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Numbers 30:1-16 

Verses 1-2 
Moses said to the heads of the tribes of Israel: “This is what the LORD 
commands: 2 When a man makes a vow to the LORD or takes an oath to obligate 
himself by a pledge, he must not break his word but must do everything he said. 

• The rule given here is very simple. When a person gives his word, either to 
God or to another person, he is bound by his word. He MUST do what he 
has said he will do. 

 

Verses 3-5 
 “When a young woman still living in her father’s household makes a vow to the 
LORD or obligates herself by a pledge 4 and her father hears about her vow or 
pledge but says nothing to her, then all her vows and every pledge by which she 
obligated herself will stand. 5 But if her father forbids her when he hears about 
it, none of her vows or the pledges by which she obligated herself will stand; the 
LORD will release her because her father has forbidden her. 

• A young woman living in her father's house is under the authority of her 
father as long as she lives in his house. She is not free to make any pledge or 
take a vow unless her father approves. If he learns that she has made a vow 
and raises no objection to it, the vow is binding. However, if he objects to 
the vow, the woman who made it is not bound by it. In fact, she cannot keep 
any vow of which her father does not approve. 

 

Verses 6-8 
 “If she marries after she makes a vow or after her lips utter a rash promise by 
which she obligates herself 7 and her husband hears about it but says nothing to 
her, then her vows or the pledges by which she obligated herself will stand. 8 But 
if her husband forbids her when he hears about it, he nullifies the vow that 
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obligates her or the rash promise by which she obligates herself, and the LORD 
will release her.  

• The same rule as stated above applies to a married woman. She lives under 
the authority of her husband. If she makes a vow and he learns of it and says 
nothing, she is bound by it. However, if he objects to the vow she has made 
it is set aside. 

 
Verse 9 
 “Any vow or obligation taken by a widow or divorced woman will be binding on 
her. 

• Since a widowed or divorced woman lives under her own authority, she is 
bound by her word as a man would be. 

 
Verses 10-15 
“If a woman living with her husband makes a vow or obligates herself by a 
pledge under oath 11 and her husband hears about it but says nothing to her and 
does not forbid her, then all her vows or the pledges by which she obligated 
herself will stand. 12 But if her husband nullifies them when he hears about 
them, then none of the vows or pledges that came from her lips will stand. Her 
husband has nullified them, and the LORD will release her. 13 Her husband may 
confirm or nullify any vow she makes or any sworn pledge to deny herself. 14 But 
if her husband says nothing to her about it from day to day, then he confirms all 
her vows or the pledges binding on her. He confirms them by saying nothing to 
her when he hears about them. 15 If, however, he nullifies them some time after 
he hears about them, then he must bear the consequences of her wrongdoing.” 

• The rule here is the same as stated in verses 6-8. What is added is the speed 
of the husband's nullification of his wife's vows. If he knew of the vow and 
did not object to it immediately, but later did object to it, he is obligated to 
honor the vow she made from the time it was made until he did state his 
objection. 

 

Verse 16 
These are the regulations the LORD gave Moses concerning relationships 
between a man and his wife, and between a father and his young daughter still 
living at home. 

• The regulations, verse 3 and following, regulate vows made in the home. 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled YES is YES and NO is NO.  They have 
been prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at Cornerstone Fellowship, Coatesville 
Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Dr. Jensen and Cornerstone Fellowship.) 
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