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Deuteronomy 4:15-31 

Verses 15-19 
You saw no form of any kind the day the LORD spoke to you at Horeb out of the 
fire. Therefore watch yourselves very carefully, 16 so that you do not become 
corrupt and make for yourselves an idol, an image of any shape, whether 
formed like a man or a woman, 17 or like any animal on earth or any bird that 
flies in the air, 18 or like any creature that moves along the ground or any fish in 
the waters below. 19 And when you look up to the sky and see the sun, the moon 
and the stars—all the heavenly array—do not be enticed into bowing down to 
them and worshiping things the LORD your God has apportioned to all the 
nations under heaven. 

• See verse 12. When God spoke to Israel on Mt. Horeb, he spoke to them 
from a burning fire. They saw no shape, form, or figure. They only heard 
God’s voice. God is spirit. See John 4:24. He is without shape or form or any 
other limitation.  

• Because it is hard for humans to grasp the concept of God’s formlessness, 
the tendency is to create an object upon which to center worship. Israel is 
forbidden to create any representation of God to worship. 

• According to Jesus’ teaching, God is to be worshipped in spirit and in truth, 
not in any other form. John 4:24. 

 
Verses 19-24 
But as for you, the LORD took you and brought you out of the iron-smelting 
furnace, out of Egypt, to be the people of his inheritance, as you now are. 
21 The LORD was angry with me because of you, and he solemnly swore that I 
would not cross the Jordan and enter the good land the LORD your God is giving 
you as your inheritance. 22 I will die in this land; I will not cross the Jordan; but 
you are about to cross over and take possession of that good land. 23 Be careful 
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not to forget the covenant of the LORD your God that he made with you; do not 
make for yourselves an idol in the form of anything the LORD your God has 
forbidden. 24 For the LORD your God is a consuming fire, a jealous God. 

• Israel had witnessed the unlimited power of God in his deliverance of them 
from slavery in Egypt. This formless God had no lack of power. He had 
delivered them from the most powerful king on earth and had chosen them 
as his heirs. No other god had power as unto him! 

• Moses had broken the Law of this god and was being punished like the first 
generation of Israelites out of Egypt. Like them he was forbidden to enter 
the promised land. See notes of Deuteronomy 3:21-29. 

• From these events Israel was to learn the lesson: “Do not forget the 
covenant promises which bind you to this formless God.” If the covenant 
obligations were forgotten, God would punish the nation. 

 
Verses 25-28 
After you have had children and grandchildren and have lived in the land a long 
time—if you then become corrupt and make any kind of idol, doing evil in the 
eyes of the LORD your God and arousing his anger, 26 I call the heavens and the 
earth as witnesses against you this day that you will quickly perish from the land 
that you are crossing the Jordan to possess. You will not live there long but will 
certainly be destroyed. 27 The LORD will scatter you among the peoples, and only 
a few of you will survive among the nations to which the LORD will drive you. 
28 There you will worship man-made gods of wood and stone, which cannot see 
or hear or eat or smell. 

• Moses warned Israel that if the lesson was not learned and that she 
violated the covenant obligations, she would be forced out of the land of 
promise and live under the control of other nations. There, Israel would be 
forced to worship false gods. 

• This prophecy was fulfilled. Israel’s disobedience, her failure to keep her 
covenant obligations, caused her to lose the promised land. 

 
Verse 29-31 
But if from there you seek the LORD your God, you will find him if you seek him 
with all your heart and with all your soul. 30 When you are in distress and all 
these things have happened to you, then in later days you will return to the LORD 
your God and obey him. 31 For the LORD your God is a merciful God; he will not 
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abandon or destroy you or forget the covenant with your ancestors, which he 
confirmed to them by oath. 

• A series of blessings and curses has marked Israel’s relationship with the 
Lord. Time and again she forgot her covenant obligations and was punished 
for her failure. But each time, when she repented of her error, she was 
restored. God is quick to forgive, slow to punish, and abounding in mercy. 

• In 1948 this prophecy of Moses was fulfilled. Though Israel had lost the land 
and been restored to it time and again throughout history, the process of 
loss and restoration continued until modern times. In 1948, the nation of 
Israel was re-established. We believe that the 1948 re-establishment of the 
nation of Israel prepares the way for the end of time. 

 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled No Form of Any Kind.  They have been 
prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at Cornerstone Fellowship, Coatesville 
Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Dr. Jensen and Cornerstone Fellowship.) 

 
 


