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Deuteronomy 16:1-8 (see notes of Exodus 12:14-20 & Leviticus 23:4-8) 
 
 
Verses 1-4 
Observe the month of Aviv and celebrate the Passover of the LORD your God, 
because in the month of Aviv he brought you out of Egypt by night. 2 Sacrifice as 
the Passover to the LORD your God an animal from your flock or herd at the place 
the LORD will choose as a dwelling for his Name. 3 Do not eat it with bread made 
with yeast, but for seven days eat unleavened bread, the bread of affliction, 
because you left Egypt in haste—so that all the days of your life you may 
remember the time of your departure from Egypt. 4 Let no yeast be found in your 
possession in all your land for seven days. Do not let any of the meat you 
sacrifice on the evening of the first day remain until morning. 

• The Canaanite for the month was Abib. The Hebrewization of that name is 
Aviv. The Babylonian name for it is Nisan. All of these names are used in 
reference to this month in the Bible. 

• Aviv was to be the first month of the Hebrew calendar (see Exodus 12:1-2). 
Therefore, the feast of Passover was to be the first of Israel’s great religious 
celebrations each year. The feast of Passover was to begin on the 14th day 
of the month through the 21st day (See Exodus 12:15). Thus, recognizing the 
sacred cycle of sevens discussed in last week’s sermon (See notes on 
Deuteronomy 15). The feast was to open and close with great sacred 
assemblies at the tabernacle or, later, the temple to which all male 
Hebrews were summoned. 

• On the first Passover, when Israel was still in Egypt awaiting freedom, God’s 
plan was to afflict the people of Egypt by taking the “first born of every 
household in death. The Hebrews were told to kill a spotless lamb and to 
smear its blood on the door posts and lintels of their households. This 
blood of the lamb would be a mark for the angel of death. When God’s 
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messenger saw the blood of the lamb, he would pass over that household. 
Thus, the children of Israel were saved from death by the blood of the 
lamb. 

• On the first Passover, Israel was to be prepared to move out at the Lord’s 
command. They could not wait for their bread to rise. So, they were 
instructed to make bread without yeast. This flat bread became a symbol 
that they waited for the Lord’s command. Later, yeast became a symbol for 
sin. So yeast was cleansed from the houses of the people of Israel prior to 
the 14th day of Aviv as a symbolic method of preparing to obey God by 
ridding one’s life and household from sin.  

• When this text was written, Israel was no longer in Egypt. They were now 
preparing to enter the Promised Land. They were charged to continue the 
ritual of the Passover. They were to kill a lamb at the tabernacle. They were 
to eat the lamb with unleavened, yeastless, bread. This annual celebration 
was to remind them that they were saved from bondage in Egypt by the 
blood of the lamb, by the grace of Almighty God, and that they were to be 
waiting to obey the commands of God. 

 
Verses 5-8 
You must not sacrifice the Passover in any town the LORD your God gives you 
6 except in the place he will choose as a dwelling for his Name. There you must 
sacrifice the Passover in the evening, when the sun goes down, on the 
anniversary of your departure from Egypt. 7 Roast it and eat it at the place the 
LORD your God will choose. Then in the morning return to your tents. 8 For six 
days eat unleavened bread and on the seventh day hold an assembly to the LORD 
your God and do no work. 

• The Passover sacrifice could only be made at the tabernacle, or later, at the 
temple in Jerusalem. When the temple was destroyed, the sacrifice of the 
lamb could not/cannot be made. Thus the modern Jewish Passover does 
not involve the sacrifice or the spreading of blood. The modern Passover is 
the symbolic rabbinical recreation of the ancient Biblical event. 

• The feast was to begin at sun down, the beginning of the new day in Jewish 
thinking. We think that day begins at dawn. They saw it as beginning with 
sunset. 

• On the morning after the sacrifice of the lamb, Israel was to return to their 
tents. In early years, they lived in tents. Later, when they had settled into 
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the Promised Land, they lived in tents at the place of the tabernacle when 
they came to celebrate the Passover. 

 
 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled The Great Plan of Salvation… The Old 
Testament Version.  They have been prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at 
Cornerstone Fellowship, Coatesville Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Dr. Jensen and Cornerstone 
Fellowship.) 

 
 


