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A LOOK AT LENT
The season of Lent is a time when we prepare our hearts, minds
and souls for the sacred observances of Christ’s death on Good
Friday and his resurrection on Easter. In Lent, we recognize we
are simply dust and ashes without Christ, we confess our sins to
God, and we follow Christ to the cross, where we are made
whole again. In the early Church, the six weeks of Lent were a
time of training and instruction for converts to Christianity who
were preparing to be baptized on Easter.

Lent lasts for 40 days, and begins on Ash Wednesday (this year
- that’s March 1st) and ends on Holy Saturday (the day before
Easter). Sundays are excluded from the counting of the 40 days
because they still remain “little Easters” even during this solemn
season. The number 40 is significant because, at the start of his
ministry, Jesus spent 40 days fasting, praying and resisting
temptation, as we are called to do during Lent. (See Matthew
3:1-4:11)

Traditionally three disciplines are associated with Lent:
þFasting - skipping a meal once a week or refraining from

eating certain foods affords us the opportunity to spend
more time feeding on the Word of God and being
spiritually nourished through prayer and meditation.

þAbstinence - Removing a particular bad habit, sinful
indulgence or guilty pleasure from our daily routine
frees us to engage in activities that are God-pleasing
and reflects in a small way the self-sacrifice that Christ
endured for us.

þAlmsgiving - Giving something extra during this time – to our
church - is a way to remember that Christ gave up
everything to save us from sin, death and the devil and
to free us to live a new life in him.

There is ONE FOCUS during Lent – Our focus is solely on the
cross of Christ. For it was on the cross that the sinless Son of
God suffered and died for us that we might be fully forgiven and
live forever with him in heaven. Reading Scripture verses about
the events leading up to Christ’s crucifixion, fasting, prayer,
abstinence and almsgiving will help keep our focus strong.

The word “Passion” in the context of Lent does not refer to
intense romantic love – though it does refer to intense love – the
love of God in Christ that resulted in Christ’s sufferings from the
night of the Last Supper to his death on the cross on Good
Friday. Scriptural accounts of these last days in Christ’s life are
called the Passion narratives. Make an effort to read some
portion of one of the Passion narratives (found below) each day
of Lent. Then spend 5-10 minutes simply pondering the words

you have just read, thanking God for his great gift of love – the
life of his only begotten Son.

PASSION NARRATIVES
Matthew 26:14-27:66

Mark 14:1-15:47
Luke 22:14-23:56
John 18:1-19:42

Lent is an opportunity to enter into a deepening experience of
fellowship with God through meditation, prayer, devotional
reading and helpful ministry to others. If rightly used, it will
become a source of joyful, peaceful and fruitful living.  

The chief aim of LENT is to keep the soul in spiritual health by
implanting in every heart periodically such a conviction of our
essential weakness and sin that we are enabled to walk humbly
once again with God.  Jesus and John the Baptist alike came
preaching “Repent ye for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.” All
real and committed faith experiences must begin, continue and
end in a spirit of penitence, a recognition as we take an honest
look AT OUR OWN LIVES (not someone else’s) of our
continuous need of God and our continuous need to repent of
our evil-doing.  It is only when we are weak, in admitting our
dependence on Him, that we may grow spiritually.

Even Jesus, following his baptism, felt the need to withdraw to
the wilderness where, free from the distractions of the world, he
might seek to become submissive and obedient to the will of His
Father.

This is an attitude that we modern Christians should emulate - to
seek to become submissive and obedient to the will of our
Heavenly Father.

REMEMBER -
     THE WILL OF GOD WILL NEVER TAKE YOU:

Where the grace of God cannot keep you
Where the arms of God cannot support you
Where the riches of God cannot supply your needs
Where the power of God cannot endow you.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Every miracle in the Bible began with a problem.

If you have a problem you are a candidate for a miracle.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

TRIUMPH IN TRAGEDY
We call it “Good Friday,” but no one standing there that day
would have called that Friday “good.” The best man that history 
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ever knew was nailed to a Roman cross and murdered. For His
enemies it was a victory of sorts; for the soldiers it was simply
another day’s work; for His followers it was the death of their
brightest hopes and greatest dreams. But no one would have
called that Friday “good.”

That is true of many “bad Fridays” if you consider them apart
from Resurrection Sunday. They make life seem futile – without
purpose and meaning. But God’s most striking victories rise out
of the graves of apparent defeats.

In his book Idols for Destruction, Herbert Schlossberg wrote, “We
are not the lords of history and do not control its outcome, but we
have assurance that there is a Lord of history and He controls its
outcome. We need a theological interpretation of disaster, one
that recognizes that God acts in such events as captivities,
defeats, and crucifixions. The Bible can be interpreted as a string
of God’s triumphs disguised as disasters.”

Face each day with trust in Jesus Christ. God’s greatest victories
often come disguised as defeats.

God’s most striking victories rise out of the graves of
apparent defeats.

YOU ARE THERE
(based on Matthew 27:11-54)

The story of our Lord’s Passion is not one story but many. It is a
montage of treacherous intrigue and tragic events.  The Scripture
lesson, Matthew 27:11-54, is a case in point. It is a chessboard
of squares covered with character pieces all maneuvering our
Lord into a state of checkmate on a cross at Calvary.

Some of the players were wicked, some were weak, some were
vacillating, some were cunning, some were desperate, and some
were innocent victims involved in this drama by accident.
Nonetheless, they all, in their own way, contributed to the
misunderstanding, the misrepresentation, the misjudgment, and
the malicious mistreatment of our Lord.

The Passion of Christ confronts us and challenges us to find
ourselves in this story, if we are there; and all of us are there!

The first character to confront us is Pilate the procurator. In this
game of power, he is before all else an ambitious politician. His
future could be ruined if rumors arrived in Rome that he was
failing to keep peace in Jerusalem. So, he was a man under
pressure. He feared the chief priests and the people. And his
wife didn’t help matters; because of a dream she warned her
husband to have nothing to do with this man Jesus. So Pilate
washed his hands of the matter by turning over the responsibility
for judgment into the dirty hands of a distempered mob.

How many of us are like Pilate – ambitious, afraid, vacillating,
side-stepping a personal commitment that will place us firmly and
totally on the side of Christ.

The second player was Caiaphas the chief priest. He was a
cunning professional. He was the personification of organized
religion that structures faith to serve its own ends. To Caiaphas
Jesus was a rebel determined to free people from the baggage
of religious rules and regulations. He came to liberate believers 
from the law and to give them a new spirit-relationship with God
their Father.

So Caiaphas manipulated the Jewish multitudes and made a
crowd into an angry mob that demanded the death of Jesus.

How many of us are like Caiaphas? How many of us are more
concerned with good order in the church and good deeds in
public than we are with the inner goodness of our hearts? How
many of us strive to obey the morality of a cold code of law,
rather than to serve sacrificially and to love warm-blooded
people?

The third player is Barabbas the Zealot. He is an insurrectionist,
a revolutionary, the Robin Hood of the Jews. His actions were
born out of a blind, unbending nationalism. No crime, even
murder or terrorism, is evil or wrong if it serves the territorial
security of his nation.

How many of us are like Barabbas? How many of us put our
country first, God second, and the foreigner last of all? How
many of us think we are God’s only chosen people, that we alone
deserve the blessings we get and have the right to build bigger
and bigger barns in which to store our unused abundance while
the rest of the world starves and struggles to survive?

The fourth player, or players, are the Soldiers. They had a job to
do and as long as they got paid, they did it. They were
mercenaries, but they lacked mercy. They were hardened by
insensitivity. They were ordered to scourge Jesus; that was all.
However, they took the punishment of Jesus into their own
hands. They added insult to injury. Making fun of Jesus, they
placed a robe on his back, thorns on his head, and a mock
scepter in his hand.

How many of us are like the soldiers? When someone is judged
guilty, we add insult to their injury. We do not forgive and love
them back into our fellowship. We ignore them, cut them off, cast
them out, slander and take delight in spreading the gossip of
their guilt.

The fifth player is Simon of Cyrene. On this chessboard of
wicked knights, corrupt bishops, and malicious pawns, he is the
last to be faulted. He carried the cross of Christ to Calvary. A
noble thing to do; but, Simon was not without fault. According to
the Scriptures, he was conscripted into this service; he didn’t
willingly volunteer. He was forced, compelled, “pressed into
service.”

He may not have refused to carry the cross; but, if he hadn’t
been drafted, he personally would have preferred the position of
spectator rather than that of participant in this passion play.

How many of us are like Simon? We prefer comfortable pews
rather than active participation on the playing field. We desire
just to go to church, to be sung to, preached at, and prayed for,
rather than to actively worship and to work for the Lord in his
world.

So, the characters play out their roles in the story of the Passion
of our Lord – ambitious Pilate, manipulating Caiaphas,
nationalistic Barabbas, the insensitive mercenary soldiers, and
the sedate old Simon of Cyrene. Do you find yourself in this
story?

You and I are there! Don’t be afraid to admit it to yourself, to
others, or to God, because the glorious truth of the Gospel is that
Christ went to the cross to die for each and every person who
played their personal part in crucifying him. Rejoice! Rejoice that
you find yourself among the villains of this passion play because
your confessed guilt and my confessed guilt is the inescapable
requirement to receive our Lord’s forgiving and life-giving grace.
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THE SHADOW OF THE CROSS
Look back to Calvary. I see a cross upon a lonely hill. The cross
itself is not so large – just two pieces of wood – but it casts a
long shadow. The shadow reaches from the earliest Hebrew
sacrifices past the baptismal service and the Lord’s Table, and
into heaven. Stand in the shadow of the lonely cross, for there
your loneliness will dissolve. Stand close, and listen to the story
of the cross.

The world has seen many crosses. Rome circled the
Mediterranean with crucified criminals. Nero lined Rome with the
crosses of the Christian martyrs. The symbol of the cross stands
today above thousands of churches. We see replicas of the
cross in rings, necklaces, and lapel pins. None of these crosses
casts long shadows; they only mirror the great cross of Christ.

This solitary cross is not so unusual that we should build a stone
superstructure around it to preserve it. Wood is a common
material. That old cross long ago crumbled into dust, but its
meaning is alive for us today. The simple tree is the paradox of
all history. It is ugly; it is beautiful. Death was ugly before that
tree was used, for sin is ugly, and sin produces death. The cross
is beautiful because Christ’s death brought life to those who
stand in its shadow.

The tree is cheap because it is made of wood; yet it is valuable
because it spans the distance between man and God. The
division between man and God was made by sin, so Christ
became sin for us. God gave His judgment on sin when He gave
His most precious possession, His Son, to remove it. The cross
wove a pattern of love between God’s perfection and man’s sin,
because the righteousness of God was nailed to the cross. The
cross made a new cloth out of raveled threads, that a new
pattern might be made to point the way to God.

Perhaps the tree was chosen as the means of grace because it
points toward heaven. As a tree lifts up its arms, it shades the
men below. Through the cross we can look to God and be
shaded from the storms of life below.

Look back to the cross that Christ carried. Remember its
meaning. Then see the cross that we all must carry. Jesus said
to let a man “deny himself ... take up his cross, and follow me.”
Our individual crosses are the burdens we must carry for Christ
through life. The smaller cross is a glory to be carried as we
march upward.

This cross is another paradox. The world sees this cross as a
burden. God sees it as His power in the world.

We have no choice but to take up this cross. If we follow in
Christ’s steps, we must deny ourselves. Denial means leaving
friends, ambitions, possessions, sins, anything that may
handicap selfless service. Christ did not say our work would be
easy – but His work was not easy. He did not say that we would
gain the praise of the world – He did not gain that praise.

The cross we bear is a symbol of our mission in life. Our only
hope is in the cross of Christ, and our only purpose is to tell
others of that cross. If we love Him, we will keep His
commandments. Come, lift up your own cross, and follow Him in
service. Join the army of the faithful. Denial in the beginning will
bring great reward in the end. 

HALLELUJAH! CHRIST IS RISEN!

THE BEAUTY OF STEWARDSHIP
Stewardship has to do with how we manage our time, talent,
resources – basically our entire lives. It’s a beautiful concept
when properly understood. Here are the basics of good
stewardship:
God is the source of all creation, including our lives. God is
the primary owner of all that exists.
We are blessed by being given the task of managing well all
that we have influence over: our lives, our abilities, our minds
and bodies, our time, our part of the earth, our finances, our
children, our church buildings, our automobiles, etc.
Although we can make decisions regarding each of the
above, ultimately we are responsible to God. Sooner or later,
we must give an account of our management of God’s creation
and of God’s gifts.
When we properly use the talents, resources and property
that God allows us to manage, we find great joy. Think of
planting a garden which soon overflows with colorful flowers,
wonderful vegetables and flavorful herbs, etc. God gave us the
plot of ground, God gave us the seed, God gave us the wisdom
and strength to bring forth such beauty, such good things to see
or eat, or smell. Yet we did the work, with God’s help, to make it
a reality. Like Adam we tilled it and kept it. But God gave the
increase. God’s provisions and our labor brought the garden to
its fulfillment.
Good stewardship enables us to do something positive and
wonderful with the money God has allowed us to have. What
feels better than knowing one has managed money well? Our
bank account, our checkbook and our portfolio tell the story.
When money is handled well, we are able to give to God’s work
and still have enough for ourselves because God blesses.
That is the beauty of stewardship! Be a good steward!

STEWARDSHIP OF LIFE
Time – Use it well
People relate to time in many different ways. Referees CALL
time; prisoners SERVE time; musicians MARK time; historians
RECORD time; loafers KILL time; statisticians KEEP time.
But no matter how people relate to time, the fact remains that
there are only 24 hours per day, 168 hours per week. Use them
to God’s glory!
Get What You Give
He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows
bountifully will also reap bountifully.
It stands to reason that the bigger the investment, the bigger the
opportunity to gain.

Another way of saying it: You get out of something in proportion
to what you put in. Think about it. How much do you put in your
envelope each Sunday? The specific amount isn’t important.
How much of YOU do you put in? How much as a representation
of your love and thanksgiving? How much as a sacrifice? Do you
give a dollar or two because it’s easy to give? Or do you give a
meaningful, significant amount?

The next question: What do you expect to get in return for what 
you give? You may think you shouldn’t expect anything; after all,
you don’t make deals with Almighty God. But can we ignore our
Lord’s own words: “Give and it shall be given to you.” And it
would follow that the more you give, the more will be given to
you. Try it. See if it’s possible to out-do Almighty God in
generosity.

JESUS ON PRAYER
Read Matthew 6:5-8
The tendency is just to regard this passage as an exposure of 
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the Pharisees, a denunciation of the obvious hypocrite. But that
is to miss the whole point, which is our Lord’s devastating
exposure of the terrible effects of sin in the form of self and of
pride.

To have a true understanding of it, you must look at some
seemingly devout and devoted man upon his knees. The
temptation is for him to think pleasurably about himself, and
really to be worshiping himself rather than God.

The false way of praying is the concentrating of attention on the
one who is praying rather than on the One to whom the prayer is
offered.

Another form this takes is praying in public in a manner that
suggests a desire to have an effect upon the people present
rather than to approach God with reverence and godly fear.

The whole being of the person praying should be intent upon
God and oblivious to all other things. Public prayer should be
such that the people who are praying silently and the one who is
uttering the words aloud should be no longer conscious of each
other, but should be carried on the wings of prayer into the very
presence of God.

Let us turn to the true way. The essential principle, the one thing
that is important when we pray anywhere, is that we must realize
we are approaching God.

To approach God, I must first shut out and forget other people.
Then I must shut out and forget myself. That is what is meant by
entering “into thy closet.” You can enter into that closet no matter
where you are. You enter into that closet when you are in
communion with God and nobody knows what you are doing.

The next step is realizing that we are in the presence of God. We
always ought to say to ourselves: “I am now entering into the
audience chamber of the almighty, the absolute, the eternal and
great God.” We must recollect and realize all that.

Above all, our Lord insists that we should realize that he is our
Father. If only we realized that we are indeed His children! He
knows all about us; He knows our every need before we tell Him.

We must come with the simple confidence of a child. When I
pray I know that God is my Father, that He delights to bless me,
that He is much more ready to give than I am to receive, and that
He is always concerned about my welfare.

As a parent likes the child to keep on coming because he likes
the personal contact, so God desires us to come into His
presence. Let us believe that and then go to Him in simple
confidence. Martyn Lloyd-Jones

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
UPWARD CLOSING CELEBRATIONS

SATURDAY, MARCH 11 at Game Times
Thank you to everyone who has helped in anyway this
season – coaches, assistant coaches, sponsors,
volunteers, donators of refreshments, etc. We couldn’t
accomplish this ministry without YOU!!! Get ready to
volunteer next season!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

BLOOD DRIVE
Start ironing up NOW!

CORNERSTONE FELLOWSHIP

WILL HOLD A BLOOD DRIVE

ON Tuesday, March 14, 2017

TIME: 2-7pm

PLACE: 101 KYLIES ROAD
GIVE THE GIFT OF LIFE!!! When Barb Finley asks you to make
an appointment, please do so, or sign the schedule sheet. Ask
a friend to come with you. If you are not able to give, please ask
a friend, relative, or family member to give a unit. You can also
schedule an appointment by going to Cornerstone Fellowship
Schedule.

READ YOUR BIBLE
As we begin LENT this month, let’s continue the habit of reading
the Bible through completely each year. May God bless you as
you immerse yourself in His word.
The month of March
1.   Deut 22-24, Psalm 58 17. Judges 6-8, Psalm 72
2.   Deut 25-27, Psalm 59 18. Judges 9-10, Psalm 73
3.   Deut 28-30, Psalm 60 19. Judges 11-12, Psalm 74
4.   Deut 31-32, Psalm 61 20. Judges 13-16, Psalm 75
5.   Deut 33-34, Psalm 62 21. Judges 17-18, Psalm 76
6.   Joshua 1-4, Psalm 63 22. Judges 19-21, Psalm 77
7.   Joshua 5-7, Psalm 64 23. Ruth 1-4, Ps 78:1-16
8.   Joshua 8-9, Psalm 65 24. 1 Sam 1-3, Ps78:17-55
9.   Joshua 10-12, Psalm 66 25. 1 Sam  4-7, Ps 78:56-72
10.  Joshua 13-14, Psalm 67 26. 1 Sam 8-10, Psalm 79
11.  Joshua 15-17, Ps 68:1-18 27. 1 Sam 11-13, Psalm 80
12.  Joshua 18-20, Ps 68:19-35 28. 1 Sam 14-16, Psalm 81
13.  Joshua 21-22, Ps 69:1-12 29. 1 Sam 17-18, Psalm 82
14.  Joshua 23-24, Ps 69:13-36 30. 1 Sam 19-20, Psalm 83
15.  Judges 1-2, Psalm 70 31. 1 Sam 21-23, Psalm 84
16.  Judges 3-5, Psalm 71

READINGS FOR LENT
TAKE UP THE CROSS

FOLLOW JESUS
Ash Wednesday Psalm 51:1-7

Repent of your sins
Thursday Luke 9:51-56

Moving toward the cross
Friday Matthew 16:24-26

Take up your cross
Saturday 1 Corinthians 1:18-25

We preach Christ crucified
MOVING IN FAITH
BELIEVE IN JESUS

Sunday 2 Corinthians 5:6-8
Walk by faith

Monday Ephesians 2:8-10
Saved by faith

Tuesday John 3:16-17
Believe in the Son

Wednesday Galatians 2:1516
Justified by faith

Thursday Romans 5:1-5
Peace through faith

Friday Philippians 1:27-30
Stand firm in faith

Saturday Hebrews 11:1-3
The assurance of faith

MOVING IN STRENGTH
BE STRONG IN THE LORD

Sunday 1 Corinthians 1:26-31
Strength in weakness

Monday 2 Corinthians 12:7-10
Christ’s strength in you

Tuesday Ephesians 6:10-18
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Put on the armor of God
Wednesday Psalm 27:1-4

The Lord is my salvation
Thursday Exodus 15:1-6

The Lord is mighty
Friday Ephesians 3:14-21

A prayer for strength
Saturday Psalm 28:8-9

The Lord is my strength
MOVING IN LOVE

GOD IS LOVE
Sunday 1 John 4:7-10

This is love
Monday John 13:1-5

Love to the end
Tuesday 1 Corinthians 13:4-7

Love bears all things
Wednesday Romans 5:6-9

God shows his love
Thursday 1 John 4:18-21

He first loved us
Friday 1 John 3:1-3

Called children of God
Saturday Psalm 6:1-5

God’s steadfast love
MOVING IN PEACE

LIVE IN JESUS’ PEACE
Sunday John 14:27

Jesus gives us peace
Monday John 16:33

Peace in times of trouble
Tuesday Isaiah 26:2-4

Kept in peace
Wednesday Philippians 4:4-7

Pray for peace
Thursday Romans 15:12-13

Filled with peace
Friday 1 Thessalonians 5:12-14

At peace with others
Saturday 2 Thessalonians 3:16

The Lord of peace
MOVING IN SUFFERING

CHRIST SUFFERED FOR US
Sunday 1 Peter 2:21-25

Following in Christ’s steps
Monday Hebrews 12:1-3

The joy set before you
Tuesday 1 Peter 4:12-17

The fiery trial
Wednesday Matthew 5:10-12

Persecuted for Christ’s sake
Thursday Isaiah 53:4-6

Christ suffered for us
Friday Acts 5:38-42

The disciples suffer
Saturday 2 Corinthians 1:3-7

Comfort those who suffer
MOVING THROUGH DEATH

FROM DEATH TO LIFE
Palm Sunday Luke 19:28-40

The Sacrifice enters
Monday Psalm 49:7-8,15

The price of ransom
Tuesday Romans 6:3-5

Buried with him in baptism
Wednesday Phiilippians 2:5-11

Obedient unto death
Maundy Thursday Luke 22:14-22

The Lamb of God
Good Friday John 19:28-30

Jesus dies on the cross
Holy Saturday John 19:38-42

A new tomb
MOVING TO VICTORY

EASTER Matthew 28:1-10
HE HAS RISEN!

ONE WEEKEND IN OCTOBER
by Rick Ekins

One Saturday morning I was taking breakfast to my wife who was
enjoying a late morning in bed. From behind m I heard my
daughter say,”Dad, I aspire to find a husband like you.” I don’t
know if she was talking about that moment in particular, or the
larger composite of what she has seen throughout her 18 years.
What I heard is this; she saw the model of what a husband
should be in the behavior of her father. Not just words, but
deeds. Not from obligation, but from love. Not because I had to,
but because I wanted to.

Anyone with half an ego would take full credit, and I have at least
half an ego so this is dangerous ground. Romans12:3; “For by
the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of
yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself
with sober judgment, in accordance with the faith God has
distributed to each of you.” That’s pretty humbling, and a
reminder that whatever talents and capabilities we have are
granted by His grace. By our own strength we have done nothing
to deserve the blessings that God pours out upon us, and yet he
does every day.

I was not a faithful man on my wedding day and my wife stepped
off the ledge marrying one of the lost. My journey to faith is
largely due to her persistent faith and her consistent prayers, and
thank God, now I am found. Not without a few worrisome
moments for her, I’m sure. I meant my vows when I said them
and I still do today, but it took a big dose of salvation to
understand to what I had committed myself. Ephesians 5:31 says
“For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be
united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.” Read that
“one flesh” part again. That means there is no more you, there is
only we. Selfish gives way to selfless. Her successes, failures,
joys, concerns and everything else are mine, and mine are hers.
This doesn’t mean you give up your individuality. It still takes two
to tango, and those two have to dance together, in private and in
public, and certainly within the view of their children.

I can do two things for my children that will sustain and serve
them for the entirety of their lives; lead them into an enduring
relationship with God, and love them out loud. These things are
inextricably related. Faith is learned. Every parent knows that
children learn by watching what we do. If what I say and what I
do are not aligned, they will default to what they see. What my
children saw was their parents packing them up to go to church
every Sunday. They didn’t know that for many years, I was going
through the motions because I had promised their mother before
we were married that our children would be raised in the church.
Little did I know that keeping that promise would lead to my
salvation and what may be among the most meaningful things
my kids will ever witness – the day they watched their dad accept
Christ through the waters of baptism. More importantly, they saw
the behavior that occurred afterward. It’s not immersion that
changes a man, it’s the decision to accept Christ and then to
follow him. I became a member of the church and then a
member of the council. I started serving communion and praying
in public. I read my Bible every day and started talking with them
about spiritual things. I became a better father.

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.
Against such things there is no law” Galatians 5:22-23. If we are
truly in Christ, then Christ lives in us and his love overflows, 
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because we cannot contain it. It is visible for all to see. That’s
loving out loud. Too often we don’t show our love for each other
in public because we’re afraid of the judgment of others. My kids
should know I love them no matter who’s looking. They should
see love freely given without expectation. This is the example set
for us by Jesus Christ, who died quite publicly on the cross
because he loved us that much and he was willing to show the
world the depth of his love. We would do much better concerning
ourselves less with what others think and more with what we’re
doing to fulfill our calling as parents. James 3:16 “For where you
have envy and selfish ambition, there you find disorder and every
evil practice.”

King David sat before the Lord in 2 Samuel 7:18 and asked,
“Who am I, Sovereign Lord, and what is my family, that you have
brought me this far?” Who, indeed. Blessings abound, and what
my daughter said that day will live in my memory forever. Being
a dad is the greatest blessing and the best thing I will do in this
life.

GOD DOESN’T GIVE CHEAP JEWELRY
A friend told me about an event in his life that could have turned
out badly, but didn’t. He had brought a birthday present home for
his wife. These folks didn’t have a lot of money, so they bought
only very modest gifts for birthdays and anniversaries and such.
The woman opened the gift and saw that it was a piece of
jewelry. She wasn’t too fond of jewelry, as she didn’t wear jewelry
very often, so she said “thank you” in an unenthusiastic way,
pecked her husband on the cheek, and put the jewelry in her
chest along with the rest of the stuff she rarely used.

She didn’t even wear that brand new piece until weeks later, and
when someone commented on its loveliness, she said that it was
just a dime-store piece she had gotten for her birthday.

Now, you have to know her husband to know that he does
unexpected things to see if he can get a reaction out of people.
When his wife described the piece of jewelry as the dime-store
variety, I’m sure there was an elfish grin on his face that just
wouldn’t quit. For in spite of their not having much money, he had
gone to a jewelry store and purchased a fine piece for her. And
she didn’t even know it.

That is why she had been so unappreciative at the time of the
giving of the gift – she simply didn’t know what the gift was, or at
the very least, she had misidentified what it was. When she
finally came to know its true value, she was overwhelmed with
the gift and wore it often.

In the Gospel story of Jesus’ encounter with the woman at the
well (John 4), Jesus gives away a gift with a value that goes
unrecognized. He meets a Samaritan woman at the well and
opens conversation by asking for a drink. The woman is taken
aback by such a request because of her social status as
compared to Jesus. “You talk to me, Jesus, a woman and a
Samaritan?” And Jesus’ answer implies that he is not like all the
rest – not like the other men and particularly Jewish men who
had snubbed her for who she was. Jesus answers, “You don’t
know who is talking to you. If you knew who I was, you would ask
me for a drink instead of my asking you for one. And the drink
given to you would be a drink of living water.” To use Jesus’
exact words, “If you knew the gift of God...”

But she doesn’t know the gift, and she could be misinterpreting
what Jesus is saying, because she looks and sees that he has
no bucket, so she asks how it is that he hopes to get this living
water without the proper tools. Jesus tries to explain to her that

he doesn’t mean he will get water from the well, but it will be a
water like no other water: “Everyone who drinks of this water will
thirst again, but whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him
will never thirst; the water that I shall give him will become in him
a spring of water welling up to eternal life.”

Pretty decent gift, wouldn’t you say? The woman wants some of
it – but she still misunderstands exactly what the gift is. She
doesn’t particularly want to come to the well every day and draw
water for the household chores and for cooking. If this stranger
can perform a little magic and give her a gift that would eliminate
the necessity of carrying water daily, the gift would be worth a
great deal.

But that is a dime-store variety gift. Jesus has a lot more to offer
her than that.  She is ready to settle for a dime-store piece of
jewelry when she can have the real thing, a gift of water that
wells up into eternal life. Eternal life is the real jewel. It makes a
gift of well water, as important as that is, pale in comparison.

Eventually, after a discussion about places of worship and
worship of the true God and some talk of the Messiah coming
into the world, the woman begins to see the value of the gift – the
real gift of God. This is evidenced by her testimony in the city
which causes many more Samaritans to believe in Jesus. It
would probably be a mistake to say that she is clear in her
understanding about the Messiah and Jesus’ role in the world,
but at least she recognizes that there is more than a piece of
costume jewelry at stake.

We Christians have the same gift of life. God doesn’t give cheap
jewelry – he gives us the best. However, we often cheapen that
gift ourselves by misunderstanding what the gift is about.

Sometimes we cheapen the gift by proclaiming it to be a life
without problems – a gravy train for those in the kingdom. Or
perhaps it is a life in which God’s people don’t sin. In other
words, we are to be a mini-Jesus with the halo permanently
hovering over our heads. But the greatest misunderstanding of
the gift is a picture of the gift as a magical insurance policy
against pitfalls in life and especially pitfalls in death – thinking
that this certificate covers one for life since the living water will
allow one to do anything. BUT God isn’t about the business of
writing insurance policies. He is about the business of giving
away life.

All of these misunderstandings cheapen the gift of living water
into a dime-store piece of jewelry. They don’t take seriously the
gift that God gives to us in Jesus Christ and the Spirit.

We can forgive the woman for originally cheapening the gift into
some kind of indoor running tap water. Jesus caught her off
guard, and her prior knowledge of him was minimal to nothing.
Even so, she was beginning to see the light at the end.
HOWEVER, we have little excuse for not recognizing the gift
given to us – little excuse for misunderstanding the gift that cost
Jesus his life. God doesn’t give cheap jewelry – he has given us
life.  AMEN!

EQUIPMENT AVAILABLE
Did you know that in a temporary emergency situation that the church
has wheelchairs, walkers, canes and portable commodes available to
borrow? If you have a need for this type of equipment, please speak to
Lew or Judy Larson.

BE STILL AND KNOW THAT I AM GOD!


