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John 18:15-18; 25-27 
 
Verses 15-18 
 Simon Peter and another disciple were following Jesus. Because this disciple 
was known to the high priest, he went with Jesus into the high priest’s 
courtyard, 16 but Peter had to wait outside at the door. The other disciple, who 
was known to the high priest, came back, spoke to the servant girl on duty there 
and brought Peter in. 
17 “You aren’t one of this man’s disciples too, are you?” she asked Peter. 
He replied, “I am not.” 
18 It was cold, and the servants and officials stood around a fire they had made 
to keep warm. Peter also was standing with them, warming himself. 

• Peter and another of Jesus’ disciples, most likely John the author of the 
Gospel of John, followed the detachment of soldiers who had arrested 
Jesus to Annas’ house.  

• We do not understand the implications, but apparently the “other disciple” 
had some contact with Annas’ household which gave him admission to it. 
The words used in verse 15 imply that the “other disciple” was an intimate 
of the household. He was so well recognized that he could also get Peter, a 
complete stranger, into the place. 

• As the “other disciple” was bringing Peter into Annas’ house, the servant 
girl who watched the door asked him if he was not a follower of Jesus. She 
may have surmised this because she recognized, from his way of dress or 
perhaps his accent, that Peter was a Galilean like Jesus. 

• Peter quickly denied that he knew Jesus and tried to blend in with the 
crowd. 
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Verses 25-27 
 Meanwhile, Simon Peter was still standing there warming himself. So they 
asked him, “You aren’t one of his disciples too, are you?” 
He denied it, saying, “I am not.” 
26 One of the high priest’s servants, a relative of the man whose ear Peter had 
cut off, challenged him, “Didn’t I see you with him in the garden?” 27 Again Peter 
denied it, and at that moment a rooster began to crow. 

• While Jesus was being interviewed by Annas (see John 18:12-14; 19-23 and 
the exegetical notes for that passage), Peter stood by the fire in the 
courtyard of Annas’ house warming himself. Annas’ servants and officials 
were also there.   

• Those there suspected that Peter was one of Jesus’ disciples. We do not 
know what caused this suspicion. Perhaps some of them had seen him with 
Jesus. Perhaps they knew that “the other disciple” (verse 15) was one of 
Jesus’ disciples and knew that Peter had come there with him. Perhaps 
Peter spoke with a Galilean accent. For whatever reason, they suspected 
Peter.  

• As a group, they asked Peter if he was one of Jesus’ disciples. Peter quickly 
replied that he was not a follower of Jesus. 

• A few moments later, one of Annas’ servants, a relative of Malchus whose 
ear Peter had cut off (see John 18:10-11) “challenged” ( NIV) Peter. This 
encounter may have been the most personal as this person had a grudge 
against Peter. The NIV seems to want to catch this personal grudge theme 
by using the word “challenged,” but there is no difference indicated in the 
Greek wording of the passage. Again Peter denied that he was with Jesus. 

• As Peter spoke the third denial of Jesus, the rooster crowed. See Jesus’ 
words in John 13:38. 
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