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Deuteronomy 18:1-8 
 
Verses 1-2 
The Levitical priests—indeed, the whole tribe of Levi—are to have no allotment 
or inheritance with Israel. They shall live on the food offerings presented to the 
LORD, for that is their inheritance. 2 They shall have no inheritance among their 
fellow Israelites; the LORD is their inheritance, as he promised them. 

• The tribe of Levi, the tribe from which Moses and Aaron came (see 
Numbers 3:1), were chosen by God from among the children of Israel to 
serve God as priests (see Numbers 3:5). Because of their special status 
among their brethren and their special obligations as priests, their tribe was 
given no allotment in the promised land. They were to be devoted to the 
Lord and not to any other obligation. They were to be entirely dependent 
upon God for their provision. Above all, they were to trust God to provide 
for them. 

• God’s plan for their provision was found in the offerings which the people 
of Israel brought to him. A portion of each offering was to be given to the 
priests. 

 
Verses 3-5 
This is the share due the priests from the people who sacrifice a bull or a sheep: 
the shoulder, the internal organs and the meat from the head. 4 You are to give 
them the firstfruits of your grain, new wine and olive oil, and the first wool from 
the shearing of your sheep, 5 for the LORD your God has chosen them and their 
descendants out of all your tribes to stand and minister in the LORD’s name 
always. 

• These verses outline exactly what offerings the priests were entitled to take 
for their provision. 
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Verses 6-8 
If a Levite moves from one of your towns anywhere in Israel where he is living, 
and comes in all earnestness to the place the LORD will choose, 7 he may minister 
in the name of the LORD his God like all his fellow Levites who serve there in the 
presence of the LORD. 8 He is to share equally in their benefits, even though he 
has received money from the sale of family possessions. 

• If a priest relocates to a new community with the intention of performing 
his priestly duties there, he is to be welcomed into that community by 
those who live there and by his fellow priests who serve there.   

• He is to be given his share of the offering which is due to the priests. 
 
 

 

(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled Paying the Pastor.  They have been 
prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at Cornerstone Fellowship, Coatesville 
Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Dr. Jensen and Cornerstone Fellowship.) 

 
 


