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COME, CELEBRATE WITH US
150 YEARS OF GOD’S FAITHFULNESS AND GOODNESS

TO
CORNERSTONE FELLOWSHIP/ FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

On December 8, 1865, delegates were summoned from nearby Baptist churches to meet with members
of the Coatesville community to determine if there was sufficient interest to begin a Baptist church in
Coatesville. They decided to proceed. On September 3, 1867, the First Baptist Church of Coatesville was
founded. Cornerstone is that church. 150 years ago this year God began the work of which we are now
a part.

On Sunday, November 5, 2017, we will pause to give thanks to God for the first 150 years He has given
to First Baptist/Cornerstone Fellowship. The schedule for the day looks like this:

8:15am - Worship
9:30am - Sunday School

10:45 - The Celebration of 150 Years Worship
Noon - Luncheon on the grounds (FREE)

2pm- Hymn Singing of Songs from our History
Past to Present

In addition, there will be displays of historical items: pictures, documents, clothing, etc. 

Additionally, be sure to be here on Sunday morning, October 29, during the Sunday school hour (9:30am).
Adult and youth classes will gather in the worship center to see the play, Those Contentious Baptists. An
historical commemorative booklet is being prepared to remember the day.

All the current and past members and friends of the congregation are invited to join us for this wonderful
day of celebration. Invite someone new to come with you for the day!

Many THANKS to the 150  Anniversary Committee for the many hours they have spent preparing for thisth

celebration! WELL DONE!!!!
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READ YOUR BIBLE
We’re almost there. If you have been following these
suggested readings throughout the year, then you know
that at the end of December we will have read through the
entire Bible. Keep going. The Lord has more blessing to
pour out on us as we are faithful in this small area.
The month of November
1.  John 8-10, Psalm 111
2.  John 11-13, Psalm 112
3.  John 14-17, Psalm 113
4.  John 18-21, Psalm 114
5.  Acts 1-2, Psalm 115
6.  Acts 3-6, Psalm 116
7.  Acts 7-9, Psalm 117
8.  Acts 10-12, Psalm 118
9.  Acts 13-14, Psalm 119:1-8, Numbers 23:8-10
10. Acts 15-17, Psalm 119:9-16, Numbers 23:19-24
11. Acts 18-20, Psalm 119:17-24, Numbers 24:5-9
12. Acts 21-23, Psalm 119:25-32, Numbers 24:17-19
13. Acts 24-26, Psalm 119:33-40, Deuteronomy 33:26-29
14. Acts 27-28, Psalm 119:41-48, Luke 1:46-55
15. Romans 1-2, Psalm 119:49-56, Luke 1:68-75
16. Romans 3-5, Psalm 119:57-64, John 3:16
17. Romans 6-8, Psalm 119:65-72, Romans 11:33-36
18. Romans 9-11, Psalm 119:73-80, Romans 16:25-27
19. Romans 12-14, Psalm 119:81-88, 2 Corinthians 13:14
20. Romans 15-16, Psalm 119:89-96, Ephesians 2:1-10
21. 1 Corinthians 1-4, Psalm 119:97-104, Ephesians 3:20-21
22. 1 Corinthians 5-8, Psalm 119:105-112, Philippians 2:5-11
23. 1 Corinthians 9-11, Psalm 119:113-120, 1 Thessalonians

3:11-13
24. 1 Corinthians 12-14, Psalm 119: 121-128, 1 Timothy 1:17
25. 1 Corinthians 15-16, Psalm 119:129-136, Hebrews 13:20-21
26. 2 Corinthians 1-2, Psalm 119:137-144, Jude 24-25
27. 2 Corinthians 3-6, Psalm 119:145-152, Revelation 1:5-6
28. 2 Corinthians 7-10, Psalm 119:153-160, Revelation 4:11
29. 2 Corinthians 11-13, Psalm 119:161-168, Revelation 15:3-4
30. Galatians 1-3, Psalm 119:169-176, Revelation 19:6-8

ON BECOMING MORE HUMBLE
Read Luke 14:1, 7-14
For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he
who humbles himself will be exalted (Luke 14:11)

The great preacher and long-time pastor of Riverside
Church in New York City, published a sermon
entitled,”What Does It Really Mean To be Great?” He
answered his question with the answer “Jesus obviously
thought that no one could be great who was not humble.”

Apparently, Jesus was acquainted with very few humble
persons. Times haven’t changed. I have known very few
truly humble persons. Since none of us is likely a shoo-in
candidate for “Heaven’s Humble Hall of Fame,” let’s see
how we might become a more likely candidate.

A HUMBLE PERSON is HUMAN. You may think it strange
that I would even mention such a matter. But, unfortunately
too many humans act as if humanity and humility can never
mix – they resemble oil and water. But let me emphasize
that the human and the humble must mix if the Master’s
message is to be meaningful.

A dog may appear humble when he wags his tail. A cat
may appear to be humble when she purrs. But the
combined wags and purrs of all the dogs and cats in the
world don’t have the potentiality of creating as much
humility as one single human being is capable of
producing!

When God got around to the creation of man and woman,
he inserted in each person a portion of his own image. But
many human beings are not satisfied with their God-
likeness. They act like they think they are God. They want
to be equal with God. They have a hard time being human
and a harder time being humble! When you know factually
who you are, (I am fearfully and wonderfully made)you are
so much better prepared to employ fully your human hands
and your human head and your human heart!

A HUMBLE PERSON is HONEST. Can you name a single
dishonest humble human being? Honesty is not only the
best policy, but honesty is the only policy of the truly
humble. A humble person is honest with himself or herself,
with family and friends, with associates, but above all, with
God!

One of the most scathing statements that Jesus ever made
to the scribes and Pharisees was when he likened them to
“beautiful whitewashed tombs. On the inside you are full of
dead men’s bones and all uncleanness. You also outwardly
appear righteous to men, but within you are full of hypocrisy
and iniquity” (Matthew 23:27-28). Humble honesty
eliminates the probability and even the possibility of
hypocrisy. The honest person can humbly say: “I am who
I am. I am what you see. I am what I say. I am what I do. I
am on the inside what I appear to be on the outside.”

Let’s admit that every normal person wants to amount to
something. None of us really wants to be a nobody. But
each of us needs to look at ourselves through honest eyes.
The Apostle Paul offers some much-needed advice. He
cautioned the Galatians: “For if anyone thinks he is
something, when he is nothing, he deceives himself”
(Galatians 6:3).

A HUMBLE PERSON is HELPFUL. Can you think of a trait
of character that was more prominent in the life of the
world’s most humble person – Jesus Christ – than
helpfulness? He devoted his life to the answering of cries
for “help!” He often helped so humbly, especially when
healing the sick and giving sight to the blind and raising the
dead, that he advised all witnesses not to relate their
experiences. His was a “no-tell” rather than a “go-tell”
admonition.

In describing the Last Judgment, Jesus stated emphatically
that the ultimate test of the faithful follower would be the
helping hand, the helping head, and the helping heart. His
advice was: “Feed the hungry, water the thirsty, welcome
the stranger, clothe the naked, and visit the sick and the
imprisoned” (Matthew 25).
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We usually bow before humility. Charles Lamb, the English
essayist, commented: “If William Shakespeare entered the
room, we would all stand. But if Jesus Christ should enter,
we would all kneel.” Christ’s own humility would humble us
to our knees!

A HUMBLE PERSON is HEART-HEADED. How would you
describe the humility of Jesus? Was it not a meshing of
both heart and head, with the messages from his heart
always taking precedence over the messages of the head?
Consider Christ’s heart-headedness while hanging from the
Cross on Calvary: “Father, forgive them, for they know not
what they do” (Luke 23:34). Those were heart-headed
words.

One of Jesus’ most memorable statements on heart-
headedness is Beatitude number 3: “Blessed are the meek
for they shall inherit the earth” (Matthew 5:5). The experts
in translation inform us that there is no term in the English
language that adequately describes the Greek word
“praus” which is most often translated as “meek.” Meek
has a sort of mousey connotation – and that’s not what the
Master had in mind!

Personally, I lean toward the New Testament translation
volume of J.B. Phillips: “How happy are the humble-
minded for the kingdom of heaven is theirs.” That’s more
like it! The heart-headed are humble-minded. Of additional
significance, the translators remind us that praus actually
means “a wild a animal that has been tamed.” 

Christ-named and Christ-claimed and Christ-tamed is
heart-headedness at its very best!

Additionally, Phillips view that the humble-minded have
already inherited the kingdom of heaven is intriguing. I
have no desire to inherit the earth. But I certainly do look
forward to the room being prepared for me.

PRAYER CHANGES THINGS
(portions excerpted from an article from Our Daily Bread)

God has chosen to move through our praying to
accomplish things that would not have happened through
any other means. As we seek God’s presence, He gives us
light for the path ahead and makes His purposes known.

Many people struggle with spending time in prayer because
they believe that God would have them do something. But
Scripture shows us in multiple places that praying is doing
something. Yet it is hard for us to grasp that because we’re
conditioned to equate being still (in this case, stillness
before God) with inactivity. So, when do you pray, and
when do you do something about what you’re praying for?

Prayer must precede action. We must learn how to walk at
God’s pace if we desire to truly hear God and discern His
best for our lives. Otherwise, we get ahead of God and
really make a mess of things. This is especially hard for
those of us who think we are the “masters of our own fate”
and those who want to try to “force God’s hand.”

But, walking at God’s pace does not exclude action. We
act on what God gives us and go no further. We pray and
we wait, and then we act. This is rarely easy, especially in
a crisis when we feel like we have to do something, but we
learn to be sensitive to the Spirit and move with God’s
promptings. We act on what God gives us and do no more.
Then we wait again. This rhythm of praying, waiting and
acting brings a new level of effectiveness to our lives,
because we are staying in step with the Holy Spirit.

Nehemiah provides a great example of the rhythm of
prayer and action in a challenging time. While exiled with
the Jewish people in Babylon, Nehemiah hears that the
wall of Jerusalem is in ruins. His immediate response is to
fast and pray. God then gives him direction through the
personal interest and response of the Persian King
Artaxerxes.

All the while, Nehemiah continues to pray. As the rebuilding
begins in Jerusalem, he encounters opposition from
Israel’s enemies. Nehemiah immediately gathers the exiles
who have returned with him. What does he want them to
do together? PRAY! God then directs them to divide the
people into those who will work on the wall and those who
will guard the workers.

There’s the rhythm again – Pray...Wait... Act
Prayer discovers what action to take. Action follows prayer.
Prayer and action should never exclude each other. But in
the busyness of the world around us, we often live that way
and end up living disconnected from our real source or
direction and peace.

Prayer not only should precede action, it is action of the
highest kind because it gives God the priority He deserves.
Prayer must permeate our actions by being a continual part
of them as we consciously live in God’s presence. We are
easily distracted, and we must fight to keep this
perspective continually. It is not just a matter of “making
time” for God; it is the realization that all of our time is in
His hands and that we are constantly before Him wherever
we are and whatever we do. This is what it means to live
day by day in a relationship with Him as Savior and Lord,
and this realization helps us pray increasingly “without
ceasing.”

Learning to give prayer higher priority takes time. It rarely
happens immediately because we’re steeped in self-
reliance and self-centeredness. We have to unlearn old
habits and patterns of thought. Evan Roberts, a minister in
the early 1900s, prayed with real anguish,”O Lord, bend
me!” Roberts was trained as a blacksmith, and his words
painted a picture of what happens when metal is forged on
an anvil. Taking more time for prayer can be like that. But
gently, over time, we find new peace and strength in His
presence. The problem with most of us is that we pray for
someone else to bend. But prayer is designed to change
US, NOT SOMEONE ELSE, and certainly NOT GOD!

God desires for us to be prayerful people of action: people 
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who pray first and then act in obedience and response to
His leading. Remember, too, that His urging to action will
never violate His word. It will never cause division or strife
or disconnection. The person who causes that is named
Satan. So, be careful and if you find yourself in that
situation, WAIT and PRAY. All of us are at varying degrees
of keeping this balance. Sometimes we tell ourselves, “I
am not much of a praying person.” But because Jesus was
a praying person, you and I are intended to become like
Him. Because God loves us, sooner or later He will bring
us to our knees. Hopefully, there we will wait and listen for
His voice, rather than tell Him what should happen.

Prayer and action are two sides of the same coin of a
maturing and Christ-like faith. Action without prayer, even
if it’s done for God, too often misses the mark.

Prayer is the work that changes the world. Prayer is the
vehicle God uses to bring us more grace. When we pray,
we willfully remove ourselves from the driver’s seat. But our
Father pulls us close and whispers His will to us. HE will
steer us in the direction we need to go and we will not need
to force our will on any circumstance.

LOOKING AHEAD
THANKSGIVING DINNER As we did last year, families and
friends of Cornerstone are invited to share Thanksgiving
Day dinner with others who may not have family near. We
will gather at Cornerstone for a traditional Thanksgiving
Day celebration. Set aside the date NOW – Thursday,
November 23 . Make your reservation NOW using the sliprd

in your weekly worship folder.

UPWARD BASKETBALL & CHEERLEADING comes
back to Cornerstone this fall/winter. Registrations and
evaluations will be held in November, with practices to
follow and a game schedule from January through March
2018.Upward Sports is dedicated to introduce children,
grades K-6, to Jesus Christ while teaching them the
fundamentals of basketball & cheer. For more information,
or to register your children/grandchildren, please see Peter
Jensen. Please sign up to help with evaluations that
will be held on November 13 & 14. We NEED COACHES
& ASSISTANTS, REFEREES & SCOREKEEPERS, and
many more! Will you help?

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PROGRAM On Sunday,
December 3, you are invited to come to Cornerstone’s
annual Christmas Program. This year we will again share
in the JOY of the Christmas season through this service of
word and song. You won’t want to miss this highlight of the
Advent/Christmas season.
MARK YOUR CALENDARS – Sunday December 3 at 4pm.

SO – please invite your friends, family and neighbors to join
you for this special Christmas program. Following the
program will be a time of refreshment and fellowship.
Come one, come ALL! Watch for FREE tickets to be
available for you to use in inviting your friends!

SWAG NIGHT - Ladies & Men -- are you looking forward
to SWAG night? The date is Monday, December 4. Come
to the church to create your own holiday swag. Bring your
greens, ribbons, decorations, etc., (there will also be some
supplies available to share) and enjoy this evening of
fellowship and creation. We had a GREAT time last year.
Plan on coming this year. It’s OK to bring a friend. Watch
for the  sign up sheet so we have an idea of how many to
set up for.

PUNK ROCK CHRISTMAS PARTY - Wednesday,
December 13, at 7pm. Come to the church for a GREAT
TIME of worshiping and caroling. EVERYONE SHOULD
COME!!!! 

A NIGHT UNDER THE STARS - Friday, December 15, at
6pm. Children in grades K through 5  are invited to spend
A Night Under the Stars (a lock-in at the church),
culminating the next morning at Breakfast with the Wise
Men. Registration is required.

BREAKFAST WITH THE WISE MEN - Saturday,
December 16, at 9am. Children up through 5  grade areth

invited to come to the church to enjoy breakfast with our
special guests, Balthazar, Gaspar and Melchior.

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES

Regular services on Sunday morning at 8:15 and

10:45am with Sunday school classes for all ages at

9:30am

A FAMILY CHRISTMAS SERVICE

Sunday, December 24, 2017 – 4 pm

Bring the whole family for the Children’s

Christmas Pageant designed for the whole

family to welcome in the Lord’s Birthday.

CANDLELIGHT COMMUNION

Sunday, December 24, 2017 - 11 pm

We will gather around the Lord’s Table for a

service of candles, carols and readings from

scripture as we welcome in the day of our

Lord’s birth.

This very special service is also an opportunity

for you to invite family and friends to join

you!  

THIS IS THE VERY BEST WAY TO BEGIN

YOUR CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION!
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OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
DON’T FORGET!!!! We need your help to make this year’s
OCC a success! Since 1993 millions of boxes have been
delivered to hurting children while also telling them about
God’s greatest gift – His Son, Jesus Christ. You and your
family can take part in this exciting project simply by
picking up an Operation Christmas Child brochure and
preparing your SHOE BOX GIFTS. 
 
Also, please pray for the child who will receive your shoe
box.  You still have time to get your boxes ready. The
brochure will tell you how to prepare your box and what
types of things should go in it. The deadline to return your
boxes is Sunday, November 12. Ask Duck Wilson your
questions. Please note that do to customs regulations we
can no longer send toothpaste or candy in our boxes.

God bless you for providing this ministry of God’s Love to
children around the world.

THE BIBLE IS CLEAR: WHEN
THERE IS A CONFLICT BETWEEN
W H A T  S O C I E T Y  ( H U M A N
AUTHORITY) TELLS US TO DO OR
WHAT IS ACCEPTABLE – AND
WHAT GOD TELLS US TO DO
THERE CAN BE NO QUESTION AS
TO WHOM WE MUST OBEY.

MAY GOD GIVE US THE COURAGE
TO LIVE FAITH-FILLED LIVES,
TOTALLY OBEDIENT TO HIS
WORD. IF WE DO, WE CAN
CHANGE THE WORLD FOR
CHRIST!

GOD BLESS OUR TROOPS!
During November, we salute our troops and veterans. Here
is some interesting information: (this article uses the male
pronoun in its description, but today we know that we have
just as many dedicated females who have responded to
the call to service.)

     The average age of our military man today is 19 years
of age. He is a short-haired, tight-muscled kid who, under
normal circumstances is considered by society as half-
man, half-boy. Not yet dry behind the ears, not old enough
to do many things, he is old enough to die for his country.
He never really cared much for work and he would rather
wax his own car than wash his father’s; but he has never
collected unemployment either.

     He’s a recent high school graduate; he was probably an
average student, pursued some form of sports activities;
drives a ten-year-old jalopy; and has a steady girl friend
that either broke up with him when he left, or swears to be
waiting when he returns from half a world away. He listens
to rock and roll or hip-hop or rap or jazz or swing and a

155mm howizzitor. He is 10 or 15 pounds lighter now than
when he was at home because he is working or fighting
from before dawn to well after dusk. He has trouble
spelling, thus letter writing is a pain for him, but he can field
strip a rifle in 30 seconds and reassemble it in less time in
the dark. He can recite to you the nomenclature of a
machine gun or grenade launcher and use either one
effectively if he must. He digs foxholes and latrines and can
apply first aid like a professional. He can march until he is
told to stop, or stop until he is told to march. 

     He obeys orders instantly and without hesitation, but he
is not without spirit or individual dignity. He is self-sufficient.
He has two sets of fatigues: he washes one and wears the
other. He keeps his canteens full and his feet dry. He
sometimes forgets to brush his teeth, but never to clean his
rifle. He can cook his own meals, mend his own clothes,
and fix his own hurts. If you’re thirsty, he’ll share his water
with you; if you are hungry, his food. He’ll even split his
ammunition with a buddy in the midst of battle if he runs
low. He has learned to use his hands like weapons and
weapons like they were his hands. He can save your life –
or take it, because that is his job. He will often do twice the
work of a civilian, draw half the pay and still find ironic
humor in it all. 

     He has seen more suffering and death than he should
have in his short lifetime. He has stood atop mountains of
dead bodies. He has wept in public and in private, for
friends who have fallen in combat and is unashamed. He
feels every note of the National Anthem vibrate through his
body while at rigid attention, while tempering the burning
desire to ‘square-away’ those around him who haven’t
bothered to stand, remove their hat, or even stop talking.
In an odd twist, day in and day out, far from home, he
defends their right to be disrespectful. Just as did his
father, grandfather, and great grandfather, he is paying the
price for our freedom. Beardless or not, he is not a boy. He
is the American Fighting Man that has kept this country
free for over 200 years. He has asked nothing in return,
except our friendship and understanding. Remember him,
always, for he has earned our respect and admiration, with
his blood.

     And now we have women over there in danger, or
preparing for it, doing their part in every way just the same
as the men, going to war when our nation calls us to do so.
As you pause after reading this, remember this picture – a
short lull, a little shade and a picture of loved ones in their
helmets.

“Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands. Protect them as
they protect us. Bless them and their families for the
selfless acts they perform for us in our time of need.
Amen.”

Please remember to continue to pray for all our servicemen
and women who serve in this country and especially in
those dangerous places around the world. Of all the gifts
you can give a US soldier, sailor, coast guardsmen, marine
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or airman, prayer is the very best one.

November 11 is Veterans Day – We salute all who
have served or are serving. THANK YOU!!!

THIS IS AMAZING
DO WE NEED REMINDING OF JUST HOW GREAT OUR
GOD IS?
Moses and the people of Israel were in the desert, but what
was he going to do with them? 

They had to be fed, and feeding 2 or 3 million people
requires a lot of food. 

According to the Quartermaster General in the Army, it is
reported that Moses would have had to have 1500 tons of
food each day. Do you know that to bring that much food
each day, two freight trains, each at least a mile long,
would be required! 

They were out in the desert, so they would have to have
firewood to use in cooking the food. This would take 4000
tons of wood and a few more freight trains, each a mile
long, just for one day. 

And just think, they were forty years in transit.

And Oh yes! They would have to have water. If they only
had enough to drink and wash a few dishes, it would take
11,000,000 gallons each day and a freight train with tank
cars, 1800 miles long, just to bring water! 

And the another thing! They had to get across the Red
Sea. If they went on a narrow path, double file, the line
would be 800 miles long and would require 35 days and
nights to get through. So there had to be a space in the
Red Sea, 3 miles wide so that they could walk 5000
abreast to get over in one night. 

But then, there is another problem... each time they
camped at the end of the day, a campground two-thirds the
size of the state of Rhode Island was required, or a total of
750 square miles long... think of it! This much space for
camping. 

Do you think Moses figured all this out before he left
Egypt? I think not! You see, Moses believed in God. God
took care of these things for him. Now, do you think God
has any problem taking care of all your needs? 

God wants to bless you, to guide you and protect you as
you go along your way... His love is always with you, His
promises are always true. When we give Him all our cares,
You know He will see us through.

OUR GOD IS AN AWESOME GOD!

So when the road you’re traveling on seems difficult at
best, just remember to pray and God will do the rest.

SACRIFICES & OFFERINGS
Find the words of sacrifice or offering found in the Bible

L M R E H E A V E Y R S O F T

E A E C A E P E S F E H T I T

M V N A V G E U F R U O U R L

S T A O L P O N O E G I P S A

S N L W S L N A S E G I F T S

A R E N A R K N T W E E R F A

P U P E S N E C N I K N A R F

S B J N I C U P F L O U R U L

E U B R N S B U L L O C K I A

R S D I E V O D E L T R U T M

T T H A N K S G I V I N G S B

bullock heave ram
burnt incense salt
drink jealousy sin
first fruits lamb thanksgiving
flour meal tithe
frankincense oil trespass
free will peace turtledove
gifts personal wave
goat pigeon

HAVE A BLESSED AND JOYOUS 


