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FOLLOW ME...
Do you have trouble believing in Jesus Christ? Many
people do, you know, including many people who worship
Sunday after Sunday. If you are one of those who does,
you shouldn’t feel alone or ashamed. Faith is not
something we just snap our fingers and, presto, it is ours.
Faith is a gift, but a gift that we have to discover.

Many times people ask how they can believe more deeply,
more certainly, more truly. This inquiry is a tough one. We
want so much to be able to give faith to those who are
searching, but it is not ours to give. But one answer to their
search for faith, as well as our own, is in the search itself.

Jesus said “Follow me... and I will make you fishers of
men.” This invitation is an invitation to faith. To those who
are searching for faith, even to those reading this article, it
can be an invitation to discover the gift of faith, perhaps for
the first time. For those who sense a belief, to those for
whom Christ is as real and true as their next door neighbor,
it is an invitation to a deeper faith. It is this invitation
because what Christ extends is an invitation to obedience.

Few people have explored this invitation with more insight
than the German pastor and theologian Dietrich
Bonhoeffer. Hung on the gallows by the Nazis, Bonhoeffer
truly knew what he was talking about when he wrote in his
book The Cost of Discipleship, that faith leads to
obedience, but also that obedience leads to faith. In
Bonhoeffer’s mind, faith and obedience were
complementary or inextricably connected. You can, in fact,
run them both ways. Just as the person with faith will soon
find him or herself seeking to obey Christ, so the person
who obeys will, if truly obedient, find himself believing.

There are many parallels in our human experience. Years
ago I had a very tough Algebra teacher when I was in the
9  grade. She was the classic, stern, old-fashioned, highlyth

dedicated teacher who also happened to be principal of the
junior high school. She was one who insisted, in the
classroom, on her students doing algebra just the way she
taught it. Even if you did not understand, she was
convinced that if you followed through the problem the way
she presented it, you would understand. And, she was

right! She, in fact, was one of the few people who could
teach me to do any math at all. She could teach me
because she insisted that before I understood it all I should
just do it. The understanding and insight came later.

Good marriages often work that way, too. Years ago the
promise to love and “obey” was taken out of most marriage
services. It was considered a sexist promise because, for
some strange reason, it was asked only of the woman.
Frankly, it ought to have been asked of both the man and
the woman. It ought to have been and perhaps should be
put that way in today’s services because often it is only as
we do seek to be obedient to each other in a marital
relationship in a mutually caring and surrendering way, and
I underscore the “mutually,” do we discover the depth of
love.  Someone has said, “Good marriages are forged.
They come by heat and hammer.” Yes, it is often only as
we seek to be faithfully obedient to each other in marriage,
despite the disagreements, doubts, and struggles that we
discover the depth of our love.

Why should it be any different in our relationship with Jesus
Christ? If we are interested in having a living relationship
with Christ, if we want to deepen our relationship, then one
way is by entering into the struggle with Him. Seek to be
obedient as Christ calls us to be obedient, and we may
discover a depth of our knowledge and love for Him that we
never realized was possible. I believe it was the poet, E.E.
Cummings, who once said that writing a poem was 10%
inspiration and 90% perspiration. Perhaps that is a good
formula, if there is any formula at all, for faith, too. While
faith is a gift of God, it is a gift that we seize. It is waiting
there for all who want it. Sometimes it comes mysteriously.
Sometimes it comes through life’s circumstances.
Sometimes it is through hearing God’s Word. But it is also
there for those who hear this word of Christ today saying,
“Follow me,” and who do exactly what Christ says.

If you are among those searching for faith or if you would
like to deepen your faith relationship, then let’s do what
Christ says. Seek to follow Him, not only on Sunday
mornings but on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday,
Friday and Saturday as well. For, you see, this invitation is
truly a gracious invitation, not just to obedience but through
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obedience to faith.

LIKE THE CHURCH’S STREAM...
For those of you who watch the church services on
Cornerstone’s youtube channel, please help us out by
clicking on the thumbs up symbol and the subscribe button
every time you watch so that you will automatically know
when we post something new. And, while you’re at it, click
on the share button and send the link to your friends.

SERVICE OF BELIEVER’S BAPTISM
Sunday, March 25, at both morning services, we will
observe the Ordinance of Believer’s Baptism. If you would
like to follow the Lord in this act of obedience, please
speak to the Pastor as soon as possible, and/or fill out a
blue baptism request card found on the table at the back of
the worship center where you find the worship folders &
exegetical notes.

EASTER EGG HUNT
The Children’s Team announces that the Annual Easter
Egg Hunt for children up through 5  grade will be held onth

Saturday, March 24 at 10am SHARP!
Plan now to bring your children and grandchildren for this
exciting event.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
The Children’s Team announces that this year’s Vacation
Bible School for children K through 5  grade is scheduledth

for Sunday-Thursday, June 24-28.

Please be praying for the success of this outreach and 
asking God how He would have you help. Many hands are
needed. Thank you, in advance, for responding to this
ministry opportunity.

THE CORD & THE RAYMOND LEE BAND
Mark the date and plan to be there! On Saturday, February
24, The CORD (Peter, Paul & Dontell) will be the opening
band at the benefit concert that the Raymond Lee Band
performs each year. This year’s concert will be held at True
Life Church in Newark De. Doors open at 6:30pm. The
concert is FREE, but a freewill offering will be received to
benefit Kay’s Kamp and Ashley’s Orphans.

Please let us know that you will be attending by signing the
sign-up sheet on the table in front of the sound desk in the
worship center. We’ll have a GREAT evening of PRAISING
GOD!

READ YOUR BIBLE
Are you on track for  reading the Bible through completely this
year? May God bless you as you immerse yourself in His word.
The month of February
1.   Leviticus 4-6, Psalm 31 15. Numbers 16-18, Psalm 44
2.   Leviticus 7-9, Psalm 32 16. Numbers 19-21, Psalm 45
3.   Leviticus 10-12, Psalm 33 17. Numbers 22-24, Psalm 46
4.   Leviticus 13-15, Psalm 34 18. Numbers 25-27, Psalm 47
5.   Leviticus 16-18, Psalm 35 19. Numbers 28-30, Psalm 48
6.   Leviticus 19-21, Psalm 36 20. Numbers 31-33, Psalm 49
7.   Leviticus 22-24, Ps. 37:1-22 21. Numbers 34-36, Psalm 50
8.   Leviticus 25-27, Ps. 37: 23-40 22. Deut. 1-3, Psalm 51

9.   Numbers 1-3, Psalm 38 23. Deut. 4-6, Psalm 52
10.  Numbers 4-6, Psalm 39 24. Deut. 7-8, Psalm 53
11.  Numbers 7-8, Psalm 40 25. Deut. 9-11, Psalm 54
12.  Numbers 9-10, Psalm 41 26. Deut. 12-15, Psalm 55
13.  Numbers 11-13, Psalm 42 27. Deut. 16-18, Psalm 56
14.  Numbers 14-15, Psalm 43 28. Deut. 19-21, Psalm 57

SOME QUESTIONS DON’T GO AWAY
(by Tim Wildmon in the  afaJournal - November 2017)

One of the most frequently asked questions in the history
of the world is this: Why does God allow human suffering?

For people who do not believe in God, there is no reason
to ask that question. Now for some who say they do not
believe in God, they like to use this question to poke at
people who do believe in God. These people aren’t really
interested in having a serious conversation about God.
They just enjoy mocking Christians.

The Bible clearly teaches that God created the earth and
the heavens, and He is sovereign over the universe. Jesus
did miracles to demonstrate that he had authority even
over nature.

The Bible also clearly teaches that God loves people. So
why then does God sometimes allow horrific things to
happen to people He loves? Volumes have been written
about this topic over the ages. Let’s see if we can try to
explain.

Fist of all, in the case of natural disasters, God created the
earth and set the laws of nature (such as weather patterns)
in motion, and He does not stop those laws from having
their impact, good or bad, on humanity. If you get a storm
in late summer that sits out over the warm waters of the
Gulf of Mexico for a few days, you are likely to have a
hurricane develop. That is nature taking its course.

If God does “stop” nature from taking its course, it would be
considered a miracle. And miracles of that magnitude,
while they have happened as recorded in the Bible and
been experienced by individuals down through history, are
still rare by definition. To use a weak sports analogy, the
Alabama Crimson Tide football team may lose to a team
with inferior players, but it’s so rare an occurrence that I
can’t remember the last time it happened. But rest assured
that the team that did beat Alabama with much less talent
will forever remember that game as “a miracle.”

The Bible doesn’t say that Jesus calmed the waters on the
Sea of Galilee every day. The Bible doesn’t say that Jesus
healed everyone all the time. All those people Jesus healed
eventually died. And death is a part of nature as well.
Nothing on earth lasts forever.

If God prevented sickness, disease, war, famine,
hurricanes, and other matters that cause people to suffer
– then we would be in heaven. And the Bible does describe
a real place called heaven (a place without suffering) that
all who trust in Jesus Christ will go to when they die. But we
have to make a free-will choice to surrender our lives to 
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Him here on earth in order to reap that eternal reward. Not
everyone goes to heaven according to the Bible.

With respect to human suffering, so much of it is caused by
our own decisions or the decisions of others that have a
direct impact on us. Again, God allows these decisions to
have cause-and-effect consequences most all the time.
Otherwise, we would all be robots. My cousins’s wife was
killed by a person who decided to get behind the wheel of
a car drunk. So the whole family suffered because of the
actions of someone they didn’t even know.

In Christian theology we live in what is called a “fallen
world;” or a world in spiritual darkness, if you will. We are
all infected with a sin nature that causes bad things to
happen in our lives and in the world around us. We see this
every day. Jesus Christ came to redeem the world from
this darkness. Jesus said it this way in John 16:33 - “In this
world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have
overcome the world.”

NINE MARKS OF A DISCIPLE
A Disciple
1. Puts CHRIST before Self Luke 14:26
2. Puts CHRIST before Others Matthew 10:37
3. Puts CHRIST before All Things Luke 14:33

Puts CHRIST FIRST!

4. Loves God through OBEDIENCE to His Word
John 14:21

5. Seeks UNITY in the Church John 17:21
6. Loves the WORD OF GOD Matthew 4:4
7. Loves PRAYER Matthew 6:6
8. Has a WORLD VIEW Matthew 28:19-20
9. Is Empowered by the HOLY SPIRIT Acts 1:8

To MAKE DISCIPLES
We must first BE DISCIPLES!!

LENT
On Wednesday, February 14 we enter the season of the
Church year called LENT!
LENT is a period of forty days, not counting Sundays, that
precedes Easter. It is an opportunity to enter into a
deepening experience of fellowship with God through
meditation, prayer, devotional reading and helpful ministry
to others. If rightly used, it will become a source of joyful,
peaceful and fruitful living.  

The chief aim of LENT is to keep the soul in spiritual health
by implanting in every heart periodically such a conviction
of our essential weakness and sin that we are enabled to
walk humbly once again with God.  Jesus and John the
Baptist alike came preaching “Repent ye for the Kingdom
of Heaven is at hand.” All real and committed faith
experiences must begin, continue and end in a spirit of
penitence, a recognition as we take an honest look AT
OUR OWN LIVES (not someone else’s) of our continuous
need of God and our continuous need to repent of our evil-

doing.  It is only when we are weak, in admitting our
dependence on Him, that we may grow spiritually.

Even Jesus, following his baptism, felt the need to withdraw
to the wilderness where, free from the distractions of the
world, he might seek to become submissive and obedient
to the will of His Father.

This is an attitude that we modern Christians should
emulate - to seek to become submissive and obedient to
the will of our Heavenly Father.

READINGS FOR LENT
In addition to our regular schedule of Bible readings, may we
suggest that during Lent, you spend some extra time in reading
and prayer. Here is a list to guide you.

February 14 Isaiah 61:1-7
February 15 Matthew 7:7-12
February 16 Luke 15:11-32
February 17 John 14:1-15

February 19 John 17:6-11
February 20 Deuteronomy 6:4-12
February 21 Matthew 7:15-29
February 22 Romans 10:8-17
February 23 2 Corinthians 3:1-6
February 24 Mark 16:14-20

February 26 Romans 13:1-10
February 27 Luke 20:9-26
February 28 Isaiah 42:1-7
March 1 Romans 8:12-15
March 2 Titus 2:1-14
March 3 Matthew 25:31-40

March 5 Isaiah 56:1-12
March 6 Deuteronomy 6:1-9
March 7 1 Thessalonians 4:1-12
March 8 Psalm 1
March 9 Ephesians 6:10-20
March 10 Romans 6:3-11

March 12 Psalm 145
March 13 Psalm 128
March 14 Matthew 22:1-14
March 15 1 Timothy 6:6-10
March 16 2 Thessalonians 3:1-13
March 17 John 6:25-40

March 19 Luke 23:32-43
March 20 Psalm 124
March 21 Isaiah 41:1-10
March 22 Luke 5:17-32
March 23 Matthew 18:12-20
March 24 Matthew 18:21-35

March 26 James 1:2-18
March 27 Psalm 25:1-10
March 28 Matthew 26:9-27:14
March 29 Matthew 26:26-46
March 30 1 Corinthians 15:51-57
March 31 2 Timothy 3:14-17; 4:6-8
EASTER Romans 8:31-39
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UPWARD
Please continue praying for the children and adults who are
participating in the UPWARD basketball and cheerleading
program this year. Our goal is that each child will
experience the love of God as they are having fun learning
their skills.
Game Days are Saturdays, with closing celebrations
scheduled for Saturday, March 17. You can still volunteer
to help on game days. Please see Peter Jensen. And thank
you to everyone helping this year!

REMEMBER! It’s not about basketball – IT’S ABOUT
JESUS!

BLOOD DRIVE
Start ironing up NOW!

CORNERSTONE FELLOWSHIP

WILL HOLD A BLOOD DRIVE

ON Thursday, March 22, 2018

TIME: 2-7 pm

PLACE: 101 KYLIES ROAD

GIVE THE GIFT OF LIFE!!! When Barb Finley asks you to
make an appointment, please do so, or sign the schedule
sheet. Ask a friend to come with you. If you are not able to
give, please ask a friend, relative, or family member to give
a unit. You can also schedule an appointment by going to
Cornerstone Fellowship Schedule on the American Red
Cross website.

WHAT IS YOUR LIFE SAYING?
The Bible says not to worry about what we will eat or drink
or how we will clothe ourselves (Matthew 6:31). But this
verse is not just about worry. It’s about focus. You see,
when we’re focused on what we believe we don’t have, we
wrongly believe we have nothing to give. Our focus is on
ourselves.

Matthew 6:33 goes on to say, “But seek first the Kingdom
of God and all these things will be yours as well.” God
wants to bless us. God also wants to use us to bless
others. When we focus on ourselves, we don’t feel joy in
giving, nor do we even feel inclined to give. When our
focus is on God, we trust that God will meet our every
need, which frees us up to give our time, abilities and
money in service to others.

If you’re finding yourself being stingy with what God has
given you, ask yourself where your focus has been. When
you’re caught up in the things that matter most to God,
such as loving others, showing mercy, praying for your
enemies, and being a blessing to others, you don’t even
have to ask the question. Your life will say it all.

ELDERS & DIACONATE
The work of the kingdom of God can be a burden or a
blessing. As we pray for those God has raised up to lead
us, it becomes GREAT JOY to both them and to the church
body. Please add the following persons that God has called
to lead us to your daily prayers. You will be blessed and our
church will be blessed.
ELDERS - Raymond Stubbs - President Elder

J. Hank Hamilton
Charles Jensen
Darryl Robinson
Marlin Smoker
Glen Warren

DIACONATE - Donald McCoy - President Deacon
Lillian Amos
Paul Jensen
Frank & Rhonda Juhas
Lew & Judy Larson
Donald & Ann McCoy
Terri Sellers
Olen & Patricia Simmons
Scott & Missy Walton
Jim & Sharon Welch
Harry & Sue Wilkinson
Sharon Wolf
Charles Zipperlen, III

TEN WAYS TO MAKE YOUR LIFE HAPPIER
1. You shall not worry, for worry is the most unproductive

of all human activities.
2. You shall not be fearful, for most of the things you fear

will never come to pass.
3. You shall not carry grudges, for they are the heaviest of

all life’s burdens.
4. You shall face each problem as it comes. You can only

handle one at a time anyway.
5. You shall not take problems to bed with you, for they

make very poor bedfellows.
6. You shall not borrow other people’s problems. They can

better care for them than you.
7. You shall not try to relive yesterday for good or ill, it is

forever gone. Concentrate on what is happening in
your life and be happy now!

8. You shall be a good listener, for only when you listen do
you hear ideas different from your own.

9. You shall not become “bogged down” by frustration, for
90% of it is rooted in self-pity and will only interfere
with positive action.

10. You shall count your blessings, never overlooking the
small ones, for a lot of small blessings add up to a
big one.

God is Good... All the Time
All the Time... God is Good!


