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John 19:17-37 

 

Verses 17- 22 
Carrying his own cross, he went out to the place of the Skull (which in Aramaic 
is called Golgotha). 18 There they crucified him, and with him two others—one 
on each side and Jesus in the middle. 
19 Pilate had a notice prepared and fastened to the cross. It read: JESUS OF 
NAZARETH, THE KING OF THE JEWS. 20 Many of the Jews read this sign, for the 
place where Jesus was crucified was near the city, and the sign was written in 
Aramaic, Latin and Greek. 21 The chief priests of the Jews protested to Pilate, 
“Do not write ‘The King of the Jews,’ but that this man claimed to be king of the 
Jews.” 
22 Pilate answered, “What I have written, I have written.” 

• Pilate, the Roman governor, clearly found no reason to execute Jesus. (See 
John 18:36, 19:4, 19:6) He tried to have Jesus released. (See 19:12) But he 
was forced to bow to political pressure, and so he condemned Jesus to die. 
(See 19:16) 

• Jesus carried his cross beam to the place of execution which was Roman 
custom.  

• “Golgotha” is the Aramaic word for skull. “Calvary” is the Latin word.  
• There he was crucified.  
• On either side of Jesus’ cross were two other crosses. On each of these 

others were crucified. Jesus was executed between these. 
• Pilate put the official charge against Jesus on a sign which was hung above 

him on his cross. The charge, written in Aramaic, Greek, and Latin, so that it 
could be read by all who passed by said, “The King of the Jews.” The 
accusation was true. Jesus is the Messiah, the Anointed One, the King of the 
Jews.” Though the religious leaders rejected this charge and asked Pilate to 
change the sign, he would not. 
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Verses 23-24 
When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes, dividing them into four 
shares, one for each of them, with the undergarment remaining. This garment 
was seamless, woven in one piece from top to bottom. 
24 “Let’s not tear it,” they said to one another. “Let’s decide by lot who will get 
it.” 
This happened that the scripture might be fulfilled that said, 
“They divided my clothes among them 
    and cast lots for my garment.”[a] 
So this is what the soldiers did. 

• Romans crucified people naked. Jesus was stripped of his clothing when he 
was nailed to the cross. The prisoners’ clothing became the property of the 
executioners.  

• Jesus’ clothes were divided into four shares implying that there were four 
men who nailed him to the cross. But his “undergarment,” a kind of shirt 
worn under his other garments that reached from his neck to his knees or 
ankles was left over. It was woven without seams and this made it a more 
valuable item. To see who would receive this garment, the executioners 
“cast lots” for it. They literally threw dice to see who of them would get 
Jesus’ shirt. 

• Psalm 22:17, 20-21 is quoted. Thus, the action of the executioners in casting 
lots for Jesus’ shirt is seen as prophetic fulfillment of the Scripture, proof 
that he is the Son of God. 

 
Verses 25-27 
25 Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of 
Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26 When Jesus saw his mother there, and the 
disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to her, “Woman,[b] here is your 
son,” 27 and to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” From that time on, this 
disciple took her into his home. 

• As Jesus neared his death he confided care for Mary, his Mother, to the 
disciple, John. 

 
Verses 28-30 
Later, knowing that everything had now been finished, and so that Scripture 
would be fulfilled, Jesus said, “I am thirsty.” 29 A jar of wine vinegar was there, 
so they soaked a sponge in it, put the sponge on a stalk of the hyssop plant, and 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=JOhn+19%3A17-37&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26850a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=JOhn+19%3A17-37&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26852b
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lifted it to Jesus’ lips. 30 When he had received the drink, Jesus said, “It is 
finished.” With that, he bowed his head and gave up his spirit. 

• As Jesus neared the moment of his death, he said, “I am thirsty.” Jesus was 
apparently reciting the Psalms as he neared death. This quotation is from 
Psalm 69:21 and Psalm 21:15. It is another prophetic fulfillment proving that 
Jesus was the Messiah. 

• After saying this Jesus suffered physical death. 
 
Verses 31-37 
 Now it was the day of Preparation, and the next day was to be a special Sabbath. 
Because the Jewish leaders did not want the bodies left on the crosses during the 
Sabbath, they asked Pilate to have the legs broken and the bodies taken down. 
32 The soldiers therefore came and broke the legs of the first man who had been 
crucified with Jesus, and then those of the other. 33 But when they came to Jesus 
and found that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. 34 Instead, one of 
the soldiers pierced Jesus’ side with a spear, bringing a sudden flow of blood and 
water. 35 The man who saw it has given testimony, and his testimony is true. He 
knows that he tells the truth, and he testifies so that you also may believe. 
36 These things happened so that the scripture would be fulfilled: “Not one of his 
bones will be broken,” 37 and, as another scripture says, “They will look on the 
one they have pierced.” 

• The day of preparation is the day before the Sabbath. As these events 
happened during the Passover celebration, this Sabbath would have been 
“special” to the Jews. As Golgotha was a very public place (See verse 19), it 
was public so that the execution and humiliation of the executed would serve 
as a lesson to others, the Jews did not want the bodies of those executed left 
on the crosses to mar the Sabbath. It may have been that the sign over Jesus’ 
head also disturbed them. They asked Pilate to break the legs of those 
executed. Breaking their legs would make it extremely hard for the executed 
to draw breath and so hasten their deaths. Pilate ordered the executioners to 
take this step. 

• The legs of both men executed with Jesus were broken. But when the 
soldiers came to Jesus, they did not break his legs for they found him already 
dead. However, to insure that Jesus was dead, one of the soldiers pierced his 
side with a spear. Blood and water flowed from the wound indicating that 
the spear pierced Jesus’ pericardial sack. 

• These two acts are also taken as prophetic fulfillment. Isaiah 53:5, Zechariah 
12:10, and Psalm 22:16 are the Scripture references. 
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• The “man who testified to these things” (verse 35) is most likely John the 
Apostle who watched Jesus die. 

 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled The Crucifixion. They have been prepared 
by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at Cornerstone Fellowship, Coatesville Pennsylvania. All 
rights are reserved by Cornerstone Fellowship & The Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen. They are used here by 
permission.) 

 


