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Deuteronomy 22:1-12 
 
Verses 1-4 
If you see your fellow Israelite’s ox or sheep straying, do not ignore it but be sure 
to take it back to its owner. 2 If they do not live near you or if you do not know 
who owns it, take it home with you and keep it until they come looking for it. 
Then give it back. 3 Do the same if you find their donkey or cloak or anything else 
they have lost. Do not ignore it. 
4 If you see your fellow Israelite’s donkey or ox fallen on the road, do not ignore 
it. Help the owner get it to its feet. 

• While the rule relates specifically to your neighbor’s donkey or cloak, it is to 
be applied more generally. If you find something which belongs to someone 
else, it is not yours to keep. You are to hold it in safe keeping until the 
rightful owner claims it. 

• If you see someone who is having trouble, you should help him. 
 
Verse 5 
 A woman must not wear men’s clothing, nor a man wear women’s clothing, for 
the LORD your God detests anyone who does this. 

• This verse condemns transvestitism. Women and men should be dressed 
appropriately. 

 
Verses 6-7 
 If you come across a bird’s nest beside the road, either in a tree or on the 
ground, and the mother is sitting on the young or on the eggs, do not take the 
mother with the young. 7 You may take the young, but be sure to let the mother 
go, so that it may go well with you and you may have a long life. 

• You may not kill the whole family of birds for food. You may take the young 
birds or even the eggs upon which the mother bird sits. But you must not 
take the mother, too. 
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Verse 8 
 When you build a new house, make a parapet around your roof so that you may 
not bring the guilt of bloodshed on your house if someone falls from the roof. 

• You should take precautions so that people are not harmed by your neglect 
of simple safety. So if you build a roof deck, put a railing around it so that 
people do not fall off. 

 
Verses 9-11 
9 Do not plant two kinds of seed in your vineyard; if you do, not only the crops 
you plant but also the fruit of the vineyard will be defiled 
10 Do not plow with an ox and a donkey yoked together. 
11 Do not wear clothes of wool and linen woven together. 

• These three rules apply to inappropriate mixing of like things. 
• Seeds are seeds. But planting varieties of seed in the same plot of ground 

affects the general outcome of the harvest. So, each seed should be 
planted in its own place so that it can flourish. 

• Oxen are different from donkeys. If you hitch animals of unequal strength 
to the same plow, it makes plowing far more difficult. 

• Some scholars say that there was a superstitious belief in ancient times that 
mixing linen and wool fibers in garments increased magical powers in those 
who wore them. Thus, priests of heathen religions often mixed these two 
fibers to create material for their vestments. Israel’s priests were to wear 
garments made of fine linen to declare their trust in and their obedience to 
God. 

 
Verse 12 
Make tassels on the four corners of the cloak you wear. 

• (See Numbers 15:37-40) God commanded the men of Israel to put tassels 
on the corners of their garments. Each tassel was to be connected to the 
garment by a blue cord. The purpose of the tassels was to catch the eye of 
the one who wore them reminding him that he was to be obedient to God 
by keeping the Law. They were to keep the men of Israel “from going after 
the lusts of their hearts and eyes.” The tassels were to be a visual reminder 
to the wearer of the garment that he was devoted first to God. 
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