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Numbers 29:1-40 
(The seventh month of every year was an important time for the Hebrews. In that 
month, there were three holy feasts. The first two were only one day long each, but 
the third feast lasted for seven days and was concluded with a sacred assembly on 
the eighth day.  This cycle is in keeping with the number sequences of the Bible: 
seven day rest, seven year rest, fifty year rest.  In the seventh month we have three 
feasts (note that there are three rests). The first two rests, like the first two feasts, 
are small, only one day. But then comes the longer feast, a full seven days with one 
more day added on just like the last rest, a full year with one more year added on. 
This sequence seems to be of importance in God's plan. The sequence is repeated 
every year in the seventh month and eventually becomes a "bone of contention” 
between God and his people as the Hebrews never held the rests beyond the seven 
day rest.)    
 
Verses 1-6 
“‘On the first day of the seventh month hold a sacred assembly and do no 
regular work. It is a day for you to sound the trumpets. 2 As an aroma pleasing to 
the LORD, offer a burnt offering of one young bull, one ram and seven male 
lambs a year old, all without defect. 3 With the bull offer a grain offering of 
three-tenths of an ephah of the finest flour mixed with olive oil; with the ram, 
two-tenths; 4 and with each of the seven lambs, one-tenth. 5 Include one male 
goat as a sin offering to make atonement for you. 6 These are in addition to the 
monthly and daily burnt offerings with their grain offerings and drink offerings 
as specified. They are food offerings presented to the LORD, a pleasing aroma. 

• The first feast of the seventh month was held on the first day of the month. It 
is called the feast of Trumpets, for on that day the people were to blow 
trumpets as they came to a sacred assembly at the Tent of Meeting. 

• The Trumpets were made from rams’ horns. The Hebrew word for them is 
"shophar."  

• The modern name for this feast is "Rosh Hashannah". It is often referred to 
as the Jewish "New Year’s Celebration." It is a day when Jews come seeking 
God's blessing on them and their nation.  
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Verses 7-11 
 “‘On the tenth day of this seventh month hold a sacred assembly. You must deny 
yourselves and do no work. 8 Present as an aroma pleasing to the LORD a burnt 
offering of one young bull, one ram and seven male lambs a year old, all without 
defect. 9 With the bull offer a grain offering of three-tenths of an ephah of the 
finest flour mixed with oil; with the ram, two-tenths; 10 and with each of the 
seven lambs, one-tenth. 11 Include one male goat as a sin offering, in addition to 
the sin offering for atonement and the regular burnt offering with its grain 
offering, and their drink offerings. 

• The second feast of the seventh month was held on the tenth day. It is called 
"The Day of Atonement." On this day, the Hebrews came to ask God to 
forgive their sin. 

• The modern name for this feast is ""Yom Kippur."  
•  See Romans 3:24-26, Hebrews 9:7 and 10:3, 19-22 

 
Verses 12-38 
 “‘On the fifteenth day of the seventh month, hold a sacred assembly and do no 
regular work. Celebrate a festival to the LORD for seven days. 13 Present as an 
aroma pleasing to the LORD a food offering consisting of a burnt offering of 
thirteen young bulls, two rams and fourteen male lambs a year old, all without 
defect. 14 With each of the thirteen bulls offer a grain offering of three-tenths of 
an ephah of the finest flour mixed with oil; with each of the two rams, two-
tenths; 15 and with each of the fourteen lambs, one-tenth. 16 Include one male 
goat as a sin offering, in addition to the regular burnt offering with its grain 
offering and drink offering. 

17 “‘On the second day offer twelve young bulls, two rams and fourteen male 
lambs a year old, all without defect. 18 With the bulls, rams and lambs, offer their 
grain offerings and drink offerings according to the number specified. 19 Include 
one male goat as a sin offering, in addition to the regular burnt offering with its 
grain offering, and their drink offerings. 

20 “‘On the third day offer eleven bulls, two rams and fourteen male lambs a year 
old, all without defect. 21 With the bulls, rams and lambs, offer their grain 
offerings and drink offerings according to the number specified. 22 Include one 
male goat as a sin offering, in addition to the regular burnt offering with its 
grain offering and drink offering. 
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23 “‘On the fourth day offer ten bulls, two rams and fourteen male lambs a year 
old, all without defect. 24 With the bulls, rams and lambs, offer their grain 
offerings and drink offerings according to the number specified. 25 Include one 
male goat as a sin offering, in addition to the regular burnt offering with its 
grain offering and drink offering. 

26 “‘On the fifth day offer nine bulls, two rams and fourteen male lambs a year 
old, all without defect. 27 With the bulls, rams and lambs, offer their grain 
offerings and drink offerings according to the number specified. 28 Include one 
male goat as a sin offering, in addition to the regular burnt offering with its 
grain offering and drink offering. 

29 “‘On the sixth day offer eight bulls, two rams and fourteen male lambs a year 
old, all without defect. 30 With the bulls, rams and lambs, offer their grain 
offerings and drink offerings according to the number specified. 31 Include one 
male goat as a sin offering, in addition to the regular burnt offering with its 
grain offering and drink offering. 

32 “‘On the seventh day offer seven bulls, two rams and fourteen male lambs a 
year old, all without defect. 33 With the bulls, rams and lambs, offer their grain 
offerings and drink offerings according to the number specified. 34 Include one 
male goat as a sin offering, in addition to the regular burnt offering with its 
grain offering and drink offering. 

35 “‘On the eighth day hold a closing special assembly and do no regular work. 
36 Present as an aroma pleasing to the LORD a food offering consisting of a burnt 
offering of one bull, one ram and seven male lambs a year old, all without defect. 
37 With the bull, the ram and the lambs, offer their grain offerings and drink 
offerings according to the number specified. 38 Include one male goat as a sin 
offering, in addition to the regular burnt offering with its grain offering and 
drink offering. 

• On the fifteenth day of the seven month the third feast began. This was the 
most elaborate of the seventh month feasts. It lasted seven days. No work 
was allowed during this feast and special offerings were made and special 
offerings must be made on each day. It is called "The Feast of Tabernacles" 
because the Hebrews celebrated this feast by living in temporary shelters 
called booths or, in Hebrew "Sukkoth." 

• This feast is a harvest celebration in which the Hebrews thank God for his 
present provision and for bringing them safely through the wilderness to the 
Promised Land.  
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• What is most significant about this feast is the emphasis on the number 
seven. On the seventh day of the festival which would be the twenty first day 
of the seventh month, seven bulls are sacrificed. The number of bulls 
sacrificed on each day of the feast begins with thirteen on the first day and 
decreases to seven on the seventh day. This feast is a reminder of the cycles 
in which God moves and the remembrance of that pattern by his people.   

• On the eighth day the Hebrews returned to "ordinary time." This return to 
regular life was also marked by a sacred assembly, a day of rest from work, 
and special sacrifices.  

 
Verses 39-40 
 “‘In addition to what you vow and your freewill offerings, offer these to the 
LORD at your appointed festivals: your burnt offerings, grain offerings, drink 
offerings and fellowship offerings.’” 
40 Moses told the Israelites all that the LORD commanded him.  

• The offerings at Israel's feasts were to be regarded as additional to whatever 
personal offerings the people decided to make.  

• Moses passed all these instructions on to the people. 
 
 
 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled The Seventh Month: Trumpets, Atonement, 
Tabernacles.  They have been prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at Cornerstone 
Fellowship, Coatesville Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Dr. Jensen and Cornerstone Fellowship.) 
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