
 1 

Exegetical Notes, Luke 2:21-40 
“Everything Was Done” 

Prepared by Charles H. Jensen, Pastor, Cornerstone Fellowship 
101 Kylies Road, Coatesville, PA 19329 

610-384-1375 
charleshjensen@aol.com 

 
 
 
 
Luke 2:21-40 
 
Verse 21 
On the eighth day, when it was time to circumcise him, he was named 
Jesus, the name the angel had given him before he had been conceived. 

• In accord with the Law of Moses, Jesus was circumcised on the eighth 
day after his birth. This would have happened in the local synagogue 
in Bethlehem. 

• At that time, the baby was officially named. Joseph gave Jesus the 
name Jesus as the angels had told Mary to do. See Luke 1:31. 

 
Verses 22-24 
When the time of their purification according to the Law of Moses had 
been completed, Joseph and Mary took him to Jerusalem to present him to 
the Lord (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male is to 
be consecrated to the Lord”), and to offer a sacrifice in keeping with what 
is said in the Law of the Lord: “a pair of doves or two young pigeons.” 

• See Leviticus 12:2-8, 5:11, Exodus 13:12-13, Numbers 3:11-18 and 
8:17-18. These passages explain the period of purification and the 
laws concerning the firstborn. 

• After the birth of a son, a woman could not enter the Temple for 40 
days. This was the “time of her purification.” Sometime after that, 
Joseph and Mary went to the Temple in Jerusalem to offer the 
appropriate sacrifice. The suggested offering was a lamb and a pigeon. 
But allowance was made for those who could not afford this offering. 
Mary and Joseph offered two doves or two young pigeons. This was 
the alternate offering allowed for the poor. Apparently, they could not 
afford the more expensive offering.  
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• At this time, Jesus was also dedicated to the Lord’s service as was 
required with every first born son. 
 

Verses 25-26 
Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and 
devout. He was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit 
was upon him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he 
would not die before he had seen the Lord’s Christ.   

• A man named Simeon .lived in Jerusalem. He was a good man upon 
whom the Holy Spirit rested. The Holy Spirit had confirmed to him 
that he would not die until he had seen the Messiah.  

 
Verses 27-32 
Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts. When the parents 
brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the custom of the Law 
required, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying: 
“Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you now dismiss your servant in 
peace. For my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in 
the sight of all people, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to 
your people Israel.” 

• On the day when Mary and Joseph brought the baby to the Temple for 
his dedication, Simeon felt compelled to be there. When he saw the 
baby, he knew that Jesus was Israel’s Messiah and thanked God for 
letting him see the Messiah before he died.  

• Simeon confirmed that Jesus’ appeal was to all people, Jews and 
Gentiles alike.  
 

Verses 33-35 
The child’s father and mother marveled at what was said about him. Then 
Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: “This child is destined 
to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will 
be spoken against, so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. 
And a sword will pierce your own soul too.” 

• Once again, Mary and Joseph were astounded that others knew Jesus 
was Israel’s Messiah.  

• Simeon blessed them and predicted that not everyone in Israel would 
welcome Jesus as the Messiah. His ministry would expose people’s 
true place in God’s kingdom. Mary, too, would suffer anguish because 
of people’s reaction to Jesus.  
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Verses 36-38 
There was also a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe 
of Asher. She was very old; she had lived with her husband seven years 
after her marriage, and then was a widow until she was eighty-four. She 
never left the temple but worshiped night and day, fasting and praying. 
Coming up to them at that very moment, she gave thanks to God and spoke 
about the child to all who were looking forward to the redemption of 
Jerusalem.  

• Anna was an old woman who spent most of her time in the temple 
worshiping God. On the day when Mary and Joseph presented Jesus 
in the temple, Anna, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, recognized 
him as Israel’s Messiah and thanked God for him.  

 
Verses 39-40 
When Joseph and Mary had done everything required by the Law of the 
Lord, they returned to Galilee to their own town of Nazareth. And the 
child grew and became strong; he was filled with wisdom and the grace of 
God was upon him. 

• After these events, Mary and Joseph returned to Nazareth. Though 
they lived in Egypt for a time (see Matthew 3:13-23), Jesus grew to 
adulthood in Nazareth.   

 
 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled  Everything Was Done.  They 
have been prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at Cornerstone Fellowship, 
Coatesville Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Dr. Jensen and Cornerstone Fellowship.) 
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