one scene over the other.
My plea is that you simply remember WHY He was born. It is in
the purpose of His life that you will find a permanent reason to
rejoice. There was born in the city of David, a child who was, and
is, the Savior, Christ the Lord.

HAVE A BLESSED AND JOYOUS CHRISTMAS!


