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(These exegetical notes are meant to be a continuation of the exegetical notes 
written for John 18:28-40 and John 19:1-7.) 
 
 
John 19:7-16 
 
Verses 7-11 
The Jewish leaders insisted, “We have a law, and according to that law he must 
die, because he claimed to be the Son of God.” 
8 When Pilate heard this, he was even more afraid, 9 and he went back inside the 
palace. “Where do you come from?” he asked Jesus, but Jesus gave him no 
answer. 10 “Do you refuse to speak to me?” Pilate said. “Don’t you realize I have 
power either to free you or to crucify you?” 
11 Jesus answered, “You would have no power over me if it were not given to you 
from above. Therefore the one who handed me over to you is guilty of a greater 
sin.” 

• Pilate found no charge valid against Jesus, so he continued to insist that 
Jesus should be set free. But the Jews contended that Jesus should be 
executed because he was guilty of blasphemy, the crime of making himself 
equal to or above God. (See Leviticus 24:16) They claimed that Jesus said he 
was the Son of God.  

• As the Romans were polytheistic, Pilate would have heard this statement 
differently than the Jews. Because Roman gods could mate with mortal 
women and produce exceptional offspring, Pilate was afraid that he was 
addressing a son of one of the gods when he spoke to Jesus. If he offended 
the god who was the father of this person he could suffer greatly for it. So 
he went back inside the palace to examine Jesus privately about this 
matter. Pilate wanted to know Jesus’ origin; was Jesus the son of a god? So 
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he asked Jesus, “Where do you come from?” But Jesus would not answer 
his question. 

•  Pilate then confronts Jesus with the power that he has over Jesus. But 
Jesus told Pilate that Pilate had no power over him except that which was 
given him from above, from God. 
 
 

Verses 12-16 
From then on, Pilate tried to set Jesus free, but the Jewish leaders kept shouting, 
“If you let this man go, you are no friend of Caesar. Anyone who claims to be a 
king opposes Caesar.” 
13 When Pilate heard this, he brought Jesus out and sat down on the judge’s seat 
at a place known as the Stone Pavement (which in Aramaic is Gabbatha). 14 It 
was the day of Preparation of the Passover; it was about noon. 
“Here is your king,” Pilate said to the Jews. 
15 But they shouted, “Take him away! Take him away! Crucify him!” 
“Shall I crucify your king?” Pilate asked. 
“We have no king but Caesar,” the chief priests answered. 
16 Finally Pilate handed him over to them to be crucified. 
So the soldiers took charge of Jesus.  

• The conversation about Jesus’ origin was disturbing to Pilate. Jesus told him 
that he had no power over Jesus except that which was given to him “from 
above.”  (See verse 11)  “From above” could mean from Rome or it could 
mean from the god who was Jesus’ father. Pilate decided not to take any 
chances. He kept trying to set Jesus free. 

• But the Jewish authorities were determined that Jesus should be executed. 
To achieve that end they pressed harder on Pilate. They said that if he let 
Jesus go it meant that he was not Caesar’s friend because Jesus’ claim to be 
Israel’s Messiah put him in direction opposition to Caesar’s rule. So Pilate 
sat down on the judgment seat ready to proclaim his verdict. 

• It was at noon on Friday, the day for Sabbath preparation, of Passover week 
that Pilate took his seat. He had Jesus brought out before the crowd once 
more. He said to those Jews assembled before him, “Here is your king.”  

• And then the great blasphemy occurred. Those who were supposed to 
serve YHWH alone as King, declared to the world, “WE HAVE NO KING BUT 
CAESAR!” And they continued to demand that Jesus be crucified. 
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• So Pilate surrendered to the political pressure. He ordered that Jesus 
should be crucified. 

 
 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled The Trials, Part 3 continued – Only One 
King. They have been prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at Cornerstone Fellowship, 
Coatesville Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Cornerstone Fellowship & The Reverend Doctor Charles H. 
Jensen. They are used here by permission.) 
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