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(These exegetical notes are meant to be a continuation of the exegetical notes 
written for John 18:28-40.) 
 
 
John 19:1-7 
 
Verses 1-3 
Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. 2 The soldiers twisted together a 
crown of thorns and put it on his head. They clothed him in a purple robe 3 and 
went up to him again and again, saying, “Hail, king of the Jews!” And they 
slapped him in the face. 

• Because the Jews had no authority to carry out executions without Rome’s 
approval (see John 18:31), and because the Jewish authorities had decided 
that Jesus must be executed (see John 11:49-50), Jesus was taken before 
the Roman Governor of Judea, Pontius Pilate. The charges brought by the 
Jewish authorities were ambiguous, “If he were not a criminal, we would 
not have handed him over to you” (John 18:30). In fact, there are no 
specific charges delivered against Jesus in the Roman trial. Pilate’s 
response, “Take him and judge him by your own law,” (John 18:31) is his 
way telling the Jews that he cannot determine a man guilty of an 
unspecified crime. In Luke’s account of the Roman trial more specific 
charges are brought: that Jesus was “perverting the nation,” “forbidding 
people to pay their taxes” and “saying he was the Messiah” (Luke 23:2).  
The third charge sparks of insurrection. So the first words which Pilate 
spoke to Jesus were, “Are you the king of the Jews?” (John 18:33). This is 
reported in each of the Gospels. But after seeing Jesus and talking with him, 
Pilate told the Jewish authorities, “I find no basis for a charge against this 
man” (John 18:38). At that, the trial should have been concluded. Jesus had 
been declared “not guilty”. But Pilate’s relationship with the Jews was 
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never very good. To appease them he offered to release either Jesus or 
Barabbas, a notorious criminal to them. He was sure that they would pick 
Jesus and thereby make Jesus’ release their own decision. His hoped for 
outcome did not come. “They,” meaning the crowd, led by the Jewish 
authorities, demanded that he release Barabbas to them. 

• Pilate then had Jesus flogged in an attempt to appease the Jewish 
authorities. In a Roman flogging the prisoner was beaten with a whip made 
of several strips of leather. Knotted into these leather strips were pieces of 
bone and lead that were designed to tear the flesh of the one being beaten. 
The beating was limited to 40 strokes of the whip. This beating was often so 
harsh that the prisoner did not survive. 

• The soldiers who flogged Jesus also made fun of him. They made a fake 
crown for him to wear, and dressed him in purple, the color of a king. They 
struck him many times in the face.  

 
Verses 4-6a 
Once more Pilate came out and said to the Jews gathered there, “Look, I am 
bringing him out to you to let you know that I find no basis for a charge against 
him.” 5 When Jesus came out wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe, 
Pilate said to them, “Here is the man!” 
6 As soon as the chief priests and their officials saw him, they shouted, “Crucify! 
Crucify!” 

• After beating Jesus, while he was still wearing the fake crown and the 
purple robe, Pilate brought Jesus out before the crowd again. Clearly, Pilate 
expected them to see that Jesus was not a threat to anyone. His comment, 
“Here Is the man” is his way of saying, “look at him”. 

• But the Jewish authorities continued to demand that Jesus be crucified, the 
Roman method of execution. 

 
 Verses 6b-7 
But Pilate answered, “You take him and crucify him. As for me, I find no basis for 
a charge against him.” 
7 The Jewish leaders insisted, “We have a law, and according to that law he must 
die, because he claimed to be the Son of God.” 

• Pilate still attempted to release Jesus because he knew that Jesus was not 
guilty of any crime. Again, he declared Jesus innocent. 
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• But the Jewish authorities insisted that Jesus must die because he claimed 
to be the Son of God. 

 
 
 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled The Trials, Part 3 continued – The Crowd. 
They have been prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at Cornerstone Fellowship, 
Coatesville Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Cornerstone Fellowship & The Reverend Doctor Charles H. 
Jensen. They are used here by permission.) 
 


