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John 20:19-31 

Verses 19-20 
On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, 
with the doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood 
among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 20 After he said this, he showed 
them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord. 

• It was the Sunday after Jesus had been crucified. The events in John 20:1-18 
took place early in the morning on the same day. The disciples were 
gathered behind locked doors because they were afraid of what they did 
not understand. Jesus’ body was missing. Mary Magdalene had told them 
that she had seen Jesus risen from the dead. But they still “did not 
understand from the Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the dead.” (see 
John 20:8) They were still governed more by what they saw than by what 
the Scripture said. 

• Without the doors being unlocked, the risen Jesus stood among them. He 
spoke the usual greeting, “Shalom.” He showed them the wounds in his 
body. They were filled with joy because Jesus was alive. 

 
Verses 21-23 
 Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending 
you.” 22 And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 
23 If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, 
they are not forgiven.” 

• Jesus gave the traditional greeting, “Shalom,” to them again. He then 
blessed them by breathing on them. In this way, he was commissioning 
them to ministry and imparting his power to them. They were being given 
the Holy Spirit of God that they might be empowered to do what God was 
calling them to do. This filling with the Holy Spirit for ministry was made 
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regular for all true believers on Pentecost. (See Acts 2:1-13) This filling with 
the Holy Spirit is prophesied in Mark 1:8.  

• In Mark 2: 1-12, Jesus forgives the sins of the paralyzed man who was 
lowered through the roof for him to heal. A question was raised about his 
ability/right to forgive sins since this ability/right belongs to God alone. 
Jesus demonstrated that he had been given authority by God to forgive sin. 
By giving the Apostles this right, too, he is saying that they are now 
empowered by God to do what God has called them to do.  

 
Verses 24-25 
 Now Thomas (also known as Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the 
disciples when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the 
Lord!” 
But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger 
where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.” 

• One of the Apostles, Thomas, was not present with the others when Jesus 
appeared to them. When the others told him, what had happened, he 
refused to accept their testimony telling them that he would only trust 
what he saw with his own eyes.  

 
Verses 26-29 
26 A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with 
them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and 
said, “Peace be with you!” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see 
my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and 
believe.” 28 Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!” 
29 Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed 
are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 

• Exactly one week later, the Apostles were gathered in the same place. The 
doors were locked again. Suddenly, without the doors being unlocked, 
Jesus stood among them again. This time Thomas was with them. 

• Jesus said to Thomas, “Touch my wounds. See for yourself. Stop doubting 
and believe.”   

• Without touching Jesus, Thomas confessed his belief that Jesus was risen 
and that Jesus was God.  
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• Jesus told Thomas that he could believe because he saw with his eyes. But 
Jesus blessed those who would learn to trust the Scripture as true beyond 
what they saw. 

 
Verses 30-31 
30 Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are 
not recorded in this book. 31 But these are written that you may believe that 
Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in 
his name. 

• This verse seems to conclude the Gospel of John by telling us that Jesus did 
far more than is recorded in this book. Things which are miraculous in 
nature and which defy reason and logic. Things which can only be believed 
by faith in the word of God. Things which cannot be confirmed by what we 
see or hear. 

• John explains that he wrote the things he wrote so that we might be 
encouraged not to doubt but to believe. 
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