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Deuteronomy 18:20-22 
 
Verses 20-22 
But a prophet who presumes to speak in my name anything I have not 
commanded, or a prophet who speaks in the name of other gods, is to be put to 
death.” 
21 You may say to yourselves, “How can we know when a message has not been 
spoken by the LORD?” 22 If what a prophet proclaims in the name of the LORD does 
not take place or come true, that is a message the LORD has not spoken. That 
prophet has spoken presumptuously, so do not be afraid of him. 

• A prophet who speaks, “anything I have not commanded,” is a prophet who 
speaks in contradiction to the voice of God. In Moses’ day this was 
somewhat more ambiguous than it is today because they did not have the 
Bible then. Now that we have the Bible, every utterance a prophet makes 
must be in agreement with God’s revealed word, the Bible. If a prophet’s 
words contradict the Bible, that prophet is not from God. 

• A prophet who speaks in contradiction to God’s commands is an extreme 
danger to the people of God and must be dealt with harshly. He must be 
executed. 

• Because the Bible was not yet available to the people of God in Moses’ day, 
another test is given to determine if a prophet actually comes from God or 
not, for that time. If the prophet said things would happen, and they did 
not happen, the people would know that he was a false or “presumptuous” 
prophet. Since the penalty for pretending to be a prophet when you are not 
is death, this means that what the prophet says must come true in his 
lifetime.  

• Since we now have the Bible, the revealed word of God, the first test 
stands. Every word the prophet speaks must agree with the Bible. 
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