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Deuteronomy 18:9-14 
 
Verses 9-11 
When you enter the land the LORD your God is giving you, do not learn to imitate 
the detestable ways of the nations there. 10 Let no one be found among you who 
sacrifices their son or daughter in the fire, who practices divination or sorcery, 
interprets omens, engages in witchcraft, 11 or casts spells, or who is a medium or 
spiritist or who consults the dead. 

• Again, Moses warns Israel that they are not to assimilate into the culture of 
the nations who occupied the promised land before them. They are not to 
adopt the practices of those cultures, but are to be different. 

• Specifically, the Israelites are not to sacrifice their sons or daughters to 
false gods. Baal worship required the offering of infants. The worship of 
Molech required adult human sacrifice. The Canaanites worshiped both of 
these gods. Israel was not to do so. 

• There was to be no divination among them. Divination is the general term 
for all the practices which follow. Divination includes: sorcery (the use of 
spells), interpretation of omens (readings and fortune telling), witchcraft 
(the practice of hidden arts), casting spells (cursing people), a medium or a 
spiritist or a person who consults the dead (persons who do the things 
listed above). The Israelites are forbidden by God to have any association 
with the occult. 

 
Verses 12-14 
 Anyone who does these things is detestable to the LORD; because of these same 
detestable practices the LORD your God will drive out those nations before you. 
13 You must be blameless before the LORD your God. 14 The nations you will 
dispossess listen to those who practice sorcery or divination. But as for you, the 
LORD your God has not permitted you to do so. 

• YHWH finds these things detestable. 
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• The nations which occupied the promised land lost God’s favor and the land 
because they practiced these things.  

• God’s people are not to become involved with any form of divination. 
 
 
 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled Divination.  They have been prepared 
by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at Cornerstone Fellowship, Coatesville Pennsylvania. All 
rights are reserved by Dr. Jensen and Cornerstone Fellowship.) 

 


