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(Moses’ historical narrative begun in Deuteronomy 1:3 continues.) 
 
 

Deuteronomy 2:1-23 
 
Verses 1-8 
Then we turned back and set out toward the wilderness along the route to the 
Red Sea, as the LORD had directed me. For a long time we made our way around 
the hill country of Seir. 
2 Then the LORD said to me, 3 “You have made your way around this hill country 
long enough; now turn north. 4 Give the people these orders: ‘You are about to 
pass through the territory of your relatives the descendants of Esau, who live in 
Seir. They will be afraid of you, but be very careful. 5 Do not provoke them to 
war, for I will not give you any of their land, not even enough to put your foot 
on. I have given Esau the hill country of Seir as his own. 6 You are to pay them in 
silver for the food you eat and the water you drink.’” 
7 The LORD your God has blessed you in all the work of your hands. He has 
watched over your journey through this vast wilderness. These forty years the 
LORD your God has been with you, and you have not lacked anything. 
8 So we went on past our relatives the descendants of Esau, who live in Seir. We 
turned from the Arabah road, which comes up from Elath and Ezion Geber, and 
traveled along the desert road of Moab. 
 

• After Israel’s rejection of God’s plan by refusing to enter the promised land 
(see Deut. 1:26-46), God turned them back into the wilderness. They circled 
the area known as Seir for a long time, until God told them to move 
northward to pass through the area which God had already given to Esau 
the elder son of Isaac (See Genesis 36:6-8). This area is also known as Edom 
in the Bible. Esau’s descendants are sometimes called Edomites.  
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• Though Israel was eager to display their obedience in claiming the promised 
land, God made it clear that Israel was not to attempt to claim any of the 
territory which had been given to Esau. The Israelites were to pay the 
Edomites for their food and water.  

• Israel heard God say that they should wait, and they obeyed. They did not 
attempt to claim any of the territory given to Esau. 

• According to Numbers 20:14-22, Israel was denied permission to enter 
Edom by its king. The king came out against the Israelites with a show of 
military force. But in obedience to God’s command, Israel turned back and 
left Edom. 

• Moses reminded those listening to him, that through all of their dealings 
with God, God had been good to them. Even though they were required to 
wait for 40 years before entering the promised land, God blessed them 
during the waiting. 

 
Verses 9-12 
Then the LORD said to me, “Do not harass the Moabites or provoke them to war, 
for I will not give you any part of their land. I have given Ar to the descendants 
of Lot as a possession.” 
10 (The Emites used to live there—a people strong and numerous, and as tall as 
the Anakites. 11 Like the Anakites, they too were considered Rephaites, but the 
Moabites called them Emites. 12 Horites used to live in Seir, but the descendants 
of Esau drove them out. They destroyed the Horites from before them and 
settled in their place, just as Israel did in the land the LORD gave them as their 
possession.) 
 

• After attempting to pass through Edom unsuccessfully, the Israelites came 
to Moab. This area had been given by God to Lot the nephew of Abraham 
(See Genesis 19:37). Again, Israel was forbidden to attempt to take any of 
this territory. It seems that Moab followed the example of Edom and 
denied Israel permission to pass through (See Judges 11:17). However, 
Israel was obedient to God’s command and did not engage in any military 
action against Moab. 

• Ar is another name for Moab. 
• Emites were a group of large strong persons driven out of Moab by Lot. The 

Hebrew word is related to the Hebrew word for “terrors.” 
• Anakites were another race of large strong people thought of as giants. 
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• Rephaites is another word for the race of “giants.” 
• Horites were an unknown group of fierce warriors reportedly destroyed by 

the descendants of Esau. 
• The reason that these names are mentioned is because the spies reported 

seeing “giants” in the promised land. This is a reminder to Israel that God 
can defeat giants. 

 
Verses 13-23 
 And the LORD said, “Now get up and cross the Zered Valley.” So we crossed the 
valley. 
14 Thirty-eight years passed from the time we left Kadesh Barnea until we 
crossed the Zered Valley. By then, that entire generation of fighting men had 
perished from the camp, as the LORD had sworn to them. 15 The LORD’s hand was 
against them until he had completely eliminated them from the camp. 
16 Now when the last of these fighting men among the people had died, 17 the 
LORD said to me, 18 “Today you are to pass by the region of Moab at Ar. 19 When 
you come to the Ammonites, do not harass them or provoke them to war, for I 
will not give you possession of any land belonging to the Ammonites. I have 
given it as a possession to the descendants of Lot.” 
20 (That too was considered a land of the Rephaites, who used to live there; but 
the Ammonites called them Zamzummites. 21 They were a people strong and 
numerous, and as tall as the Anakites. The LORD destroyed them from before the 
Ammonites, who drove them out and settled in their place. 22 The LORD had done 
the same for the descendants of Esau, who lived in Seir, when he destroyed the 
Horites from before them. They drove them out and have lived in their place to 
this day. 23 And as for the Avvites who lived in villages as far as Gaza, the 
Caphtorites coming out from Caphtor destroyed them and settled in their place.) 
 

• The Zered is the major stream which flows into the south end of the Dead 
Sea. The Zered marks the southern boundary of Moab. 

• In the 38th year after the rebellion at Kadesh Barnea, the entire generation 
of fighting men from the Israelites who had refused to enter the promised 
land had died. In that year, Israel was told travel along the eastern 
boundary of Moab traveling to the north. They were not to move against 
the Moabites. 

• Zamzummites another name for the Ammonites who were also called 
Anakites. (See notes above.) 
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• Avvites, Caphtorites are both populations of warrior-like people who lived 
in the area. 

• Again, the point is that strong warriors cannot stop God. 
 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled When The Answer is Wait.  They have 
been prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at Cornerstone Fellowship, Coatesville 
Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Dr. Jensen and Cornerstone Fellowship.) 

 
 


