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Deuteronomy 16:21-17:7 
 
Verses 16:21-22 
Do not set up any wooden Asherah pole beside the altar you build to the LORD 
your God, 22 and do not erect a sacred stone, for these the LORD your God hates. 

• An Asherah pole was a symbol used in the worship of the goddess Asherah 
and her corresponding male counterpart, the god Baal. The Asherah/Baal 
cult was a fertility cult. People worshipped this god and goddess to assure 
abundance and wealth. The two main elements of worship in this cult were 
child sacrifice and sex. Infants were laid on the altar and burned to death 
while the worshippers participated in heterosexual or homosexual acts. 
This ancient cult was very popular, was prevalent in the promised land 
before the Hebrew invasion, and crept back into Hebrew life after the 
invasion. 

• The Hebrews did not give up worship of YHWH in favor of Asherah/Baal. 
Instead they attempted to incorporate Asherah/Baal worship with the 
worship of YHWH.  

• Israel is warned here that YHWH will not tolerate this attempt. 
 
Verses 17:1-4 
When the LORD your God brings you into the land you are entering to possess 
and drives out before you many nations—the Hittites, Girgashites, Amorites, 
Canaanites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites, seven nations larger and stronger 
than you— 2 and when the LORD your God has delivered them over to you and 
you have defeated them, then you must destroy them totally. Make no treaty 
with them, and show them no mercy. 3 Do not intermarry with them. Do not give 
your daughters to their sons or take their daughters for your sons, 4 for they will 
turn your children away from following me to serve other gods, and the LORD’s 
anger will burn against you and will quickly destroy you. 
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• God understood that Asherah/Baal worship was prevalent in the area that 
he was giving to Israel. He understood that the promise of these gods, 
abundance and wealth, achieved through worship of them which involved 
sexual acts, would be too much for the Israelites to resist. The temptation 
would be too great for the Hebrews. So, he ordered that these perverse 
cultures should be totally destroyed. However, even though total 
destruction was ordered, YHWH knew that the order would be ignored by 
Israel. So, he ordered that there should be no treaties between Israel and 
these perverse cultures. Israel should not allow their children to intermarry 
with the children of these cultures. 

• God warned Israel that if this warning was ignored, which it was, the next 
generation of Hebrews would be led away from him into the perversions of 
the cultures around them. And that then, his anger would burn against 
those who had ignored this warning. 

 
Verses 5-7 
 This is what you are to do to them: Break down their altars, smash their sacred 
stones, cut down their Asherah poles and burn their idols in the fire. 6 For you 
are a people holy to the LORD your God. The LORD your God has chosen you out of 
all the peoples on the face of the earth to be his people, his treasured 
possession. 7 The LORD did not set his affection on you and choose you because 
you were more numerous than other peoples, for you were the fewest of all 
peoples. 

• Israel was commanded to destroy the Asherah/Baal cult.  
• The reason for this “intolerance” was that if the Hebrews tried to coexist 

with this cult, the Hebrews would become involved with it, would 
participate in its practices, and so be pulled away from YHWH. 
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