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Introduction to Deuteronomy: 
 
Title: Deuteronomy is the title which is used for this book in the English Bible. It 
is a Hebrew word which means copy of the Law. However, the title of the book 
in the Hebrew Bible is Elleh Haddebarim. This Hebrew word means, “These are 
the Words”.   
 
Purpose: Deuteronomy contains the addresses of Moses delivered to the people 
of Israel during the last three to four months of his life. They are his parting 
instructions about how to live in the Promised Land to please YHWH. These 
words call Israel to live in total commitment to God. 
 
Deuteronomy 1:1-8 
 
Verses 1-4 
These are the words Moses spoke to all Israel in the wilderness east of the 
Jordan—that is, in the Arabah—opposite Suph, between Paran and Tophel, 
Laban, Hazeroth and Dizahab. 2 (It takes eleven days to go from Horeb to Kadesh 
Barnea by the Mount Seir road.) 
3 In the fortieth year, on the first day of the eleventh month, Moses proclaimed 
to the Israelites all that the LORD had commanded him concerning them. 4 This 
was after he had defeated Sihon king of the Amorites, who reigned in Heshbon, 
and at Edrei had defeated Og king of Bashan, who reigned in Ashtaroth. 

• Israel was at rest on the eastern side of the Jordan River when Moses spoke 
these words to them.  

• It was the 40th year since the people of Israel had left Egypt but they had 
not yet entered the Promised Land. The generation which had first received 
the Law of God but which had been disobedient to God had wandered in 
the wilderness for 40 years. That generation had all passed away. So those 
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to whom Moses spoke were the “second generation.” These were people 
who had not heard the expectation of God expressed in its fullness before. 

• The kings of the Amorites and Ogites had been defeated and it was now 
time to prepare the new generation to move into the Promised Land. 

 
Verses 5-8 
5 East of the Jordan in the territory of Moab, Moses began to expound this law, 
saying: 6 The LORD our God said to us at Horeb, “You have stayed long enough at 
this mountain. 7 Break camp and advance into the hill country of the Amorites; 
go to all the neighboring peoples in the Arabah, in the mountains, in the 
western foothills, in the Negev and along the coast, to the land of the 
Canaanites and to Lebanon, as far as the great river, the Euphrates. 8 See, I have 
given you this land. Go in and take possession of the land the LORD swore he 
would give to your fathers—to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob—and to their 
descendants after them.” 

• Israel had failed 40 years earlier to accept the command of God to move 
into the land God promised to give to them. Moses begins his speeches by 
reminding the new generation, whose fathers had failed, that the 
command of God still stood before them. It was again time for them to 
decide. Would they accept the command and take the land or do as their 
fathers had. Would they move forward trusting God or not? 

• All of Moses’ instructions rest on their decision. If they will not move 
forward in trust, there is no need for the rest of the book. 

 
 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled Elleh Haddebarim: These Are the 
Words.  They have been prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at Cornerstone 
Fellowship, Coatesville Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Dr. Jensen and Cornerstone Fellowship.) 

 
 


