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NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER
National Day of Prayer is Thursday, May 4. As Christians are
mobilized to encourage personal repentance and righteousness,
let’s contemplate the following.

The late Leonard Ravenhill spoke these sobering words,
startlingly apropos for contemporary America: “The self-sufficient
do not pray, the self-satisfied will not pray, the self-righteous
cannot pray.”

We have become self-sufficient, depending on our own abilities.
We hold aloft our trophies, proclaiming, “Look what we have
earned!” We neglect the gracious Giver of all gifts.

We have become self-satisfied, prideful in our meaningless,
material accomplishments. We rest pampered and apathetic in
the arms of affluence. We forget the One who offers true
satisfaction.

We have become self-righteous, basking in the sunlight
streaming through our stained glass windows. We ignore the
God of whom Paul wrote, “They did not know the righteousness
of God and sought to establish their own” (Romans 10:3).

In his 1863 Proclamation for a National Day of Fasting,
Humiliation and Prayer, President Abraham Lincoln said, “It
behooves us, then to humble ourselves before the offended
Power, to confess our national sin and to pray for clemency and
forgiveness.”

If we do not confess the sins of our critically ill culture, the illness
could be terminal. Time and time again, God has judged nations
by the character of His people. When His people failed to repent,
their nations fell. America’s believers – preachers and plumbers,
janitors and judges, editors and educations, broadcasters and
brick masons – must spend time before God Almighty,
confessing and repenting.

How does one begin to pray? First, every man, woman and child
who claims the name of Christ should pray in earnest for a
deepening personal relationship with the Savior. Daily personal
confession and repentance are prerequisite for a life of faith. We
must pray for our families, pray God’s power and protection over
them and pray that each one will be Christ’s light in the darkness.

Believers must pray for our workplaces or classrooms, wherever
we spend our day away from home. Pray for coworkers,
classmates, teachers, supervisors, bosses and subordinates.
Pray for God to use us to bring honor and glory to Him.

Pray for the unsaved – family members, friends, acquaintances,
coworkers and others whom God puts on your heart.

Pray for those in civil authority – city and county officials,
governors and other state leaders. Pray for the president,
congressmen and senators. Pray for the judges and attorneys
who direct traffic in our courtrooms.

Pray for leaders in the body of Christ across America and around
the world. Begin with our Pastors and church staff members,
Elders, Prospective Deacons & Deaconesses, Ministry
Community and Ministry Team members, Sunday school
teachers, praise team members and everyone who volunteers in
any way to help with property, cleaning, mowing, Sunday
services, etc. and all those who devote their time to lifting up
Jesus Christ because of their service to the church.

Pray for church leaders in the larger Church. And finally, pray for
leaders in the countless ministries and missions God has put in
place to spread the gospel.

The great spiritual movements in history have often been
preceded by seasons of great moral crisis not unlike what we
face today. For this season, and for the moral health of our
nation, it is imperative that Christ’s followers be vigilant in prayer.

Adapted from an article by Randall Murphree – afa Journal

CONGRATULATIONS
to those who professed their faith in Jesus Christ and were
baptized April 9:

Tanner Ammon
Hardeo Omar Boodhansingh
Suzanne Staniec Christopher

Cole Gustafson
Connor Martin

Kimberly Martin
Ezekiel Moses

Emilie Mulhollan
Dorothy Reynolds
David Rymanski

Melinda Scott
Sherry Stumme

Keith Taylor
Cameron Warren

Charles Zipperlen, III
May God’s blessing rest upon each one of you. If you would like
to profess faith in Jesus Christ and be baptized, please speak to
Dr. Jensen and fill out one of the blue Baptism Request cards
found on the table at the back of the Worship Center.
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MAY 14 IS MOTHER’S DAY
(Please read  Proverbs 31:10-31)

This Scripture paints a word-picture of an ideal woman. The
writer of this chapter knew such a woman would be difficult to
find in an Oriental harem or even a private home. However, times
have changed for women. Jesus Christ raised women from the
level of a mere possession to a companion for her husband. This
word-portrait could fit many Christian mothers.

The woman described in Proverbs is a wife and mother.
However, all women would want to possess these characteristics
of the spirit.

This woman is domestic. She is interested in her home; loving
her home is an important part of her nature. She might be active
in public affairs or the job market, but these would be worthless
if she could not control her own kingdom of the home.

The ideal woman has the complete trust of her husband. He
knows he can depend on her love for him and her care for the
home. She is faithful in all things. She is sympathetic to her
servants and to the poor. She is intelligent, and she tries to do
good in all areas of her life.

The woman of Proverbs was wealthy, but she was not idle.
Today’s woman has many “servants” in the form of modern time-
savers or laborsaving machines. Although she is released from
much drudgery, she should not waste her free hours.

The ideal woman is thrifty; she does not waste her time, energy,
or possessions. She is willing to go far from home to buy
valuable merchandise at a lower price. She has foresight, so she
prepares carefully for the coming months and years. She is also
thrifty with her physical strength; she cares for her body and
conserves her energy to accomplish her daily work.

Even if she is not wealthy, this woman has more than enough for
her family’s needs. She is eager to help the poor who cannot
prepare for themselves. She is charitable because she fears
God. She knows God is to be worshiped, and she loves Him and
His children. If she did not fear God, all her other energies would
be wasted, because she would have no purpose in life.

The ideal woman has many rewards. Since she manages the
home, she frees her husband for public life. She can be proud of
his achievements because she has had a great part in them. The
reward for her long, energetic hours is a smoothly-operating
home. She can also have the joy of giving because she has
provided plenty for her household.

Her best reward is the praise of her family. Some women may
deceive the world about their goodness; no woman can deceive
her own family. This woman is loved and admired by her
husband and her children. Her influence lives on in her children.
The hand that rocks the cradle does rule the world.

Social favor can vary with the months or years. Beauty fades
quickly. Good works are only eternal in Christ. A woman can do
good deeds, but she cannot achieve the ideal without Christ.
Only Christ can put an eternal glow in her face and a song upon
her lips. A life drawn by Christ can stand the test of eternity.

Christianity has changed the status of women. Look at the
condition of women before Christ came; then look at it now. The
Bible tells us about some remarkable women. A few we might
name are: Jochebed, the mother of Moses; Eunice, the mother
of Timothy; Hannah, the mother of Samuel; Mary, the mother of

Jesus. On and on we could go. God recognized their worth, and
the Holy Spirit impressed the writers to tell us about them.

KEEP WALKING ON
(Based in part on thoughts of A. Bolding)

I will walk before the LORD in the land of the living – Psalm
116:9
O house of Jacob, come ye, and let us walk in the light of the
LORD – Isaiah 2:5

There is an old proverb that says, “though God may seem to
frown in His providences, yet He always smiles in His promises.”

Do you ever feel like quitting? Yet you keep walking on.  What a
poor world this would be if people quit every time they felt like it.
The secret to a happy useful life is found in our Scripture: Walk
before the LORD.

Many famous people gained their place in history because they
kept walking on, even after they had failed.

The famous ball player, Babe Ruth, struck out 1,330 times. Yet
we never think of the times he struck out. We remember him for
the 714 times he made home runs. What if he had said, “I struck
out! I’ll never play ball again!”

To live is to strike out sometimes, but to live well is to keep
walking on in spite of a few failures.

Abraham Lincoln was a very poor young man. He was not an
attractive person physically. He failed when he ran for the
legislature in Illinois, and he failed in a business venture.  He had
several other failures, but he kept trying. He kept studying and
striving for a goal. Finally he reached the presidency of our
country, and he will always live in the hearts of Americans. “How
can I keep walking on?” you may ask when it seems you have
more than your share of troubles and setbacks.

You might try like one little boy did. After the first snowstorm of
the season, he went to shovel a path to his grandfather’s door.

The grandfather looked out and called, “Your shovel is too small;
you are too small; give it up.”

“Grandfather, this shovel is my size; and by keeping at the snow
I’ll get you a path shoveled.” The little boy kept right on
shoveling. In a few hours he had a clean path shoveled up to his
grandfather’s door. The old man was delighted. He rewarded the
child with a crisp dollar bill.

Many people give up in life because they stop and look at their
shovel. It looks too small. Perhaps they do not have the same
quality or quantity of gifts as others around them. Other people
look about and see that there are better things and ways in life
than they possess; so they set their goals and keep striving to
reach them.

The newspapers recently carried a story about a five-year-old
boy saving the life of his baby sister. The boy had been out near
the road watching his parents push the family car, trying to start
it. When the car was pushed out of sight, the child looked back
at their house. What he saw made him run toward the house, for
flames were licking at the shingles. He sped to the front door to
rescue his little sister. The flames were so intense he could not
get in. But he didn’t stop trying; instead he ran to the kitchen door
and was able to get to the baby and carry her to safety. How
grateful the parents were that their son kept trying to save his 
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sister!

It was not easy for a five-year-old to go into a burning house. His
great love for the baby gave him the determination to succeed.

If we have determined to walk with the LORD and in His will, we
will not stop when adversity comes our way. We will just keep
walking on.

However, we should stop from time to time to see if we are going
in the right direction. Walking is worse than useless if we are
going the wrong way. A man in Wise County, Texas, has worked
forty years collecting maps, data, old folks’ tales, and other tips
about a treasure buried in that county. He thinks he has at one
time been very near the treasure, but he has not yet found it.

Perhaps we are sometimes seeking only imaginary treasures.
The Savior told us to seek a treasure called the kingdom of
heaven. If we keep walking in the direction of that treasure, we
are assured of great reward.  The Apostle reminds us that we
should “press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God
has called us heavenward in Christ Jesus.”

Not only should we be sure we are walking in the right direction,
we should be sure we are seeking the right destination. Is your
destination the city not made with hands?

Do you realize that there are thousands of people in the
communities surrounding our church that have never entered a
house of worship or experienced the life-changing power of God?
Do you care that these folks are walking in the wrong direction?
Are you willing to do something to help them? Or do you think
that is someone else’s job? That attitude may account for many
empty seats in churches across our land – much to our shame.

There is a big world right outside our own home, waiting to be
conquered, waiting for someone to show them how to walk in the
light of the LORD.

When you get a spell of despondency and want to quit, think
about the beautiful sun. It sinks out of sight every night; but when
morning comes, there it is again.

The little boy shoveling snow had a shovel to help him keep
going. The child who saved his sister had a heart filled with love
to give him courage. If you are a child of God, you, too, have
some things to help you along the way. You have prayer. You
have hope. You have His understanding and love. You have the
wonderful guidebook called the Bible. You have the promise of
peace and comfort. You have the love and support of others in
God’s family. How can you fail to be steadfast when God is
walking by your side?

Are you walking before the LORD in the land of the living? Are
you walking in the light of the LORD? What sort of radiance
emanates from you?

TRY THIS
Try to answer these questions from your Biblical knowledge. If
you need help, use the Scripture passages listed. (Add up the
column for the final answer.)
1. How many years before Paul “went up again
to Jerusalem”? (Galatians 2:1) _____
2. For how many shekels was Joseph sold to 
the Ishmaelites? (Genesis 37:28) _____
3. Initially, how many donkeys did Job have?
(Job 1:3) _____

4. How many miles from Emmaus to Jerusalem?
(Luke 24:13) _____
5. How many shekels did Benjamin receive from
Joseph? (Genesis 45:22) _____
6. How many years did it take to build the
Jerusalem temple? (John 2:20) _____
7. How many disciples did Jesus send ahead?
(Luke 10:1) _____
8. How many of David’s men (besides Asahel) were
missing after fighting Abner? (2 Samuel 2:30) _____
9. How many barley loaves did a boy give to
Jesus (John 6:8) _____
10. How many times was Peter willing to forgive?
(Matthew 18:21) _____
11. How many virgins “went out to meet the
bridegroom”? (Matthew 25:1) _____

TOTAL: With the Lord, how many years are like
a day? (2 Peter 3:8) _____

OUR HELP IN AGES PAST
Faith in a good God has been the foundation for many lives
throughout the years. Is He your foundation?

In 1714, the people of England were anxious. Queen Anne lay
dying, and she had no son or daughter to succeed her. Who
would be the new monarch, and what changes would that make?
Isaac Watts had reason to worry. His father had been imprisoned
under the previous regime because his views did not please the
ruling family. As a young child Isaac had been carried by his
mother to visit his father in jail. But Queen Anne had brought a
new tolerance, and freedom for the elder Watts. Now that she
was dying, what would happen?

Isaac Watts turned to Psalm 90 on this occasion and penned
what may be the greatest of his more than 600 hymns. In
essence, it is a poem about time. God stands above human time,
and in Him all our anxieties can be laid to rest. The greatness of
our eternal God was a favorite theme of Watts. When the events
of the day bring worry, the God of all ages remains our eternal
home.

O God, our help in ages past,
Our hope for years to come,
Our shelter from the stormy blast,
And our eternal home!

FIND THE WORDS
Hidden in these letters are 13 verbs in 1 Corinthians 13:4-13
(NIV). The words appear forward, backward, upward, downward
or diagonally. Can you find them?

X A W O N K Q K

Z H B A Y V N E

C O M E S D F E

F P U T B O G P

R E J O I C E S

K S T S U R T M

I D E K L A T H

K D R E M A I N
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THERE WHEN YOU NEED IT
The last time I was giving blood, I was looking at my donor’s
card, and while looking through some information I had from the
Red Cross I noticed some of the percentages of people who
have the different blood types. For example: 37.4% of people
have O Positive; 35.7% have A Positive; 6.3% have A Negative;
1.5% have B Negative, etc. The rarest, AB Negative, is found in
only 0.6% of the population. The article concluded with the
statement, “The rarest blood type is the one that’s not there when
you need it.”

That reminded me of a supply of blood that is one of a kind and
always available to those who ask for it. 1 John 1:7 states,”The
blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.”

It was the death of Christ, the shedding of His blood, that
satisfied the demand of a holy God as payment for our sins
(Hebrews 9:12,22). So now, whenever a person cries out in faith
to God, repenting of his sin and pleading for forgiveness, his
prayer for salvation is answered.

I am deeply grateful that Jesus was willing to die on the cross,
giving His blood for me, so that forgiveness was available when
I needed it. Aren’t you?

Oh, and by the way, we all have the opportunity to help the
American Red Cross at our next blood drive which is scheduled
for Thursday, July 20. Won’t you plan NOW to donate blood. Our
blood does not have the same power as Jesus’ blood, but it is
very needed for those who are ill.

READ YOUR BIBLE
As we roll into May, I hope you can see you are being blessed as
you continue the habit of reading the Bible through completely
this year. May God bless you more and more as you immerse
yourself in His word.

The month of May
1.   1 Chronicles 7-9, Psalm 110
2.   1 Chronicles 10-12, Psalm 111
3.   1 Chronicles 13-15, Psalm 112
4.   1 Chronicles 16-18, Psalm 113
5.   1 Chronicles 19-22, Psalm 114
6.   1 Chronicles 23-24, Psalm 115
7.   1 Chronicles 25-27, Psalm 116
8.   1 Chronicles 28-29, Psalm 117
9.   2 Chronicles 1-4, Psalm 118
10.  2 Chronicles 5-7, Psalm 119:1-8, Numbers 23:8-10
11.  2 Chronicles 8-10, Psalm 119:9-16, Numbers 23:19-24
12.  2 Chronicles 11-13, Psalm 119:17-24, Numbers 24:5-9
13.  2 Chroncles14-16, Psalm 119:25-32, Numbers 24:17-19
14.  2 Chronicles 17-19, Psalm 119:33-40, Deut 33:26-29
15.  2 Chronicles 20-23, Psalm 119:41-48, Luke 1:46-55
16. 2 Chronicles 24-27, Psalm 119:49-56, Luke 1:68-75
17. 2 Chronicles 28-30, Psalm 119:57-64, John 3:16
18. 2 Chronicles 31-32, Psalm 119:65-72, Romans 11:33-36
19. 2 Chronicles 33-34,, Psalm 1119:73-80, Romans 16:25-27
20. 2 Chronicles 35-36, Psalm 119:81-88, 2 Corinthians 13:14
21. Ezra 1-3, Psalm 119:89-96, Ephesians 2:1-10
22. Ezra 4-6, Psalm 119:97-104, Ephesians 3:20-21
23. Ezra 7-8, Psalm 119:105-112, Philippians 2:5-11
24. Ezra 9-10, Psalm 119:113-120, 1 Thessalonians 3:11-13
25. Nehemiah 1-4, Psalm 119:121-128, 1 Timothy 1:17
26. Nehemiah 5-7, Psalm 119:129-136, Hebrews 13:20-21
27. Nehemiah 8-10,Psalm 119:137-144, Jude 24-25
28. Nehemiah 11-13, Psalm119:145-152, Revelation 1:5-6
29. Esther 1-3, Psalm 119:153-160, Revelation 4:11
30. Esther 4-7, Psalm 119:161-168, Revelation 15:3-4
31. Esther 8-10, Psalm 119:169-176, Revelation 19:6-8

TO JUDGE OR NOT TO JUDGE...
THAT IS THE QUESTION

Do you know the favorite Bible verse of those who don’t believe
in the Bible’s authority? Think about it. It’s not hard. The favorite
Bible verse of those who do not believe in the Bible is: “Judge
not, that you be not judged.”

Now these folks cannot tell you where this verse is in the Bible,
because they don’t read it. But they have heard it is in the
Scriptures somewhere so if they don’t like something you say
when you pronounce something right or wrong, they whip out
Matthew 7:1 and that is supposed to be the end of the
discussion.

One of the problems is, if you tell someone he has no right to
judge someone else, you have thereby judged him for judging.
You have done precisely what you claim to be against – judging.
That makes you a hypocrite. But that then begs the question –
why is it wrong to be a hypocrite? Who made that judgment? We
just assume that to be a true statement, which is a
presupposition. But presuppositions need a foundation to be
authoritative. For example, the teachings of Jesus Christ are
authoritative for those who believe He is the Son of God.

Each one of us has a worldview on which we base our lives –
presuppositions we operate under and make decisions upon.
Because of our country’s Christian heritage, most Americans,
either consciously or subconsciously, derive their
presuppositions about life and morality from the Bible (whether
they know it or not). Ask an average man or woman on the street
if lying is right or wrong behavior, and he or she is going to tell
you it’s wrong. Ask who decided lying was wrong, and he or she
will either say, “it just is,” or “My parents taught me it was wrong,”
or “The Bible says so.”

However, “It just is,” is not an answer to the question; it is an
opinion. Neither is “my parents taught me.” Parents are an
authority figure, but they do not define morality in any absolute
way because they are humans whose opinions are subject to
change. “The Bible says so,” is a legitimate answer because if
you believe the Bible is God’s Word, then you want to obey God
so you don’t fall into disfavor with a Supreme Being who can
control your eternal destiny.

A lot of Americans will say they subscribe to the idea that a
person should be free to do whatever he wishes “as long as it
does not hurt anyone else.” This view again is based on the
presupposition that freedom is “good” and it is morally “wrong” to
hurt someone else. But who makes these rules? Who says
freedom is morally superior to bondage? And why is it wrong to
hurt someone else? Who says? To injure or hurt someone else
goes against Biblical teaching, that’s why. That is where the idea
that it is wrong to hurt someone comes from in the first place.
The Golden Rule was given to us by Jesus Christ. (Matthew 7:12
- So in everything, do to others what you would have them do to
you, for this sums up the Law and the Prophets.)

Other cultures in the world, such as communist countries, use
the atheistic state government as the agent for defining what is
right or wrong behavior. It’s called totalitarianism for a reason.

In Muslim countries, Islamic law and teaching dominates the
people’s behavior. They define good and evil, wrong and right.
Most European countries have what’s left of their Christian
heritage to guide them, although the continent today is mostly
secular with Islam rising as a possible replacement to secularism
in the coming decades.
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It is a healthy exercise to ask ourselves where we get the moral
values that govern our lives. Is it each person for himself or do
we acknowledge a higher power with authority to declare such?

God calls on all men and women to submit to His will and
authority. Let us pray that America will become a God-fearing
people again. In Matthew 10:28, Jesus declared: And do not fear
those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear Him
who can destroy both body and soul in hell.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
Saturday, May 6, 11am-2pm - Cornerstone Women will be
participating in a SEW-A-THON, to help provide essential
hygiene items for Kenyan women. If you would like to help,
please speak to Ruth Parker or Jen Scott.

Friday-Saturday, May 19-20 - YOUTH EVENT – Famine LOCK-
IN – Please support our youth as they go hungry for 24 hours to
raise money to help World Vision feed the hungry world.

Sunday, June 4, 3-5pm - KINDRED CROSS will be performing
at the Strawberry Festival. Plan NOW to come out and support
Steve and the band.

Sunday to Thursday, June 25-29, 6-8pm - Vacation Bible
School for children up through 5  grade - Come join the HIGHth

SEAS EXPEDITION with CAPTAIN PAUL. If you would like to
help, please speak to Aliah Ammon as soon as possible.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
PENTECOST IS SUNDAY, JUNE 4th !

GET YOUR RED READY!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

LADIES NIGHT OUT
Get your tickets now for this special event.

The DATE is Monday, May 15th
The TIME is 6pm
The COST is $7.00 per person for those 12 and above;
$3.00 per person for those 4-11years of age; with those
under 4 FREE
This year’s theme is Seeds of Faith

Come by yourself, or invite someone to come with you.
Every woman is invited to participate in this exciting event.

We’ll have a GREAT TIME!

VULNERABLE AUTHORITY
On the evening of the first day of the week, the day he rose from
the dead, Jesus kept a most important promise to the disciples,
says John. He met with them, breathed on them, and said,
“Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are
forgiven: if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”

Luke tells us it was at a festival after a week of weeks, after
seven weeks, on the fiftieth day, that the gift of the Holy Spirit
was sent from God as the risen and ascended Lord had
promised. The gift of the Spirit loosed their tongues to speak with
power and authority in the language of every person present
about the mighty acts of God in Christ that had delivered an
oppressed humanity from sin and death and all that enslaves.

No matter which story becomes the matrix of the Pentecost
celebration, the hands Jesus raises in blessing and peace over

those who are sent out with the gift of the Spirit are wounded
hands. The disciples recognize Jesus because his hands still
carry the marks of the nails; they know the risen Lord by his
wounds. The wounded Lord offers peace and power as he sends
his followers forth. But the authority he gives is a vulnerable
authority.

It is vulnerable because it is the authority Jesus himself
exercised. It is authority of a love that can feel with – empathize
with – the beloved. In the incarnation God was bold to take on
human flesh and become Immanuel, the God-with-us who was
in every way tempted and tried as we are – yet without sin. After
crucifixion and resurrection the symbols of that human suffering
are not obliterated. In fact, they lend authority to the promises of
the Risen One. He can give power over sin and death because
he has struggled with both and won. You can see that just by
looking at him.

Those who are clothed with power and authority by the gift of the
Spirit must likewise be content to be vulnerable authorities. We
are authentic witnesses when we tell the story of Christ’s victory
over sin and death which we ourselves have seen. Like the risen
Lord we are vulnerable to the onslaughts and rejections of
sinners like ourselves, and to death.

The authorities of this world try to be invulnerable. We surround
heads of state with bodyguards trained to protect their lives. In
the past such governors by whatever name would demand
unquestioning obedience. Even among us we find it wise not to
question the decisions of persons who hold authority over us in
any way, lest they feel vulnerable and respond by punishing or 
penalizing us.

The authority by which Christians are sent and the authority by
which we must act is a different kind of authority. Our authority
must share mutually with others in service, in decision making
and in regard for persons. Ours must be an authority modeled by
Jesus as he washed the feet of his disciples on that night in
which he was betrayed and went to his death. In all these ways
it must be a vulnerable authority.

Our authority must be vulnerable in that it must be open to
examination by other Christians. It must also be vulnerable –
open – to the ultimate judgment of the Lord who gave it. The
authority to bind and loose sins, that is, to condemn and forgive 
has its place. It is a part of proclamation to announce that
whoever will not repent of sin cannot receive forgiveness (even
if it has been given – for we can only receive what we open our
hands and hearts to take when it is given). Proclaiming both
sides of that teaching is an obligation we do not enjoy and may
even shrink from, but the truth must be spoken in wholeness. We
are vulnerable to judgment that finds our faithfulness wanting if
we cannot speak these words at the proper time in the
appropriate setting.

Beyond such speaking, any use of authority given by Jesus
Christ to condemn rather than to forgive must be open to
examination. Basically, our authority as the priestly people of the
High Priest of all creation is the authority to tell the story of our
salvation as Peter told it, with the others, on Pentecost, and to
call those who hear to repent and be baptized. When they
respond, we as a priestly people have authority to pronounce an
absolution followed by that gracious amnesia born of love which
is God’s ultimate gift to the faithful.

Remember, Jesus began his blessing: “Peace be with you. As
the Father has sent me, even so I send you.” Not to condemn the



Souled Out 2017

CORNERSTONE FELLOWSHIP
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 2017

BEGINNING AT 2 pm

Here at the church!

Join us for a day of concerts, preaching, worship &

prayer, and dinner on the grounds! There will be

children’s activities, and continuous prayer.

Something will be missing

IF YOU ARE NOT THERE!

PLAN NOW to be here! Fellowship with old friends, make
new ones, enjoy good food, music and worship the LORD!
INVITE EVERYONE YOU KNOW TO COME WITH YOU OR
MEET YOU HERE!!!! Watch for the sign up sheets and
volunteer to help!

And don’t forget that we will again have the BIZARRE
BAZAAR. What an added treat this has become. If you know
a vendor who would like to be included, please have them 
contact Deb Logan as soon as you can.

You won’t want to miss this special day!
RAIN or SHINE!
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world, but that the world through him might be saved.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

“Christianity has liberated the world, not as a system of ethics,
not as a philosophy of altruism, but by its revelation of the power
of pure and unselfish love. Its vital principle is not its code, but its
motive.” --President Woodrow Wilson

THE LORD’S SUPPER
“...He was known to them in the breaking of the bread”. 

Luke 24:35
The incident at Emmaus is the first instance of what Christians
have claimed for centuries. What the “two of them” discovered at
their evening table has been the recurring discovery of
generations of believers. The living Christ makes Himself known
“in the breaking of the bread.” It is at the Table that Christians
encounter and recognize their Lord as in no other way. Eating
the meal is the most fundamental thing that they can do.

To say that the living Christ is present in a special way in the
meal is not to suggest that He is present only there. Jesus was
with the travelers of Emmaus for a long time before they sat
down to eat. He was their companion on the road. He was their
partner in conversation. He was their teacher. Indeed, their
hearts “burned” when He “opened... the scriptures to them,”
showing them that His death was part of God’s plan. But it was
not until the meal that they finally recognized Him, that “their
eyes were opened.” And it was from this experience at the table
they were filled with energy and rushed out to share the good
news.

The table at Emmaus enables us to reflect upon certain aspects
of this central Christian meal. For one thing, Jesus hosted the
supper even though it was eaten in someone else’s home. The
two travelers became guests in their own house and were laid
open to Jesus’ leading. It was probably the travelers’ food which
was placed upon the table, but it was Jesus who became the
content of that food. Likewise, you and I are reminded at the
Lord’s Supper that it is He who is in charge. It is His church in
which we gather, even though we are the ones who planned and
built it. It is His food that we eat, even though we may have
baked the bread and may have purchased the juice with our own
money. And it is He who fills both church and food with Himself.
It is to Him that we belong and it is from Him alone that we
receive nourishment.

We don’t know why Jesus chose to join the two on the road to
Emmaus. Luke doesn’t tell us, so perhaps he wasn’t even
interested. Or perhaps Luke didn’t know. Neither do we, of
course, but it may still be something worth thinking about. There
doesn’t seem to be anything special about the two. We might
want to claim that they had inquiring minds, and that is why
Jesus chose them. But the conversation of the two seems more
like an obituary than a birth announcement. Certainly they did not
expect to see Jesus. So if a lively expectation was a condition for
His appearance, then it was a condition that they did not meet.
Certainly they did not grasp the necessity of Jesus’ death nor the
promise of His resurrection. So if right understanding was a
prerequisite for Jesus’ companionship, then it was a prerequisite
that they did not fulfill. Certainly they were not quick to recognize
Jesus. So if the ability to see hidden realities was required for
Jesus’ presence, then it was a requirement that they failed to
achieve.

Perhaps we do not know why Jesus chose these two because
there is no reason, other than the fact that He chose them. They
fulfilled no conditions, no prerequisites and no requirements. He

simply came to them without their request and without their
readiness. And the same things are true about us. We do not
find ourselves at the Table because we have somehow earned
the right to be there. On the other hand, we do not ever have to
justify our presence at the Table. We are there as honored
guests because Jesus chose to make us such. Jesus meets us
there because He has chosen to do so.

We have no idea what the Emmaus two did beyond their
immediate return to the eleven in Jerusalem. What happened at
the meal thrust them into action and it is difficult to believe that
their activity may have stopped there. Certainly they are included
in all of those for whom Jesus “opened their minds to understand
the scriptures (Luke 24:25). And surely they are thus included as
part of those who Jesus says are to be “witnesses of these
things” (Luke 24:28). But whatever task it was that they
undertook, it is not too much to say that it began at the Meal. It
began with the undeserved presence of Jesus at the table. It
began with the recognition that they were chosen by Jesus and
nourished by Him. It began with the only claim that really matters,
“The Lord has risen indeed” (Luke 24:34). That is where the
Christian task must always begin.

HAPPY
MOTHER’S DAY!


