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Numbers 31:25-53 

Verses 25-31 
The LORD said to Moses, 26 “You and Eleazar the priest and the family heads of 
the community are to count all the people and animals that were captured. 
27 Divide the spoils equally between the soldiers who took part in the battle and 
the rest of the community. 28 From the soldiers who fought in the battle, set apart 
as tribute for the LORD one out of every five hundred, whether people, cattle, 
donkeys or sheep. 29 Take this tribute from their half share and give it to Eleazar 
the priest as the LORD’s part. 30 From the Israelites’ half, select one out of every 
fifty, whether people, cattle, donkeys, sheep or other animals. Give them to the 
Levites, who are responsible for the care of the LORD’s tabernacle.” 31 So Moses 
and Eleazar the priest did as the LORD commanded Moses. 

• Moses was ordered to count all of the spoil, including the people, taken 
when the Midianites were destroyed. See Exegetical notes on Numbers 31:1-
24.  

• After the counting was made, the spoils were to be divided equally between 
the 12,000 soldiers who fought the battle and the rest of the Hebrew people. 
In this way, the soldiers would receive a larger individual portion than the 
regular population, as their share, though equal in size, would be divided 
between different numbers of people. 

• YHWH was also to be given a share of the spoils.   YHWH was to receive 
one in every five hundred from the soldiers and one in every fifty from the 
general population. YHWH's portion of the spoils was to be given into the 
keeping of the High Priest, Eleazar. 
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Verses 32-47 

The plunder remaining from the spoils that the soldiers took was 675,000 sheep, 
33 72,000 cattle, 34 61,000 donkeys 35 and 32,000 women who had never slept with 
a man. 

36 The half share of those who fought in the battle was: 

337,500 sheep, 37 of which the tribute for the LORD was 675; 

38 36,000 cattle, of which the tribute for the LORD was 72; 

39 30,500 donkeys, of which the tribute for the LORD was 61; 

40 16,000 people, of whom the tribute for the LORD was 32. 

41 Moses gave the tribute to Eleazar the priest as the LORD’s part, as the LORD 
commanded Moses. 

42 The half belonging to the Israelites, which Moses set apart from that of the 
fighting men— 43 the community’s half—was 337,500 sheep, 44 36,000 cattle, 
45 30,500 donkeys 46 and 16,000 people. 47 From the Israelites’ half, Moses 
selected one out of every fifty people and animals, as the LORD commanded him, 
and gave them to the Levites, who were responsible for the care of the LORD’s 
tabernacle. 

• The spoils were counted and divided equally between the men who fought in 
the battle and the people of Israel. 

• The Lord's portion was removed according to the instructions given. 
 

Verses 48-53 
Then the officers who were over the units of the army—the commanders of 
thousands and commanders of hundreds—went to Moses 49 and said to him, 
“Your servants have counted the soldiers under our command, and not one is 
missing. 50 So we have brought as an offering to the LORD the gold articles each 
of us acquired—armlets, bracelets, signet rings, earrings and necklaces—to 
make atonement for ourselves before the LORD.” 

 Moses and Eleazar the priest accepted from them the gold—all the crafted 
articles. 52 All the gold from the commanders of thousands and commanders of 
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hundreds that Moses and Eleazar presented as a gift to the LORD weighed 16,750 
shekels. 53 Each soldier had taken plunder for himself.  

• Not one of Israel's soldiers was lost in the battle. 

• In thanksgiving to God for this fact, the leaders of the army presented a 
special gift to God of 16,750 shekels of gold. This would be about 6,700 
ounces of gold.  Today, this gold would be worth almost $75, 000. 

• Each soldier was given his fair share of the spoils. 

 

 

(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled Dividing the Spoils.  They have been 
prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at Cornerstone Fellowship, Coatesville 
Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Dr. Jensen and Cornerstone Fellowship.) 
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