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Deuteronomy 1:19-46 
 
Verses 19-21 
Then, as the LORD our God commanded us, we set out from Horeb and went 
toward the hill country of the Amorites through all that vast and dreadful 
wilderness that you have seen, and so we reached Kadesh Barnea. 20 Then I said 
to you, “You have reached the hill country of the Amorites, which the LORD our 
God is giving us. 21 See, the LORD your God has given you the land. Go up and 
take possession of it as the LORD, the God of your ancestors, told you. Do not be 
afraid; do not be discouraged.” 

• After the appointing of Israel’s first elders, Moses moved the nation to the 
place called Kadesh Barnea. (Information about the appointing of Elders 
can be found in the exegetical notes for Deuteronomy 1:9-18. Information 
about Kadesh Barnea can be found in the exegetical notes for 
Deuteronomy 1:1-8.) Kadesh Barnea is the place where Israel was gathered 
when Moses spoke these words. However, the visit referenced above is 
Israel’s first visit to this place which had occurred 40 years before. 

• When Israel came to Kadesh Barnea the first time, Moses gave them God’s 
command. They were to move forward into the Promised Land and take 
possession of it. They were to trust God and were not to be afraid to do 
what God commanded or discouraged by what was required of them . (See 
exegetical notes on Numbers 13-14.) 

 
Verses 22-25 
Then all of you came to me and said, “Let us send men ahead to spy out the land 
for us and bring back a report about the route we are to take and the towns we 
will come to.” 
23 The idea seemed good to me; so I selected twelve of you, one man from each 
tribe. 24 They left and went up into the hill country, and came to the Valley of 
Eshkol and explored it. 25 Taking with them some of the fruit of the land, they 
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brought it down to us and reported, “It is a good land that the LORD our God is 
giving us.” 

• After receiving the command of God to move forward into the land, the 
people of Israel suggested to Moses that spies be sent into the land first. 
(Numbers 13:1 says that God told Moses to send the spies into the land. 
Apparently,  the suggestion was first made to Moses by the people. But 
Moses took the matter to God and felt God’s approval of the suggestion 
from the people.)  

• Twelve men were selected, one from each of Israel’s twelve tribes. They 
were instructed to explore the land.  

• The report of the spies was that the land was a good place. The grapes from 
the valley of Eshkol being proof of its bounty. 

 
Verses 26-28 
But you were unwilling to go up; you rebelled against the command of the LORD 
your God. 27 You grumbled in your tents and said, “The LORD hates us; so he 
brought us out of Egypt to deliver us into the hands of the Amorites to destroy 
us. 28 Where can we go? Our brothers have made our hearts melt in fear. They 
say, ‘The people are stronger and taller than we are; the cities are large, with 
walls up to the sky. We even saw the Anakites there.’” 

• But the spies also reported that the cities of the promised land were large 
and well-fortified, the people who lived in the place appeared to be larger 
and stronger than the Israelites, and that there were Anakites there. 
(According to Numbers 13:33, the Anakites are related to the Nephilim. See 
Genesis 6:4.) Anakites were the early inhabitants of Cana. They were large, 
strong people often thought of as giants. What is important to remember is 
that this is a false report exaggerated by the spies. They did not see 
Nephilim or giants. The report is intended to discourage Israel’s obedience. 
No doubt, the spies thought this was true, but there is no report of it being 
true once Israel entered the land. 

• Because of the negative report brought back by the spies, the people were 
convinced that the danger before them was too great. Even with God’s help 
they could not take the land. They concluded that God hated them and had 
brought them to that place to destroy them. The illogic of their argument is 
astounding. God, who could have left them slaves in Egypt was so cruel that 
he freed them only to kill them. 

• The people resolved NOT to obey God by moving forward to take the land. 
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Verses 29-33 
Then I said to you, “Do not be terrified; do not be afraid of them. 30 The LORD 
your God, who is going before you, will fight for you, as he did for you in Egypt, 
before your very eyes, 31 and in the wilderness. There you saw how the LORD your 
God carried you, as a father carries his son, all the way you went until you 
reached this place.” 
32 In spite of this, you did not trust in the LORD your God, 33 who went ahead of 
you on your journey, in fire by night and in a cloud by day, to search out places 
for you to camp and to show you the way you should go. 

• Moses argued with the people trying to point out the fault in their 
argument. Why would God bring them out of Egypt and lead them to this 
place safely only to kill them here? But, rejecting all of the evidence, they 
rejected his arguments because of their fear.  

 
Verses 34-36 
34 When the LORD heard what you said, he was angry and solemnly swore: 35 “No 
one from this evil generation shall see the good land I swore to give your 
ancestors, 36 except Caleb son of Jephunneh. He will see it, and I will give him 
and his descendants the land he set his feet on, because he followed the LORD 
wholeheartedly.” 

• The peoples’ refusal to trust God angered God. All of the persons from that 
generation, except Caleb, one of the two spies who rejected the report of 
the others, were denied entrance to the land of promise because they 
refused to trust God and obey him. 

 
Verses 37-40 
 Because of you the LORD became angry with me also and said, “You shall not 
enter it, either. 38 But your assistant, Joshua son of Nun, will enter it. Encourage 
him, because he will lead Israel to inherit it. 39 And the little ones that you said 
would be taken captive, your children who do not yet know good from bad—
they will enter the land. I will give it to them and they will take possession of it. 
40 But as for you, turn around and set out toward the desert along the route to 
the Red Sea.” 

• (See exegetical notes for Numbers 20:9-13.) As they wandered through the 
dessert, they came again to Kadesh Barnea. There was no water there and 
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the people grumbled against God and Moses because of it. The grumbling 
and complaining angered Moses. God told Moses to take his staff, the 
symbol of his authority, in his hand and to “SPEAK” to a particular rock 
from which water would flow. However, in his anger with the people, 
Moses struck the rock with his staff twice. Water did gush from the rock 
just as God had promised, but Moses had not obeyed God’s specific 
command. He did not simply speak to the rock. He struck it violently twice.  
Because Moses disobeyed the specific command of God, he and his 
brother, Aaron, were refused entrance to the promised land. Moses would 
lead the people to it, but not be allowed to enter it. Moses is responsible 
for his sin. However, here he lays blame for it on Israel’s grumbling and 
complaining against God. That he bears the responsibility for what he did is 
evidenced in God’s reaction to Moses’ behavior. 

• Even though the rebellious generation is punished for their disobedience, 
the promise is not revoked! Moses’ assistant, Joshua, who was with Caleb 
in denying the bad report of the other spies, will lead the children of the 
faithless generation into the land. 

 
Verses 41-46 
Then you replied, “We have sinned against the LORD. We will go up and fight, as 
the LORD our God commanded us.” So every one of you put on his weapons, 
thinking it easy to go up into the hill country. 42 But the LORD said to me, “Tell 
them, ‘Do not go up and fight, because I will not be with you. You will be 
defeated by your enemies.’” 43 So I told you, but you would not listen. You 
rebelled against the LORD’s command and in your arrogance you marched up 
into the hill country. 44 The Amorites who lived in those hills came out against 
you; they chased you like a swarm of bees and beat you down from Seir all the 
way to Hormah. 45 You came back and wept before the LORD, but he paid no 
attention to your weeping and turned a deaf ear to you. 46 And so you stayed in 
Kadesh many days—all the time you spent there. 

• Hearing God’s judgment on them, the people decided to repent of their 
decision not to trust and obey. They resolved to go into the land and fight 
for it. 

• God told Moses to tell them NOT to proceed with their plan for he would 
not bless it. But they would not listen to Moses. They did what seemed 
right in their own minds. They went ahead with their own plans. Even 
though God said, “Don’t,” they did. The results were disastrous. They were 
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defeated in their attempt to take the land because they still did not trust 
God or obey him.  

• God did not listen to their repentance for it was insincere. They still were 
not trusting and obeying him. 

 
 
 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled The BIG Mistake.  They have been 
prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at Cornerstone Fellowship, Coatesville 
Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Dr. Jensen and Cornerstone Fellowship.) 

 
 


