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ENTERING A NEW YEAR
The new year is upon us, and the calendar seems to offer 365
new, fresh days. We look at the year as a whole and hope it will
be better than the last. This is good, to an extent. To be honest,
however, we must live the year day by day. There is a danger in
thinking about tomorrow so much that we neglect today.  Jesus
had a few things to say about that. Therefore do not worry about
tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough
trouble of its own (Matthew 6:34).

A few rare individuals plan their lives in youth and follow the plan
carefully. Most of us do not. One brilliant government official
planned his life at the age of twelve, while he wrote a school
theme. He followed the plan; he graduated from college on
schedule, pursued his career, and was appointed to a high
government position on the basis of his education and
experience. Even the appointment was, in a general way, part of
his twelve-year-old plan. Only God and time can tell whether or
not his was a successful life. Merely following a schedule is not
success. The Apostle Paul had something to say about that. For
to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain (Philippians 1:21). Or the
poet of the last century, “Only one life, ‘twill soon be past, only
what’s done for Christ will last.”

Suppose that, on graduation from college, this man had
contracted an illness and become an invalid for the remainder of
his life? Suppose he had not gained the appointment? Would he
have felt bitter toward his career?

God, however, has different wisdom and different ways from
ours. He often does the unusual, so who can predict how His
direction will lead? He took Abraham from Chaldea to Egypt to
Canaan, and made this shepherd the father of a nation; He took
another shepherd and made him king of Israel; He took Amos
from the farm and made him His prophet. Jesus called four
fishermen to become His apostles; He interrupted Matthew’s tax
collecting and Paul’s persecuting. God still changes our plans –
for His own purpose. Therefore, we cannot depend on our plans
for tomorrow.

God has not promised us tomorrow, and we cannot keep
yesterday. The only alternative is to begin to build on yesterday.
We can see our mistakes and our successes. With these as a
foundation, we can build for tomorrow.

God has promised that His mercy is eternal. He understands
weaknesses and failures. Those who wait for His direction can
turn failure into success. Hope is the friend that stands by in the
darkest hours for God’s promise is sure; the morning light will

bring new mercy and new strength.

We can have goals for our lives, but they must be seen in the
context of God’s will. Thinking about the future in terms of
tomorrow, next week, or next month can often lead to
unnecessary worry. God is a loving Father who cares for His
children. He does not want us to worry. The day-by-day living is
part of His plan. The future should be thought of in terms of “the
Lord willing,” we will do this. Living like this is contrary to our
nature, but it is the best way. Those who seek first the kingdom
of God do not need to worry about tomorrow. God has it all under
control.

In his great work The Imitation of Christ, first published in the 15th

century, Thomas A Kempis wrote a prayer which he suggested
should be the daily prayer of every good Christian.

Help me, my God, in this my good purpose,
and in Thy holy service; and grant that I
may now this day begin perfectly; for that
which I have done hitherto is as nothing.

The last line of this prayer is intriguing, that which I have done
hitherto is as nothing. Whether it be great good or great evil, that
which is done is done. Its consequence in advancing or denying
the cause of Jesus Christ is unalterable. Its importance has
vanished, for what matters now is what we do to advance the
Kingdom’s cause.

2016, 2015, 2014, 2013, 2012... they are all past and we cannot
change them. Before us, however, lies the great adventure of
2017. What we do with it for Christ is what matters now. Let us,
therefore, resolve to begin each day with Thomas A Kempis’
ancient prayer; that each day in this new year may be begun
perfectly and may end with Jesus’ words,

Well done, good and faithful servant.

Phillips Brooks, the great preacher, once wrote (Visions and
Tasks) “The year which came to us twelve months ago, all fresh
and young, is old and weary. Before too long a new year will
come to crowd him from his place. On such a day it is not a mere
habit, it is a natural and healthy instinct, which makes us stand
between the new year and the old, between the living and the
dead, and listen to them as they speak to one another. Can we
not almost hear the words they say? The old year says to the
new year, “Take this man and show him greater things than I
have been able to show him. You must be for him a richer, fuller
day of the Lord than I could be.” The new year says to the old, “I 
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will take him and do for him the best that I can do. But all that I
can do for him will be possible only in the virtue of the
preparation which you have made, only because of what you
have done for him already.”

We pause beside this door:
Thy year, O God, how shall we enter in?

The footsteps of a Child
Sound close beside us. Listen He will speak!
His birthday bells have hardly rung a week,
Yet has He trod the world’s press undefiled.

“Enter through me,” He saith, “Nor wander more;
For lo! I am the Door.”

As the New Year dawns, may the Lord give us a vision of His will
for us in the days ahead and the strength to carry on. May He
increase our faith, renew our hope and be our guide, in the name
of Christ. Amen
May God bless us all in our service to Him in this new year.

READ YOUR BIBLE
Since it was the custom of America’s founding fathers to read the
Bible through completely each year, we will offer this opportunity
again to you in 2017 in the hope that it will impact your life as it
did theirs.
The month of January
1.   Genesis 1&2, Psalm1 17. Exodus 1-3, Psalm 17
2.   Genesis 3&4, Psalm 2 18. Exodus 4-6, Ps 18:1-24
3.   Genesis 5-8, Psalm 3 19. Exodus 7-9, Ps 18:25-50
4.   Genesis 9-11, Psalm 4 20. Exodus 10-12, Psalm 19
5.   Genesis 12-14, Psalm 5 21. Exodus 13-15, Psalm 20
6.   Genesis 15-17, Psalm6 22. Exodus 16-18, Psalm 21
7.   Genesis 18-20, Psalm 7 23. Exodus 19-20, Psalm 22
8.   Genesis 21-23, Psalm 8 24. Exodus 21-23, Psalm 23
9.   Genesis 24-26, Psalm 9 25. Exodus 24-26, Psalm 24
10.  Genesis 27-30, Psalm 10 26. Exodus 27-29, Psalm 25
11.  Genesis 31-33, Psalm 11 27. Exodus 30-32, Psalm 26
12.  Genesis 34-36, Psalm 12 28. Exodus 33-35, Psalm 27
13.  Genesis 37-40, Psalm 13 29. Exodus 36-38, Psalm 28
14.  Genesis 41-43, Psalm 14 30. Exodus 39-40, Psalm 29
15.  Genesis 44-46, Psalm 15 31. Leviticus 1-3, Psalm 30
16.  Genesis 47-50, Psalm 16

WHEN THE ANGELS WENT AWAY
There is Christmas Eve; there is Christmas Day; and there is the
day after Christmas.

On Christmas Eve we bring in the Tree, erect it with care, and
proceed to decorate it, never without benefit of verbal assistance.
Then we bring in the gifts and arrange them about the Tree.
Meanwhile, we have lighted a candle, perhaps, and put it in the
window in recognition of Him who is the Light of the world. And
our hearts are lifted up and filled with glad expectation.

On Christmas Morning we wake up – a little late if there are no
children, a little early if there are – and find ourselves in a world
transformed by love and laughter and the spirit of good will. The
house before long is a litter, but we do not mind it – it seems
altogether good and glorious. Our heart is warm within us.

Then comes the day after Christmas, and how very different it
may seem!  Where now is the glad expectation of Christmas
Eve, and the strange joy of Christmas Morning? Christmas, when
it is past, may seem as a dream, a beautiful dream from which,
alas, we must waken to the hard realities of the world and life.
We may well believe, however, that the spiritual letdown of the
day after Christmas is not inevitable. True, the pure exaltation of
Christmas Eve cannot always be maintained, nor the sheer joy

of Christmas. Perhaps it is not necessary, nor even desirable,
that we should be always at a high pitch of emotion. But the
Christmas vision can be kept after Christmas Day is past.

The Christmas vision has to do with the final reality and power of
the world. Hunger, cold, desperation, and chaos, greed, cruelty,
tyranny, and intrenched injustice, these are among the realities
of today’s world. But they are not the final reality. The final reality
with which we have to deal is God – the God of Jesus Christ.
Atomic bombs, guided missiles, secret bacteriological weapons
of whose awful menace occasional hints are dropped, these are
among the powers of today’s world. But they are not the supreme
power. The supreme power with which we have to deal is the
power that keeps the stars in their courses and, taking the form
of a servant, stoops to minister unto the children of men. This is
what we see on Christmas Eve when candles are lighted and
carols sung and the world is strangely still and our hearts are
stilled and lifted up. And we somehow know on Christmas Eve
that what we see is not illusion but is eternal truth.

The vision of the love of God can be maintained on the day after
Christmas and every day after that. It can be maintained on the
condition that we do not neglect the heavenly vision but
undertake to live by it. This condition must of course be met. You
can no more keep a heavenly vision if you do not live by it than
you can keep a friendship if you do not cultivate it.

What would it mean to live by the vision which comes on
Christmas Eve? It would mean to trust God and not give way to
worry and faithless fears. It would mean to act on the faith that
the supreme power in the universe is not military force but is the
love of God seeking good for all men everywhere. It would mean
to practice love in daily life, at home and in every human
relationship.

A CHALLENGE FOR THE NEW YEAR
As the old year passes and the new year dawns, we are
reminded of the brevity of time and the need to evaluate our
living. The events of our lives move past us like a procession. In
these days we no sooner feel a sensation of excitement than it
is past and another takes its place. Like the psalmist, we “tell our
years as a tale that is told.” And what a tale it is! Of some things
we would be justly proud; of others, if we are sincere and true,
we are ashamed. Too often the latter outnumber the former, all
of which spreads a pall of guilt over our story. Who has not
yearned for the privilege of beginning again? Who has not ever
said, either aloud, or in his or her heart – “O, if I could only live
over that part of my life, I would do it differently.” We all, who
have attained to some years, can look back at our errors and
faults and say, “O, if only I could do that over again.” And we,
being born to hope, search for a better life. If we let God help us,
He will lead us to it.

As we stand at the threshold of a new year, fresh and clean, let
us remember that it is God’s gift to us. He expects us to be
faithful stewards of it. “Now it is required that those who have
been given a trust must prove faithful” (1 Corinthians 4:2). In
other words, stewardship! What do we mean by stewardship?
The dictionary says, “a steward is a person entrusted with the
management of estates, or affairs not his own.” Recently I ran
across another definition which is both Christian and Scriptural:
“Christian stewardship is the practice of systematic and
proportionate giving of time, abilities, and possessions, based
upon the conviction that these are a trust from God, to be used
in His service for the benefit of mankind.”  Christian stewardship
is partnership with God in the spirit of Jesus Christ, for every
Christian is a fellow-worker, a steward, who as a laborer together
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with God, shares in God’s creative purposes. It is dedicating “all
that I am, all that I have, all that I know, and all that I do” to God
and His use. It is devoting time, talent, possessions and life to
the doing of God’s will. It is living daily the life of love, service and
sacrifice. Is this how you live your life? The Apostle Paul put it in
these terms: “A LIVING SACRIFICE.”

May I suggest that as we begin the year 2017 that each of us
pledge to be faithful stewards by:

PLEDGING OUR PERSON
The most obvious fact of our faith is that we belong to God.
Therefore, our first act of stewardship is the giving of ourselves
to Him – heart, mind and will. Jesus, quoting the Old Testament
command, said that we are to love the LORD our God with all
our heart, with all our soul, with all our mind, and with all our
strength. So, when it comes to giving anything to God, we are
something less than Christian if it does not include the giving of
ourselves. Indeed, of all the things we can render to God, the
highest and noblest is ourselves in complete dedication to His
ways and will. To humbly, sincerely, and penitently stop trying to
run things our way and begin to help God run them His way. We
should surrender ourselves to Him in faith and trust.

PLEDGING OUR PRAYERS
At first glance, this might seem to be the easiest and cheapest
thing a person can give to God. But when we think seriously
about it, we know that we cannot really pray sincerely for
anything unless we are willing to work for it as well. Prayers that
are not prompted by real concern and followed by our own efforts
to help in the answer are “as sounding brass or tinkling cymbal.”
And sincere prayers for the church lead to service for the church.
Why? When we pray for the church we are helped to see what
the church is. When we look at the church in the light of God, we
see it not as a mere mass of brick and mortar, but as a
household of faith encompassing the earth, and surviving the
centuries. Such praying lifts sights of prayer. So much of our
human praying treats it as a way of getting our self-centered
desires fulfilled, or bringing a multitude of problems to the Lord.
And yet the Scripture tells us that God inhabits the PRAISE of
His people. Our first words in prayer should always be those of
praise. When our prayers are lifted in praise, who can measure
their power? In this new year – pray for our church, pray for our
leaders, pray for our fellow worshipers, pray for God to show you
ways to serve His church. When we offer our prayers to God we
are helping to reach hands around the world to release God’s
power. But be ready for God to answer, and be ready to respond
to His answer.

PLEDGING OUR PRESENCE
How often one hears, “I can be a good Christian without going to
church...” Perhaps you can believe in Christ without going to
church, but you will be a much better Christian if you do go
regularly. The Bible says that we should not forsake the
assembling of ourselves together. For when we go to church and
bow in the presence of the cross which reminds us of the
mercies of God, and join in the hymns and songs which have
stirred the faith of our fathers, and mingle with others who are
sincerely seeking God’s way of life, there comes a glow of spirit
that we can hardly get elsewhere. A Scottish minister was once
visiting a member of his church who had been absenting himself
from church services. They were sitting before a blazing fire. The
pastor took the tongs and lifted a blazing coal from the grate and
laid it on the hearth. Together they watched the leaping flame die
down into a dullen redness and then into ashen grayness. The
parishioner got the point without further discussion. It’s so easy
to hide behind the many claims on our time. It is not hard to

excuse oneself behind the high cost of living. But this is a time
when we dare not live unless we give heart and soul and mind
and strength to serve the King of kings.

PLEDGING OUR POSSESSIONS
When a person prays enough for the church’s mission to get it
into his heart, and is present enough to see the church’s program
and find his place in ministry, he is pretty sure to support it with
his gifts of tithes and offerings. If we want to see how much the
church is doing, we must see it from the inside, just as the
beauty of a stained-glass window can truly be seen only by the
viewer who is within the church building. The basis of our giving,
according to the Bible, should be love: For God so loved the
world, that He gave ... Some people attempt to buy God’s favor
with their gifts. At times they attempt to protect themselves
against God’s wrath or against misfortune by giving. Sometimes
they seek to purchase pardon by giving. Still others give from a
sense of duty or to gain the praise of men. The motive that
prompts our giving is the determining factor. Each person should
give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver (2 Corinthians
9:7). Bring the full tithes into the storehouse, that there may be
food in my house; and thereby put me to the test, says the Lord
of hosts, if I will not open the windows of heaven for you and
pour down for you an overflowing blessing (Malachi 3:10). Give
and it will be given to you; good measure, pressed down, shaken
together, running over, will be put into your lap. For the measure
you give will be the measure you get back (Luke 6:38). An
offering is an act of worship and should be made every Lord’s
Day upon the first day of the week ... (1 Corinthians 16:2). It
should be made by every Christian regardless of our
circumstances - let every one of you ... The size of one’s gift
should be in proportion to what you have received - as God has
prospered ... This is an individual matter between you and your
God.

WHAT WILL YOU DO IN THE NEW YEAR? Will you be a faithful
steward of God’s gifts? Will you pledge your PERSON, your
PRAYERS, your PRESENCE, and your POSSESSIONS in
PRAISE to God? This is the only moment you can lay claim to.
Within it lies the opportunity to begin a new life with God!! God
bless you as you struggle with your faithfulness.  May He find you
fully SUBMITTED and OBEDIENT! Remember, LISTEN to the
Word of God – OBEY the Word of God – and you will BE
BLESSED!

RESOLUTIONS FOR THE NEW YEAR
God invites every person everywhere into a personal relationship
with Him. He wants to have a personal relationship with you! If
you don’t know what all that means... if you are not living in a
personal growing relationship with God now, RESOLVE TO FIND
OUT HOW TO HAVE AND IMPROVE YOUR RELATIONSHIP
WITH GOD THIS YEAR!

The scripture says that “renewing our minds” requires continuous
action. Everyday, we need to resolve to let God fix our minds so
that we see things His way. This year, RESOLVE TO LET GOD
RENEW YOUR MIND SO THAT YOU WILL SEE THINGS HIS
WAY.

Among Christians, truth is essential. The body of Christ cannot
function properly if God’s children do not speak the truth, in love,
to one another. Among us, truth should never be used as a
weapon to hurt and destroy. This year, RESOLVE TO SPEAK
THE TRUTH TO ONE ANOTHER IN LOVE.

Are you angry at someone today? Remember that the sin you 
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hold against someone else will ultimately be charged to your
account. The Bible tells us to forgive over and over again, even
the most offensive thing.  This year, RESOLVE TO FORGIVE
EACH OTHER, AND NEVER TO LET THE SUN SET ON YOUR
ANGER.

The Apostle Paul admonishes us to do honest labor, not for the
sake of amassing personal fortunes or getting the latest and
biggest toys, but so we will be able to give to the Lord’s work. In
2017, RESOLVE TO DO HONEST LABOR SO THAT WE CAN
GIVE TO THE WORK OF THE LORD.

Our parents told us when we were children that if we don’t have
anything nice to say, not to say anything at all.  The Apostle Paul
also reminds us not to let unwholesome talk come out of our
mouths. Paul has more in mind than cursing. He means using
words to cut someone else down, to damage their reputation or
encourage them to do something harmful. Remember that it is
not what goes into a person that makes him unclean, but what
comes out. This year, RESOLVE TO GET RID OF ROTTEN
LANGUAGE AND ANYTHING THAT TEARS SOMEONE ELSE
DOWN.

Do you grieve the Holy Spirit by refusing to do what God is
calling you to do?  The Holy Spirit is the agent of God’s
personality that calls us to follow God and helps us discover our
place in the ministry of the church. This year, RESOLVE TO
SURRENDER FULLY TO THE LEADING OF GOD’S HOLY
SPIRIT.

Again, the Apostle Paul says that Christians are kind,
compassionate and full of forgiveness.  Would people looking at
you and the way you conduct your life see those attributes?  We
cannot fully be those things without God’s help and without the
help of others.  That is why we pray for each other.  We too often
look for other’s weaknesses and not their strengths, forgetting
that we need to remove the LOG in our eye before we can see
the speck in someone else’s.  This year, RESOLVE TO PRAY
FOR EACH OTHER, FOR THE PASTORS AND LEADERS GOD
HAS PLACED BEFORE US AND FOR THE UNITY OF THE
BODY OF CHRIST.

PREPARING PEOPLE TO CHANGE
THEIR WORLD FOR JESUS

At Cornerstone, PREPARING means that we believe God’s
Word, the Bible, and do all we can in being creative, energetic
and relevant in our teaching, preaching, our music, our children,
youth & adult ministries, and our small groups so that you will
feel prepared to use it in your daily life.

PEOPLE reminds us that the church is not a building but is the
people of God. Both those who are connected with Cornerstone
and those people who you rub shoulders with on a weekly basis
are those we want you to build a relationship with and invite to
our church on Sunday mornings or to one of our many small
groups so that we too can prepare them to grow in the
knowledge of God’s Word and Grace.  By the way, we believe
this is THE most effective and Biblical way to grow the church –
you inviting someone!

TO CHANGE is a call to the Gospel - the good news of Jesus is
that he wants you to make right choices – to choose him as
friend, Savior & Master of your life, to make daily choices to grow
and be healthy. Change is a necessary ingredient to the
Christian journey - both within our own personal walk and to
challenge the lives around us to be open to the change Jesus
expects of us all. 2 Corinthians 5:17 is a promise of the

“changed” life.

THEIR WORLD (your world) is the people who you interact with
on a regular basis that we feel God has placed you around for a
specific purpose.

FOR JESUS - this is the reason Cornerstone exists, the reason
we are building friendships with each other and God, the reason
we feel called to reach out to others and invite them in. We do all
that we do for Jesus because he did it all for us on a cross two
thousand years ago!
SOOO...

1. Preparing - when you come to Sunday morning worship or a
small group - are you taking notes and incorporating what you
have learned from God’s Word into your week? If you haven’t
been attending regularly what sources of preparation are you
then using to empower your life - is it connected to our local
church – God’s primary vehicle for spiritual growth?

2. People - What is church to you? Is it a building? A place you
only go to on Sunday? Is it just listening to the Pastor? Or is it
the people of Christ? What are you doing to be more connected
to the People of Christ? Name 2 people in our church who are
impacting you spiritually outside of the pastor and your spouse?
If you cannot think of 2 people - what are you going to do to
change that?

3. To Change - What areas of your own personal life do you feel
compelled to change for the good? What bad habits must be
dropped? Who will hold you accountable in our church so that
you are open to changing your life for the good? (Hint - have you
tried a small group?) How can you help change the lives of the
people around you who are hurting or need a hand?

4. Their World - Make a list of all the people you interact with on
a regular basis. How many of them know Jesus as their friend,
Savior & Master of their life? Who do you need to invite to church
- maybe some of them know Jesus, but don’t have a church
home - how about asking them to try us out this Sunday? Do you
think you were placed around these people for a reason? If “yes”
then figure that reason out and act on it. If “no” then you need to
answer what is the purpose of relationships to you. Is it for your
own advancement only or is there something more purposeful
behind it all?

5. For Jesus - How motivated are you by the teachings of Jesus
found in Matthew, Mark, Luke and John? Do you know what
Jesus “really” is asking of you or do you “assume” to know? If
Jesus was sitting down for a cup of coffee with you today - what
two areas of your life would he want you to work on and how are
you going to go about getting that done? When you go to church
- why are you going and what are your expectations in light of the
expectations Jesus has for you on a daily basis and in the
church? In other words, are your expectations of church the
same as those of Jesus or do you relate church as just another
“service” to be provided to meet your needs?
Some tough questions to chew on, eh? For some it may be hard
chewing, but I guarantee you will be blessed when you
HONESTLY answer through them.

THANK YOU!!!!
We want to thank everyone who made the Annual Christmas
Concert a great success. We thank those who performed those
beautiful Christmas melodies, those who worked the sound and
lights, those who organized and worked in the kitchen, those who
brought the delicious food and everyone who attended. YOU 
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ARE ALL A BLESSING! Can’t wait for next year!!

Also, THANKS to everyone who made the Swag night a
success. Special thanks to Aunt Dian for making all the bows for
our creations and sending them all the way from Colorado; and
to everyone who donated greens. Suppose we’ll have more sign
up next year?!?

Also, THANKS to everyone who helped make A Night Under
the Stars and Breakfast With the Wise Men great successes.
Chris & Andrea Main – you are JUST GREAT! Peter, Paul and
Rob were just wonderful! And THANKS, Mike Mulhollan and
Tim Warren, for the DELICIOUS breakfast!

Also, THANKS for a great evening at the PUNK ROCK
CHRISTMAS PARTY!  It was a BLAST! 

WHAT A WONDERFUL DAY
This is the day that the Lord has made! Let us rejoice and be
glad as we live in the glory of this Christmas season. The
feverish activity of the holiday season is past. A New Year is
about to begin.

Today, we can use these times to ponder the glories of the
Christmas season. This can be a time to let Christmas “sink in.”
It is a time to recall that the introduction of the Christ child was
not simply God’s frivolous, last minute idea. The Gospel reminds
us that “in the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God and the Word was God.”

It comes as no great insight that we have before us the ultimate
love story. Sometimes, however, in all of the dinners and parties,
we lose that essential message.

To illustrate the magnitude of this love story, consider applying
some of the events in your own lives. If you are about to become
a parent, you insure that the very best is available for your child.
You consult the finest physicians. You inspect the birthing
facilities. You prepare a special place of comfort in your home.
Such activities are normal, parenting behavior.

Now, if you were God, and you were preparing to change the
course of history, would you (1) allow your child to be born to a
teenage girl in a barn or (2) allow your most precious relationship
to encounter the vulnerability of being a baby in a potentially
hostile world?

Yet, God loved humankind so much, that he gave us his most
precious gift, his Son! And he gave him to us in a way that we
can all understand – as a baby.

Such an act of unselfish love is probably beyond our grasp.
Nevertheless, we spend our lifetimes in response to this gift. The
journey of faith revolves around the baby in the manger.

There is nothing, but nothing that equals the importance of
keeping the Christ at the center of our lives. There are forces and
powers that would seek to derail this journey.

It has been suggested that we are oftentimes beset with personal
devils. A personal devil is something that allows what is good as
long as it keep us from the very best. We see such personal
devils in our relationship with Christ.

For instance, those who “take the summer off’ from church to
“spend time with their families” take something that is “good”
(time with loved ones) but it prevents them from the very “best”

(an ongoing, faithful relationship with Christ). In the church we
become so afflicted by interpersonal conflicts that we can allow
a “good” reason (battle with fellow members) to keep us from the
very “best” (worship and participation in Christ’s church).

In these wonderful days of Christmas, there are demonic forces
that seek to convince us that the purpose of the season is greed
and gluttony. Perhaps the greatest evidence of a “good”
preventing the very “best” is the emphasis on Santa Claus
instead of the birth of the Savor of the World. Adults foolishly
promulgate the notion of Santa while saying nothing of the love
story of Christmas. The concept of Santa Claus is certainly not
inherently evil, but it becomes evil when it takes the center stage
above the birth of God’s only Son.

The Gospel of John puts it this way –“For God so loved the world
that he gave his only Son that whosoever believes in him might
not perish but have everlasting life.”

Thanks be to God for this gift of love!

IS THERE A GOD?
Albert Einstein once said, “Everyone who is seriously interested
in the pursuit of science becomes convinced that a spirit is
manifest in the laws of the Universe – a spirit vastly superior to
that of man, and one in the face of which we, with our modest
powers, must feel humble.”

Have you ever looked up into the heavens at night – or felt a tiny
baby grip your finger – and been filled with wonder? The world is
filled with wonder everywhere we look.

But WHO MADE ALL OF THIS? Did it just happen... or is there
really a God who created it, as the Bible says?

Can anyone really deny it? If you say there is no God, then all
the wonders around you are just an accident. The billions of stars
in the sky just happened to make themselves, generate their own
power, and stay on course. The land just happens to have topsoil
without which nothing could grow. The air we breathe — only 50
miles deep and exactly the right composition to support life — is
just another accident in the “laws of physics.”

Did deposits of coal, zinc, gold and uranium get there by
accident? And what prevents lakes from freezing solid – all the
way down to the bottom – making it impossible for fish to survive
frigid winters? Why does the earth spin at a given speed without
slowing so that we have day and night? Who tilts it so we get
seasons? No one really knows the why and how of the magnetic
poles. Or think of the sun stoking a fire just warm enough to
sustain us on earth, but no too close to fry us or too far away to
freeze us. Who keeps things constant?

Can you believe these things just happened by accident? Isn’t it
more reasonable to believe that a supreme mind is behind all of
them and everything that exists?

What about the human body? It’s an intricate combination of
bones, muscles, nerves and blood vessels. By 2020 scientists
hope to have a supercomputer to rival the three-pound average
adult brain, but it won’t be easy. In 2007 scientists built a $30
million supercomputer that required a $29 million operating
budget. It has 5% of the computing ability of a human brain!

The kidneys contain approximately 145 miles of tiny tubes. In a 
day they filter around 50 gallons of blood, extracting up to two
quarts of water and impurities. Then there’s the heart, an 
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unbelievably rugged organ – a four-chamber, four-valve pump
that handles the equivalent of 2,000 gallons of blood daily. It
supplies a circulatory system that has 100,000 miles of vessels
and, in a lifetime, beats two-and-one-half billion times (108,000
times a day)!

Before you say, “There is no God,” think about these marvels. All
of creation gives evidence that there is a God who created it all.
And since the Bible says that God’s Son, Jesus, created all
things and holds everything together (Colossians 1:16-17), then
we need to see how Jesus’ life affects us.

Our Creator came to earth on a mission to change disaster into
victory. The Bible says that we’re “dead in trespasses and sins”
and “alienated from the life of God” (Ephesians 2:1, 4:18). Just
as a body without physical life is physically dead, so anyone who
is separated from God is spiritually dead. So we need God’s
forgiveness of our sin and freedom from its penalty, which is
spiritual death – eternal separation from God in hell. We all are
in need of a right relationship with God.

That’s why God sent Jesus to earth. The Bible tells us, “For God
so loved the world, that he gave His only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have
everlasting life” (John 3:16). Jesus willingly paid the ultimate
price to save us from the consequences of our sins!

By His death on the cross the sinless Jesus paid the debt of our
sins that we could never pay. And His resurrection three days
later proved what He claimed was true: “I am the resurrection,
and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet
shall he live” (John 11:25).

That everlasting life will be yours if you acknowledge to God that
you are a sinner and believe in your heart that Jesus is the only
way you can ever be forgiven. If that’s your heart’s desire, why
not tell Him?

UPWARD 2017
Please pray for the children and adults who will be participating
in the UPWARD basketball and cheerleading program this year.
Our goal is that each child will experience the love of God as
they are having fun learning their skills.
Game Day Volunteers are still needed! You can still volunteer to
help. Please see Peter Jensen or Lois Jensen if you can help
with set up, break down, clean up, or security. 

UPWARD practices begin Monday, January 9, with the first
games scheduled for Saturday, January 21.

SNACKS/REFRESHMENTS NEEDED
We are looking for donations of refreshments for the refreshment
stand for the UPWARD season. We need:

cases of water
bags of snacks (chips/pretzels/pop corn, etc)

slim jims
twizzlers (individually wrapped)

candy bars
individual size rice krispie treats

individual size fruit snacks
individual size cracker snacks

If you would like to donate, please bring your donation to the
church and put them in the bin in the lobby. Thank you!

EMBRACE HOPE
Romans 15:13-16

Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,
that ye may abound in hope, through the power of the Holy
Ghost. And I myself also am persuaded of you, my brethren,
that ye also are full of goodness, filled with all knowledge, able
also to admonish one another. Nevertheless, brethren, I have
written the more boldly unto you in some sort, as putting you
in mind, because of the grace that is given to me of God, that I
should be the minister of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles,
ministering the gospel of God, that the offering up of the
Gentiles might be acceptable, being sanctified by the Holy
Ghost.

Find the BOLDED words below

S W H A A D M O N I S H H R M

T S I R H C T F W E O A E I S

G N E G R A C E L R V H N H S

O S E L I T N E G E T I O K E

S A D T E R O M P O S U G D N

P B R E T H R E N T L Y I B D

E O D G I I T A E D A P M E O

L U W D O F R R T D E B D L O

E N R E G F I W E A E A L I G

T D P L R N F T C V U L Y E L

G O S W G T I E C S E I L V L

H G U O R H T T R N U N D I U

O S S N F G O E T I A U L N F

S L E K F I P L I U N S O G L

T L J F O M R P Y A P G B U L

HAVE A BLESSED AND HAPPY NEW YEAR!


