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Sunday, April 1 - EASTER SUNDAY

Sunrise Service - 6am

Worship services at 8:15 and 10:45am

Bible classes at 9:30am

Invite your family & friends to join you at Cornerstone

EASTER Sunday - THE DAY OF ETERNAL TRIUMPH
READ - Luke 23:50-24:11, 36-53
“He is risen!”

“He is risen, indeed!”

How many voices have echoed that glad cry and response down
through the Christian era? This triumphal statement and its reply
became the password in the early church. One Christian would
greet another on Easter morning with the proclamation, “He is
risen!” to which the countersign was, “He is risen, indeed!” This
separated the Christian from the pagan.

EASTER
If Christ has not been raised from death, then we have
nothing to preach, and you have nothing to believe... But the
truth is that Christ has been raised from death, as the
guarantee that those who sleep in death will also be raised 

(1 Corinthians 15:14,20)
EASTER is the most important day of the church year, because
it certifies our right to HOPE. Hope is confidence in the future. It
is impossible to be truly hopeful if our brief lives are
circumscribed by the utter finality of death. For if that is our
situation, all the future can hold for any of us, is hopelessness.

EASTER does not deny the reality of death. But it offers us the
assurance that God is able to create new life beyond death. The
assurance lies in the fact that God has already done this  – the
resurrection of Jesus Christ!

The resurrection is an abundantly documented historical fact –
not two or three or even a dozen, but several hundred witnesses
claim to have seen and talked to Jesus after his death. These
witnesses were not hallucination-prone mystics. They were
farmers, fishermen, and housewives. They knew as well as you
and I that dead people stay dead, and they were fully as
surprised as we would be to encounter an exception to this
universal rule of human experience.

The depth and sincerity of their conviction is attested by their
readiness to lay down their lives for it. Many of them cheerfully

accepted martyrdom rather than deny the reality of the event
they had witnessed.

It comes down to this: a person who believes that the
RESURRECTION could have happened will find ample historical
evidence to justify his believing that it DID happen. But there can
never be enough evidence to convince a person who has
decided in advance that it could not possibly be true. It is a
choice each of us must make.

The meaning of the Resurrection is found in the nature of the
event. It was not, the witnesses make clear, merely the
resuscitation of a human corpse. Nor was it a demonstration of
the “immortality” which Greek philosophy sought to attribute to a
particular aspect of humanity (the soul) while acknowledging the
death of the body.

The JESUS who was known to be alive after death was a new
kind of Being, endowed with a new kind of life. The personality of
the human Jesus was recognizably present in the resurrected
Christ, but in a new mode of reality which clearly baffled the
witnesses, and which they were never able to describe with any
precision.

The key point, which the New Testament makes over and over
again, is that Jesus was the pioneer and prototype of an
experience which God wishes ALL MEN TO SHARE. He was, in
the apostle Paul’s words, “The firstfruits” of God’s new creation,
and His victory over death is our assurance that “we, too, shall
live.”

For the WORLD, EASTER means that the perfect plan

of salvation has been provided... “I declare unto you the

gospel... how that Christ died for our sins according to

the scriptures; and that He was buried and that He

rose again the third day according to the scriptures >>

>> But God commendeth His love toward us, in that,

while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us” (1

Corinthians 15:1-4; Romans 5:8).
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To GOD, EASTER means that He is satisfied with the

work of His Son... “Christ was raised up from the dead

by the glory of the Father >> >> Who was delivered for

our offenses, and was raised again for our justification”

(Romans 6:4;4:25).

To YOU, EASTER is a challenge to believe and be

saved... “Wherefore He is able to save them to the

uttermost that come unto God by Him, seeing He ever

liveth to make intercession for them >> >> But as many as

received Him, to them gave He power to become the

children of God, even to them that believe on His name”

(Hebrews 7:25; John 1:12).

To the BELIEVER, EASTER is a pledge of immortality...

“But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the

firstfruits of them that slept... For as in Adam all die,

even so in Christ shall all be made alive... And as we have

borne the image of the earthly, we shall also bear the

image of the heavenly” (1 Corinthians 15:20,22,49).

READ YOUR BIBLE
As EASTER approaches, let’s continue the habit of reading the
Bible through completely each year. May God bless you as you
immerse yourself in His word.
The month of April
1.   1 Sam 24-27, Psalm 85 16. 1 Kings 12-14, Psalm 98
2.   1 Sam 28-31, Psalm 86 17. 1 Kings 15-17, Psalm 99
3.   2 Sam 1-3, Psalm 87 18. 1 Kings 18-20, Psalm 100
4.   2 Sam 4-6, Psalm 88 19. 1 Kings 21-22, Psalm 101
5.   2 Sam 7-10, Psalm 89:1-18 20. 2 Kings 1-3, Psalm 102
6.   2 Sam 11-12, Psalm 89:19-37 21. 2 Kings 4-5, Psalm 103
7.   2 Sam 13-15, Psalm 89:38-52 22. 2 Kings 6-8, Psalm 104
8.   2 Sam 16-18, Psalm 90 23. 2 Kings 9-11, Ps105:1-36
9.   2 Sam 19-21, Psalm 91 24. 2 Kings 12-14,Ps105:37-45
10.  2 Sam 22-24, Psalm 92 25. 2 Kings 15-17, Ps 106:1-15
11.  1 Kings 1-2, Psalm 93 26. 2 Kings 18-20,Ps106:16-48
12.  1 Kings 3-5, Psalm 94 27. 2 Kings 21-23, Ps 107:1-22
13.  1 Kings 6-7, Psalm 95 28. 2 Kings 24-25,Ps107:23-43
14.  1 Kings 8-9, Psalm 96 29. 1 Chron 1-3, Psalm 108
15.  1 Kings 10-11, Psalm 97 30. 1 Chron 4-6, Psalm 109

CONGRATULATIONS
to those who professed their faith in Jesus Christ and were
baptized on PALM Sunday, March 25:

Bryson Beard
Sharon Conover

Austen Gustafson
LandonGustafson

Mikaila Harnish
Amanda Heffernan
Sondra Heffernan

Karaline Joy Klisiewicz
AnnaLise Muner

Cole Ross
Joshua Ross
Megan Ross

Brittany Warren
May God’s blessing rest upon each one of you. If you would like
to profess faith in Jesus Christ and be baptized, please speak to

Dr. Jensen and fill out one of the blue Baptism Request forms
found on the table at the back of the Worship Center.

THOUGHTS TO PONDER by Carol Wimmer

When I say... “I am a Christian”

I’m not shouting “I am saved”

I’m whispering “I get lost!”

“That is why I chose this way.

When I say... “I am a Christian”

I don’t speak of this with pride.

I’m confessing that I stumble

and need someone to be my guide.

When I say... “I am a Christian”

I’m not trying to be strong.

I’m professing that I’m weak

and pray for strength to carry on.

When I say... “I am a Christian”

I’m not bragging of success.

I’m admitting I have failed

and cannot ever pay the debt.

When I say... “I am a Christian”

I’m not claiming to be perfect,

my flaws are too visible

but God believes I’m worth it.

When I say... “I am a Christian”

I still feel the sting of pain

I have my share of heartaches

which is why I seek His name.

When I say... “I am a Christian”

I do not wish to judge.

I have no authority.

I only know I’m loved.

SOME THINGS TO THINK ABOUT
“Justice – When you get what you deserve
Mercy – When you don’t get what you deserve

Grace – When you get what you don’t deserve 
Aren’t we all glad that God offers us mercy and grace through
our Lord Jesus Christ.”

AN EAGLE STORY
“Did you know that an eagle knows when a storm is approaching
long before it breaks? The eagle will fly to some high spot and
wait for the winds to come. When the storm hits, it sets its wings
so that the wind will pick it up and lift it above the storm. While
the storm rages below, the eagle is soaring above it.  The eagle
does not escape the storm. It simply uses the storm to lift it
higher. It rises on the winds that bring the storm.

When the storms of life come upon us – and all of us will
experience them, we can rise above them by setting our minds
and our belief toward God. The storms do not have to overcome 
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us. We can allow God’s power to lift us above them. God
enables us to ride the winds of the storm that bring sickness,
tragedy, failure and disappointment in our lives. We can soar
above the storm.

Remember, it is not the burdens of life that weigh us down, it is
how we handle them. The Bible says, “Those who hope in the
Lord will renew their strength. They will SOAR ON WINGS LIKE
EAGLES” Isaiah 40:31.

Watch the power of God work in your life doing the thing that you
know He loves – taking care of His children.”

WE CAN ALL LEARN FROM CHILDREN!
(Here’s a neat story that demonstrates a child’s heart)

“Last week I took my children to a restaurant. My six-year-
old son asked if he could say grace. As we bowed our
heads, he said, ‘God is good. God is great. Thank you for
the food, and I would even thank you more if Mom gets us
ice cream for dessert. And liberty and justice for all! Amen!’
Along with the laughter from the other customers nearby I
heard a woman remark, ‘that’s what’s wrong with this
country. Kids today don’t even know how to pray. Asking
God for ice cream! Why, I never!’ Hearing this, my son
burst into tears and asked me, ‘Did I do it wrong? Is God
mad at me?’ As I held him and assured him that he had
done a terrific job and God was certainly not mad at him,
an elderly gentleman approached the table. He winked at
my son and said, ‘I happen to know that God thought that
was a great prayer.’ ‘Really?’ my son asked. ‘Cross my
heart,’ the man replied. Then in a theatrical whisper he
added (indicating the woman whose remark had started
this whole thing), ‘too bad she never asks God for ice
cream. A little ice cream is good for the soul sometimes.’
Naturally I bought my kids ice cream at the end of the
meal. My son stared at his for a moment and then did
something I will remember the rest of my life. He picked up
his sundae and without a word, walked over and placed it
in front of the woman. With a big smile he told her, ‘Here,
this is for you. Ice cream is good for the soul sometimes;
and my soul is good already.’”

OR HOW ABOUT THIS ONE!
“One rainy afternoon I was driving along one of the main
streets of town taking those extra precautions necessary
when the roads are wet and slick.

Suddenly my son spoke up from his relaxed position in the
front seat. ‘Mom, I’m thinking of something.’

This announcement usually meant he had been pondering
some fact for a while and was now ready to expound all
that his seven-year-old mind had discovered.

I was eager to hear. ‘What are you thinking?’ I asked.  ‘The
rain,’ he began, ‘is like sin and the windshield wipers are
like God, wiping our sins away.’

After the chill bumps raced up my arms I was able to
respond. ‘That’s really good, son.’

Then my curiosity broke in. How far would this little boy
take this revelation? So I asked... ‘Do you notice how the
rain keeps on coming? What does that tell you?’

My son didn’t hesitate a moment with his answer: ‘We keep
on sinning and God just keeps on forgiving us.’

Who can drive in the rain again without thinking of this
one???”

DID JESUS REALLY RISE FROM THE DEAD?
Through the ages there have been many religious leaders
making great claims for the religions which they founded. Some
of the things which they have taught have been good. This fact
has led many people to believe that all religions are of God. So
it is often said that Christianity is just another religion in the
families of faith and that if a person is sincere in any belief he will
get to heaven as surely as does the true believer in Christ.

ACCORDING TO THE BIBLE, THIS VIEW IS NOT TRUE.
Christianity by its very genius declares that it is right and that all
other religions are false. The bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ
from the grave is the outstanding proof of the true character of
Christianity and its claims. 

Did Christ really rise from the dead? This is one of the most
important questions in the world! If He did, then Christianity is the
only true faith. It is God’s responsibility to prove this to the world.

When the priesthood of Aaron was questioned (Numbers 17),
God challenged the false priests, with Aaron, to put a dead,
wooden rod in the place of worship overnight. In the morning
Aaron’s rod had miraculously budded, blossomed and bore fruit.
By the giving of life out of death God silenced the pretenders and
confirmed Aaron’s divine appointment.

In like manner, God challenges all the founders of religious
movements in the world to lay down their bodies in death and to
prove their divine appointment by bodily resurrection.  All have
died and been buried. Christ alone came bodily out of the grave!
Then during a period of forty days and nights He appeared to His
disciples and at one time to 500 believers. The testimony of
these many witnesses confirmed His resurrection.

This glorious fact transformed a group of discouraged and
despondent disciples who had gone dejectedly back to their
earthly tasks. They became a band of flaming evangelists who
turned their world upside down by their preaching that Jesus
Christ rose again from the grave. The existence of the Christian
church proves that He did rise from the dead. There would never
have been a Christian movement had He remained buried.

Further, it has been demonstrated for 2000 years that when a
person will believe in the heart and confess with the mouth that
He died and rose again, these simple facts become the power of
God unto salvation in his life.  The Apostle Paul wrote the
following to the church at Corinth, I declare unto you the gospel
which I preached unto you... how that Christ died for our sins
according to the scriptures; And that he was buried, and that he
rose again the third day according to the scriptures (1
Corinthians 15:1-4).

Multitudes have been completely transformed in a miraculous
manner by the power of this Gospel, indicating conclusively that
the body of our Lord does not lie in the tomb. He lives, and is
today transforming lives. This proof is demonstrated constantly 
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in the crucible of human experience. Every day in many places
this fresh evidence can be observed.

Because He lives He has a claim on your life. He calls you to
come with your sins and in simple faith to receive Him as your
Savior.

The resurrected Christ said, Behold, I stand at the door, and
knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will
come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me
(Revelation 3:20).

GOD’S PROMISE - DELIVERANCE FROM SIN
Throughout the Old Testament, God promised a Messiah
who would deliver His people. But while first century Jews
expected deliverance from an oppressive political power,
God provided deliverance from the oppressive power of
sin.

When the plan of salvation was unfolding before their eyes,
the people weren’t just disappointed in the method God
chose; they became disappointed in God.

Before Jesus came to earth, there were many promises
made about God. Religious leaders promised a political
leader. They promised an easier life. They promised an
end to external oppression.

But God did not hold himself to man-made promises or
expectations. But he perfectly held to promises he made
about himself. He proved himself faithful to his Word, not
what others said about it. In the fullness of time! “While we
were yet sinners, Christ died for us.”  He suffered and died,
but, PRAISE GOD, he rose again so that we can LIVE and
NOT DIE!

JESUS SAID

FIND THE EASTER WORDS

V S H C

E S E R

I O R U

L R O C

M C D I

A N L F

R O A I

S E Y A K Y I S X R E T E P

B T D C S M T T H I E V E S

M T O I R A C S I S A D U J

A R B N E G E U G N E N I L

L A I N E D R P E L P M E T

A R P T

L U E H

E S R S

N E C E

E R R M

R O O A

Y B W N

C E N E

F E O S

O M I A

N P S L

O T N V

M Y E A

I T C T

S O S I

N M A O

I B R N

S D A Y

Ascension Herod Rock
Body Judas Iscariot Salvation
Cross Lamb Simon of Cyrene
Crown Last Supper Sins
Crucifix Linen Stone
Denial Mary Magdalene Temple
Empty Tomb Peter Thieves
Gethsemane Resurrection Veil

Robe

HAVE A BLESSED AND JOYOUS EASTER!


