
1 
 

 
Exegetical Notes, Deuteronomy 13:1-18 

“Do NOT Be Led Astray” 
Prepared by Charles H. Jensen, Pastor, Cornerstone Fellowship 

101 Kylies Road, Coatesville, PA 19320 
610-384-1375 

charleshjensen@aol.com 
 

Deuteronomy 13:1-18 
 
Verses 1-5 
If a prophet, or one who foretells by dreams, appears among you and announces 
to you a sign or wonder, 2 and if the sign or wonder spoken of takes place, and 
the prophet says, “Let us follow other gods” (gods you have not known) “and let 
us worship them,” 3 you must not listen to the words of that prophet or dreamer. 
The LORD your God is testing you to find out whether you love him with all your 
heart and with all your soul. 4 It is the LORD your God you must follow, and him 
you must revere. Keep his commands and obey him; serve him and hold fast to 
him. 5 That prophet or dreamer must be put to death for inciting rebellion 
against the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt and redeemed you 
from the land of slavery. That prophet or dreamer tried to turn you from the 
way the LORD your God commanded you to follow. You must purge the evil from 
among you. 

• The chapter presents three scenes in which the Israelites are tempted to 
turn away from YHWH to follow other teachings, to follow false gods. 

• In the first scene, a prophet comes to entice Israel to turn away from 
YHWH. A prophet is one who says to Israel, “Thus says the Lord.” The 
prophet is one who speaks in the name of the Lord, telling the people of 
God what God says. In this case, the prophet establishes his credibility by 
predicting a future event which comes true. But after doing so, he invites 
the people to leave YHWH and to worship other gods or to worship other 
gods in addition to YHWH. 

• Israel is reminded that she is commanded to worship YHWH alone and to 
follow him by keeping his commandments.  

• To protect the community from the prophet/dreamer, Israel is commanded 
to execute him. The evil he represents must be purged from the 
community. 
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Verses 6-11 
If your very own brother, or your son or daughter, or the wife you love, or your 
closest friend secretly entices you, saying, “Let us go and worship other gods” 
(gods that neither you nor your ancestors have known, 7 gods of the peoples 
around you, whether near or far, from one end of the land to the other), 8 do not 
yield to them or listen to them. Show them no pity. Do not spare them or shield 
them. 9 You must certainly put them to death. Your hand must be the first in 
putting them to death, and then the hands of all the people. 10 Stone them to 
death, because they tried to turn you away from the LORD your God, who 
brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 11 Then all Israel will hear 
and be afraid, and no one among you will do such an evil thing again. 

• In the second scene, the one enticing others to follow gods other than 
YHWH is a close member of the family, a brother, a child, even your own 
wife, or your best friend. Israel is reminded that she must not listen to this 
person’s advice despite the close relation. In fact, this person is not to be 
listened to or given any protection. 

• Despite the relationship, this person must be executed by stoning because 
they are a threat to the entire community. Their execution will remind 
others not to do as they have done. 

 
Verses 12-18 
12 If you hear it said about one of the towns the LORD your God is giving you to 
live in 13 that troublemakers have arisen among you and have led the people of 
their town astray, saying, “Let us go and worship other gods” (gods you have 
not known), 14 then you must inquire, probe and investigate it thoroughly. And if 
it is true and it has been proved that this detestable thing has been done among 
you, 15 you must certainly put to the sword all who live in that town. You must 
destroy it completely, both its people and its livestock. 16 You are to gather all 
the plunder of the town into the middle of the public square and completely 
burn the town and all its plunder as a whole burnt offering to the LORD your God. 
That town is to remain a ruin forever, never to be rebuilt, 17 and none of the 
condemned things are to be found in your hands. Then the LORD will turn from 
his fierce anger, will show you mercy, and will have compassion on you. He will 
increase your numbers, as he promised on oath to your ancestors— 18 because 
you obey the LORD your God by keeping all his commands that I am giving you 
today and doing what is right in his eyes. 
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• In the third scene, the problem “trouble makers” have arisen in one of 
Israel’s town and successfully convinced the community to follow other 
gods or to worship other gods in addition to YHWH. After a thorough 
investigation of the matter which establishes that the town has been led 
astray, the entire town must be destroyed and all its inhabitants executed. 
No plunder may be taken and the town may never be rebuilt. 

• God will forgive the nation if these instructions are followed exactly 
because the nation has chosen to be totally devoted and obedient to the 
word of God. 

 
 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled Do NOT Be Led Astray.  They have been 
prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at Cornerstone Fellowship, Coatesville 
Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Dr. Jensen and Cornerstone Fellowship.) 

 
 

 


