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2 Chronicles 36:22-23 & Ezra 1:1-2 
 
Verses 2 Chronicles 36:22 & Ezra 1:1 
In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, in order to fulfill the word of the LORD 
spoken by Jeremiah, the LORD moved the heart of Cyrus king of Persia to make 
a proclamation throughout his realm and also to put it in writing: 

• 2 Chronicles closes with the exact same words as the book of Ezra opens. 
Scholars agree that this is a “scribal error.” At some point in time, a scribe 
who was copying the Bible made a mistake. He closed 2 Chronicles 
correctly. But when he began to copy Ezra, the next book in the Biblical 
order, he began with the closing words of 2 Chronicles instead of the first 
words of Ezra. However, we believe that the Holy Spirit of God protects the 
Biblical texts. Therefore, this “scribal error” must be intended by the Holy 
Spirit. Our question is what the Holy Spirit intended by this redundancy. 

• At the time these words were written (538 B.C.), world powers were 
shifting. The great empire of Babylon had fallen to Cyrus, the King of 
Persia.  Cyrus was a ruthless man who rose to power through military means 
defeating all those who opposed him. He was not a Jew nor sympathetic to 
Jewish concerns at the beginning of his reign. However, the Bible says that 
he was made king, “in order to fulfill the word of YHWH spoken by 
Jeremiah.” 

• The reference is to Jeremiah 25:11-12. God promised that, after 70 years in 
Babylonian captivity, a new king from a different culture would restore 
Israel. Cyrus was that king. 

• So, though Cyrus was not so inclined at first, God moved his heart to allow 
Israel to return home and to rebuild her Temple so by reestablishing the 
worship of YHWH. 

 
Verses 2 Chronicles 36:23 & Ezra 1:2 
“This is what Cyrus king of Persia says: 
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“‘The LORD, the God of heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of the earth and 
he has appointed me to build a temple for him at Jerusalem in Judah. Any of his 
people among you may go up, and may the LORD their God be with them.’” 

• Cyrus’ heart was moved to acknowledge YHWH as the Hebrew God and to 
allow the Temple to YHWH to be rebuilt in Jerusalem.  

• Cyrus remained a polytheist. He did not acknowledge God as the one and 
only god. However, his heart was moved by the Holy Spirit so that he acted 
in compliance with the word and will of YHWH. 
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