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CELEBRATE 150 YEARS OF GOD’S FAITHFULNESS
On December 8, 1865, delegates were summoned
from nearby Baptist churches to meet with members
of the Coatesville community to determine if there
was sufficient interest to begin a Baptist church in
Coatesville. They decided to proceed. On September
3, 1867, the First Baptist Church of Coatesville was
founded. Cornerstone is that church. 150 years ago
this year God began the work of which we are now a
part.

On Sunday, November 5, 2017, we will pause to give
thanks to God for the first 150 years He has given to
First Baptist/Cornerstone Fellowship. The schedule
for the day looks like this:

8:15am - Worship
9:30am - Sunday School

10:45am - The Celebration of 150 Years Worship
Noon - Luncheon on the grounds (FREE)

2pm- Hymn Singing of Songs from our History
Past to Present

In addition, there will be displays of historical “stuff:”
pictures, documents, clothing, etc., throughout the
month of October. On Sunday morning, October 29,
during the Sunday school hour, adult and youth
classes will gather in the worship center to see the
play, Those Contentious Baptists. An historical
commemorative booklet is being prepared to
remember the day.

All current and past members and friends of the
congregation are invited to be with us for this special
celebration.  We look forward to seeing you for  this

exciting day of celebrating God’s goodness &
faithfulness.

GOD SHED HIS GRACE ON THEE
1776 was only the beginning. We have come a long way in
the past 241 years since then, not all of it commendable.
What happened after the Declaration of Independence and
the Revolutionary War ended? – The Constitution!

The Constitution of the United States was written. In the
summer of 1787 representatives met in Philadelphia for
that purpose. They struggled over it for weeks and had
made little progress until eighty-one-year-old Benjamin
Franklin rose and addressed a convention that was about
to adjourn in anger and confusion. Here is what Franklin,
once an avowed agnostic, said.

In the beginning of the contest with Britain, when we were
sensible of danger, we had daily prayers in this room for
Divine protection. Our prayers, Sir, were heard and they
were graciously answered. All of us who were engaged in
the struggle must have observed frequent instances of a
superintending Providence in our favor... Have we now
forgotten this powerful Friend? Or do we imagine we no
longer need His assistance?

God governs in the affairs of men. And if a sparrow cannot
fall to the ground without His notice, is it probable that an
empire can rise without His aid? We have been assured in
the Sacred Writings that except the Lord build the house,
they labor in vain that build it.

I therefore beg leave to move that, henceforth, prayers
imploring the assistance of heaven and its blessing on our
deliberation be held in this assembly every morning.

And thus, our Constitution was written with prayer. Even
earlier, in 1620, the very purpose of the Pilgrims coming
here was to establish a government based on the Bible.
The New England Charter, signed by King James I,
confirmed their goal of advancing the enlargement of
Christian faith, to the glory of God Almighty.

The goal of government based on Holy Scripture was 
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further reaffirmed by individual colonies. The Rhode Island
Charter of 1683 begins: “We submit our persons, lives, and
estates unto our Lord Jesus Christ, the King of kings and
Lord of lords and to all those perfect and most absolute
laws of His given us in His Holy Word.”

Those “absolute laws” became the very basis for our
Declaration of Independence. George Washington put it
well when he said that it would be impossible to govern this
nation without God and the Ten Commandments. It is from
those roots that the Constitution grew.

If we, with all of our “superior intellect” in this 21  centuryst

sever those roots, it shall be impossible to rule this great
land. – The stakes are high!

President John Adams said, “Our Constitution was made
only for a moral and religious people. It is wholly
inadequate for the government of any other.”

President John Quincy Adams said, “The highest glory of
the American Revolution was this: it connected in one
indissoluble bond, the principles of civil government with
the principles of Christianity.”

DeTocqueville, the great French philosopher visited
America in 1831 to find the secret of her greatness. He
examined our young national government, our schools and
centers of commerce, but could not discover our strength
in them. It was not until he visited the churches of America
and witnessed the pulpits of this land vigorously preaching
the whole word of God that he found the secret of our
greatness. When he returned to France, he summarized
his findings with this:

America is great because America is good
(godly);

and if America ever ceases to be good (godly),
America will cease to be great.

Today we must look at our community, our state and our
nation in that godly light. Will it cease to be godly? Will it
cease to be great?

But, we live in a time of cultural warfare. At the heart of this
war is the subject of God Himself. Is He real? Is He the
God of the Bible? Did He create mankind? Does He care
what we do? Do His commandments apply to us in
America today? Will we all one day stand before Him in
judgement? Does God judge nations as well as
individuals?

These are some of the questions behind the cultural war.
But they are not new! They are questions that had, with
minimal dissent, been settled at the founding of our
country. Even those founders who were not Christian knew
our nation could not survive without God.

They believed God had His hand on those who fought the
American Revolution and that God had granted us liberty.
But they also knew that the constitutional republic that
they eventually established could not succeed without an

educated and involved citizenry whose lives were anchored
by what George Washington called the “indispensable
supports” of “religion and morality.”

Even as late as 1956 our national leaders validated the
importance of Almighty God on our Nation when Congress
adopted our national motto: “In God We Trust.”

WHAT HAS HAPPENED TO US – TO AMERICA!

Today, it seems that we are at outright war against those
who would destroy the moral principles upon which our
nation was founded. And we see moral and family values
disintegrating before our eyes.

There is only ONE who can reunite this disintegrating
nation, but that can only happen when the hearts of this
people are united to HIS. That has always been the only
route – for individuals, communities and countries – to true
blessing and peace. Our nation’s crumbling moral
foundation CAN be restored as we stand in obedience to
God!

May God help each and every one of us to shed His Light
in this community. May God help us to shed His Light  in
this state. May God help us shed His Light in this great
land!

READ YOUR BIBLE
Fall back into your Bible reading by continuing to read His
Word through from beginning to end. May God bless you
more and more as you immerse yourself in His word.

The month of October
1.  Zechariah 5-7, Psalm 86
2.  Zechariah 8-10, Psalm 87
3.  Zechariah 11-14, Psalm 88
4.  Malachi 1-4, Psalm 89:1-18
5.  Matthew 1-4, Psalm 89:19-37
6.  Matthew 5-7, Psalm 89:38-52
7.  Matthew 8-10, Psalm 90
8.  Matthew 11-13, Psalm 91
9.  Matthew 14-16, Psalm 92
10. Matthew 17-19, Psalm 93
11. Matthew 20-22, Psalm 94
12. Matthew 23-24, Psalm 95
13. Matthew 25-26, Psalm 96
14. Matthew 27-28, Psalm 97
15. Mark 1-3, Psalm 98
16. Mark 4-6, Psalm 99
17. Mark 7-9, Psalm 100
18. Mark 10-12, Psalm 101
19. Mark 13-14, Psalm 102
20. Mark 15-16, Psalm 103
21. Luke 1-2, Psalm 104:1-23
22. Luke 3-5, Psalm 104:24-35
23. Luke 6-8, Psalm 105:1-36
24. Luke 9-11, Psalm 105:37-45
25. Luke 12-14, Psalm 106:1-15
26. Luke 15-18, Psalm 106:16-48
27. Luke 19-21, Psalm 107:1-22
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28. Luke 22-24, Psalm 107:23-43
29. John 1-3, Psalm 108
30. John 4-5, Psalm 109
31. John 6-7, Psalm 110

SMALL GROUPS AND JESUS
One of the greatest attributes of Jesus was his undying
commitment to team. One of the first objectives of his
earthly ministry was to set up his own “small group” - the
disciples.  When I think of the local church and the different
forms and functions it can take, a non-negotiable to Christ
is the primary importance for us to operate as a team and
in the structure of small groups.  If you would attend any
Christian body in the eastern world you would immediately
notice the value placed on smaller groups outside the
larger worshiping body on Sundays.  In fact, they don’t
even look at its importance as an addendum to the
discipleship process. When you become a believer you
become part of a smaller group, “a team” - period! Only in
the USA and the western world do we see the struggle in
getting people to prioritize the value of getting together with
other believers in a smaller group setting for accountability
and growth. Why is this the case?

Are you a part of a small spiritual growth group?  We
always have more growing in the Lord to do. Why not get
involved in the growth process and move toward spiritual
health? Here at Cornerstone, we offer a number of small
group opportunities. Small spiritual growth groups meet on
Sundays at 2:30pm, & 6pm, Wednesdays at 7pm,
Thursdays at 10am, Thursdays – 2 groups at 7pm for
adults and 1 group for YOUTH. Some of these groups
have openings. Please call the church office to find out
which group you can join. You can also grow in the Lord by
faithfully studying God’s word in an open Bible study group.
Bible study groups at Cornerstone meet on Tuesday nights
at 7pm for women; Tuesday nights at 7pm for men and
Wednesdays at 1pm for everyone. (The Tuesday night
Bible Study for Women resumes regular meetings on
Tuesday, October 3 - Every woman is invited!)

GET INTO THE WORD – YOU WILL BE BLESSED!

HOW CAN ANYONE DENY THAT GOD IS!
THE HIDDEN SECRETS OF OUR GOD

In a world where skeptics constantly try to disavow the
existence of God, our wonderful Father has placed his
fingerprint in remarkable places as a testament to His
existence, awesome power and majesty. Case in point –
LAMININ. It is amazing how inconceivably BIG our God is...
how He spoke the universe into being... how He breathes
stars out of His mouth that are huge raging balls of fire...
etc. etc.  And this same God knitted our human bodies
together with amazing details and wonder. And the God
who created the world and everything that is in it also has
the power to hold it together when things seem to be falling
apart.  Our loving Creator is also our Sustainer.

So, what about LAMININ! Well, Laminins are a family of
proteins that are an integral part of the structural

scaffolding of basement membranes in almost every
animal tissue. In other words – laminins are what hold us
together... LITERALLY! They are cell adhesion molecules.
They are what holds one cell of our bodies to the next cell. 
Without them, we would literally fall apart.  But do you
know what Laminin looks like? Well, here it is.

And this is NOT a Christian
portrayal of it. If you look up
laminin in any scientific or
medical piece of literature,
this is what you will see. 

Now tell me that our God is
not the coolest!!!! Amazing!!!!

The “glue” that holds us together... ALL of us ... is in the
shape of the cross. Colossians 1:15-17 says, He is the
image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.
For by him all things were created; things in heaven and on
earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or
rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for
him. He is before all things, and in him all things HOLD
TOGETHER.
 
Call me crazy, but I think that is very, very cool.

Thousands of years before the world knew anything about
laminin, Paul penned those words. And now we see that
from a very LITERAL standpoint, we are held together...
one cell to another... by the cross.

You could never in a quardrillion years convince me that is
anything other than the mark of a Creator who knew
EXACTLY what laminin “glue” would look like long before
Adam even breathed his first breath!!

“Faith is not knowing what the future holds, but knowing
who holds the future.”

Just wanted you all to know and to understand that YOU
are being held together by the cross of Jesus Christ. His
love, His forgiveness and His marvelous power. AMEN!

NO OTHER GODS
We live in an idolatrous age.  Does this statement shock or
surprise you? Do you think, “I don’t know anyone who
worships idols.” Think about the statement again. Worship
is part of man’s nature. Whether he likes it or not, he is
continually reaching out to something larger than he is.
Sometimes these efforts are good. But often they are
misguided. OUR GOD IS ONE, not many.  Hear, O Israel:
The LORD our God, the LORD is one (Deuteronomy 6:4). 
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If men do not worship him, they worship idols, because it is
obvious that many people spend much time, effort and
money on objects, but not on God.

One of the Ten Commandments (not the Ten Suggestions)
was an instruction from God that the Jewish people should
not worship anyone or anything but Him. God is superior to
all else. He alone is worthy of worship.

God promised the Jewish people that they would be
punished when they did turn from Him to idols, but they
ignored Him. The Bible says they worshiped idols under
every green tree, and did evil continually. For this reason,
God allowed the northern kingdom to be taken captive by
Assyria. Two hundred years later, He allowed Babylon to
carry away the Jews of the southern kingdom. When the
Jewish people were finally released and allowed to return
home to Palestine, they had learned their lesson; never
again did they turn to idols.

We need to remember today that our worship should be
directed only to God. Some people worship idols, such as
Buddha. These people need the gospel. Some people
worship money. Some worship themselves. Others worship
popularity. Still others worship fame, or leisure, or family.
Some idols are not as obvious as those made of  wood and
stone. However, these gods are more deadly because they
are not obvious.

God is the only one worthy of our worship and devotion. He
existed before all things; we could not create Him because
we cannot imagine all that He is.

J.B.Phillips wrote an interesting book entitled, Your God Is
Too Small, in which he shows various ideas of God which
limit Him. Some people think of God as just a policeman.
Others think of Him as a Santa Claus. Still others limit His
care to their own nation. In all of these cases, their God is
too small. This, too, is idolatry of a sort. The only one true
God is the loving Father who was revealed in Jesus Christ.

When someone says, “What is God like?” point them to the
pages of the Bible. There, we find: 

God is Omnipresent: He is always near; no place is farther
from Him than any other place; He is not limited to any
spacial dimensions.
God is Omnipotent: He can do anything that doesn’t
violate His nature; He’s all-powerful; nothing is impossible
for Him; His power is unlimited and unrestricted except by
His own choice.
God is Omniscient: He knows everything; nothing is
hidden; nothing goes unnoticed; no situation is beyond His
ability to grasp; all mysteries are clear to Him; no one can
tell Him something He doesn’t already know.
God is Sovereign: He is the ultimate ruler of the universe;
no one is greater in authority or power than He; no sin or
disobedience can thwart the purposes He desires to bring
to pass.
God is Eternal: He has always been; He will always be; He

had no beginning; He’ll have no end; He is the creator of
time; He is not subject to time, but rules over it.
God is Immutable: He doesn’t change; He isn’t getting
better; His beauty can’t be diminished; He doesn’t grow or
increase; He’s perfect the way He is and we can rest
assured He will continue that way.
God is Infinite: He is unlimited; whatever He is, He is to an
infinite degree; you can’t measure any part of Him or His
attributes; He is inexhaustible in every aspect of His being.

God could not show His face to us because we are sinful
humans; our earthly bodies could not contain the brilliance
of His goodness. Instead, Jesus is the mirror that shows us
the Father. He lived in an earthly form like ours, so men
could bear to look at Him, to touch Him. God is like Jesus,
and Jesus is like God. If we have seen Christ, we have
seen the Father. No one should worship an unknown God
because God has made Himself known to us.
God is Holy: He is pure; He’s without fault; He can’t be
compared to anyone or anything because He’s so different
from all we’ve known or experienced.
God is Wise: He uses His knowledge skillfully; He makes
sense; He is no fool; His counsel can be trusted.
God is Good: He has no evil and can do no evil; He works
for the benefit of His creatures; He can be trusted with our
well-being.
God is Just: He is fair; He doesn’t tolerate
unrighteousness; he will make sure every wrong will be
made right; He is impartial.
God is Loving: Sacrifice is in God’s very nature; He cares;
He gives; He serves; He works to bring about what we
need; He’s compassionate; He’s sensitive; He chooses to
let us matter to Him.
We can find many other words that describe Him as well.
The more we get to know the Bible -- the more we get to
know the Lord -- the more we discover the manifold
descriptions of His nature. And we worship Him for the
many and varied facets of His being.

Idolatry today will not be punished by exile from our homes,
as the Jews were punished. God will reward such evil-
doers by punishment in hell. This is not a pleasant thought,
but why would an idolater be interested in living in heaven
when he has never prepared for going there? God will be
in heaven in all His wonderful goodness. He will be
worshiped continually by His saints. Idolatry will be
unknown.

Let us worship God in spirit and in truth, appreciating the
fact that we know Him because Jesus has shown Him to
us. Let us avoid any attraction with things that might turn us
away from Him. Let us show the true God to others in
Christlike lives.

Some thoughts to ponder:

Man’s way leads to a hopeless end –

God’s way leads to an endless hope!
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He who kneels before God can stand before

anyone.

We don’t change God’s message –

His message changes us!!

God doesn’t call the qualified,

He qualifies the called!

WHAT IF IT’S TRUE– THAT THE BIBLE
HAS THE ANSWERS TO MY QUESTIONS?

Can I Know What Will Happen After I Die?
This question can produce anxiety, especially when we
approach the end of our own lives or the life of a loved one.
It is for this kind of anxiety that the apostle John wrote:

These things I have written to you who
believe in the name of the Son of God,
that you may know that you have eternal
life (1 John 5:13)

John said that he knew Jesus before His death on the
cross – and after He rose from the dead. If John is telling
the truth, he heard Jesus say that all those who place their
trust in Him will one day live with Him forever (1 John 1:1-
3).

This is the discovery that John embraced – that Jesus
came into the world to save those who had wandered away
from their Creator, and that all who believe in Him can find:

> the certainty of forgiveness of sins
> the certainty of a life with purpose now
> the certainty of life forever with God.

With all the uncertainty in this life, how amazing it would be
if the Bible has the answers we need – AND IT DOES!!!

A COVENANT COMMUNITY
Cornerstone’s ELDERS have designated the Sundays in
October for Covenant Renewal. Each year, all of the
members & friends of our congregation are invited to
renew their vows with God and each other by signing the
covenant. As the “Lord’s free people” (these words are
taken from the covenant of the Gainsborough congregation
- they were written in 1606), we voluntarily sign the
covenant to acknowledge that we are bound to each other
and to God by the obligations explained in the document.
 
By signing the covenant, we indicate that we understand
the obligations that come with being part of the family of
God that meets at Cornerstone. Further, we acknowledge
our need for each other if we are to walk in the ways in
which He leads. We renew our commitment to God and
each other by signing the covenant annually. This annual
covenant renewal recalls those obligations to our minds
and reaffirms their importance in our lives.  On Sundays,
October 1, 8, 15, 22, & 29, 2017, we invite you to enter, or
reenter, into covenant with all the people of this
congregation by signing, or re-signing, the church
covenant.

What a wonderful example of what it means to be followers
of Christ and members of His family.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
FUNNY HOW EVERYONE WANTS TO GO TO HEAVEN
PROVIDED THEY DO NOT HAVE TO BELIEVE, THINK,
SAY, OR DO ANYTHING THE BIBLE SAYS.

Funny how someone can say “I believe in God” but
still follow Satan (who, by the way, also “believes”
in God).

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

YOU WANT TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE
IN YOUR WORLD?
LIVE A HOLY LIFE:

–Be faithful to your spouse
–Be the one at work or school who refuses to cheat
–Be the neighbor who acts neighborly
–Be the employee who does the work and doesn’t

complain
–Pay your bills
–Do your part and enjoy life
–Don’t speak one message and live another.

People are watching the way we act more than they are
listening to what we say!!!!
Be an example... in word, in conduct, in love, in spirit, in
faith, in purity 1 Timothy 4:12.

CHRISTIAN CHARACTERISTICS

N A M S T E A D F A S T Z J U S T H W

S I K Y T R I G H T E O U S P Q H U D

S S E L E M A L B T H C A N L F G M E

U M E O K G U I L E L E S S U E I B L

O X M H O F Y A B N C D R E F A R L I

L D F D I L U F H T I A F E H R P E F

A G L C W T H G N I V O L R C I U I E

E Y R O J K R L M V N O P U T N Q R D

Z E L S B P R U D E N T T P A G I U N

M V W O B E D I E N T X A Y W Z B S U

attentive just sincere
blameless loving steadfast
bold lowly true
faithful meek undefiled
fearing merciful upright
godly obedient watchful
guileless prudent zealous
holy pure
humble righteous
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COME TO SUNDAY SCHOOL/ABF
SUNDAY SCHOOL teaches the Bible, the message of God
Almighty.
SUNDAY SCHOOL prepares one better to face the
problems of life.
SUNDAY SCHOOL teaches obedience and respect for
parents and those in authority.
SUNDAY SCHOOL will give the student the opportunity to
develop a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.
SUNDAY SCHOOL helps build strong character.
SUNDAY SCHOOL presents opportunities to share the
Christian experience.
SUNDAY SCHOOL shows the student how he/she can be
of service in this sinful world.
SUNDAY SCHOOL brings together those with whom you
can form true friendships.
SUNDAY SCHOOL gives the opportunity to bring others
under the message of the Gospel.
SUNDAY SCHOOL teaches truths of real beauty, comfort
and praise.
SUNDAY SCHOOL gives the opportunity to discuss
spiritual problems in small groups with those who will listen
and pray.

SUNDAY SCHOOL can do all the above, if we are willing
to allow its experience to refine us (not someone else)
according to God’s Word!

GOD SAYS: Seek ye the Lord while He may be found
(Isaiah 55:6)
GOD SAYS: Search the Scripture; for... they are they
which testify of Me (John 5:39).
GOD SAYS: Train up a child in the way he should go...
(Proverbs 22:6).
GOD SAYS: Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all
wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms
and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your
hearts to the Lord (Colossians 3:16).

COME TO SUNDAY SCHOOL – 9:30AM EVERY SUNDAY

THERE IS A CLASS OR ABF FOR EVERYONE!

CHURCH IS THE PLACE
WHERE GOD MEETS WITH HIS FAMILY

For where two or three come together in my name, there
am I with them (Matthew 18:20).

WHERE WE WORSHIP AND PRAISE GOD
Enter His gates with thanksgiving, and  His courts with
praise; give thanks to Him, and praise His name (Psalm
100:4)

WHERE THE WAY OF SALVATION IS TAUGHT
For we do not preach ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord...
(2 Corinthians 4:5),

WHERE WE FIND COMFORT AND STRENGTH IN
TIME OF NEED

And my God will meet all your needs according to His
glorious riches in Christ Jesus (Philippians 4:19)

WHERE WE LEARN HOW TO LIVE
I gain understanding from Your precepts... (Psalm

119:104).
WHERE WE MEET THOSE WHO CARE ABOUT US

If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is
honored, every part rejoices with it (1 Corinthians 12:26).

WHERE GOD’S WORD IS OPENED
All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching,
rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness... (2
Timothy 3:16).
WHERE WE GET HELP IN GUIDING OUR CHILDREN

Train a child in the way he should go: and when he is old,
he will not turn from it (Proverbs 22:6).

WHERE WE CAN GIVE FOR THE SUPPORT OF
GOD’S WORK THROUGHOUT THE WORLD

Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all
your crops... (Proverbs 3:9).

WHERE WE SUPPORT THE PASTORS AND
CHURCH LEADERS

Now we ask you, brothers, to respect those who work hard
among you, who are over you in the Lord and who
admonish you; Hold them in the highest regard in love
because of their work. Live in peace with each other (1
Thessalonians 5:12-13).

WHERE THERE IS TIME FOR MEDITATION AND
PRAYER AND SONG

May the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my
heart, be pleasing in Your sight, O Lord, my Rock, and my
Redeemer (Psalm 19:14).

WHERE GOD GIVES HIS BLESSING
Blessed are those who dwell in Your house... (Psalm 84:4).

OCTOBER IS PASTOR APPRECIATION MONTH
What is the best way to express your appreciation of our
pastors?
Listen & obey - A teachable, eager and obedient
congregant humbly seeking the Lord gives the pastor the
greatest joy. Remember your leaders, who spoke the word
of God to you. Consider the outcome of their way of life
and imitate their faith(Hebrews 13:7).
Pray –Thank God for those through whom God speaks.
Ask God to protect, strengthen and bless all aspects of
their Gospel ministries. And pray sincerely that God will
make your heart and mind obedient to the teaching of His
word. (Hebrews 13:18)
Offer expressions of gratitude - Words of
encouragement for those who carry the responsibility of
equipping the body of Christ are always appreciated for
they will be held accountable by God for those entrusted to
them. May their work be a joy and not a burden. (Hebrews
13:17)

FALL FESTIVAL FOR CHILDREN
Children, up through 5  grade, are invited to come to theth

church on Sunday, October 29, from 5-7pm for a fun-filled
evening planned JUST FOR YOU! 
Come, and bring your friends!!!!!


