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John 19:38-42 

Verses 38 
Later, Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate for the body of Jesus. Now Joseph was a 
disciple of Jesus, but secretly because he feared the Jewish leaders. With Pilate’s 
permission, he came and took the body away. 

• After Jesus died Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate for permission to remove 
Jesus’ body from the cross. 

• Arimathea was a small town about 20 miles northwest of Jerusalem. 
Joseph came from that town. 

• Joseph of Arimathea is mentioned several other times in the Bible. 
Matthew 27:25 tells us that he was rich and that Joseph was a secret 
disciple of Jesus. Luke 23:50-51 tells us that he was a member of the 
Sanhedrin, a good and righteous man, who had not agreed with the other 
members of the Sanhedrin concerning Jesus. 

• John tells us that Joseph was convinced that Jesus was the Messiah. He was 
Jesus’ disciple, but he kept his belief in Jesus a secret because he feared 
reprisal from powerful men if he confessed his belief in Jesus openly. 

• Taking Jesus’ body and placing it in his own tomb (See Matthew 27:60) 
would have been a strong public confession of his belief in Jesus. 

 
Verses 39-40 
 He was accompanied by Nicodemus, the man who earlier had visited Jesus at 
night. Nicodemus brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five 
pounds. 40 Taking Jesus’ body, the two of them wrapped it, with the spices, in 
strips of linen. This was in accordance with Jewish burial customs. 

• Joseph was accompanied by another man, Nicodemus. (See John 3:1-21) 
Nicodemus was another prominent member of the Jewish community. He 
was wealthy (given the elaborate donation of spices for Jesus’ burial, verse 
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39) and also a member of the Sanhedrin. On at least one occasion, 
Nicodemus had spoken publicly in Jesus’ defense (See John 7:50-51). 

• Seventy-five pounds of spices is extraordinary and would have been very 
expensive.  

• Jesus’ body was wrapped in strips of linen and covered in a shroud, a large 
linen sheet (See Matthew 27:59, Mark 15:46, and Luke 23:53) in 
accordance with Jewish burial customs. 

 
Verses 41-42  

At the place where Jesus was crucified, there was a garden, and in the garden a  
new tomb, in which no one had ever been laid. 42 Because it was the Jewish day 
of Preparation and since the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus there. 

• Near Golgotha there was a garden in which Joseph had placed his own 
tomb. As it was late on the day of preparation for the Sabbath, the day 
before the Sabbath, and the Sabbath laws forbade work on the Sabbath, 
Joseph and Nicodemus laid Jesus’ body in Joseph’s tomb.  
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