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Deuteronomy 22:13-30 
 
Verses 13-21 
If a man takes a wife and, after sleeping with her, dislikes her 14 and slanders her 
and gives her a bad name, saying, “I married this woman, but when I 
approached her, I did not find proof of her virginity,” 15 then the young woman’s 
father and mother shall bring to the town elders at the gate proof that she was 
a virgin. 16 Her father will say to the elders, “I gave my daughter in marriage to 
this man, but he dislikes her. 17 Now he has slandered her and said, ‘I did not find 
your daughter to be a virgin.’ But here is the proof of my daughter’s virginity.” 
Then her parents shall display the cloth before the elders of the town, 18 and the 
elders shall take the man and punish him. 19 They shall fine him a hundred 
shekels[a] of silver and give them to the young woman’s father, because this man 
has given an Israelite virgin a bad name. She shall continue to be his wife; he 
must not divorce her as long as he lives. 
20 If, however, the charge is true and no proof of the young woman’s virginity 
can be found, 21 she shall be brought to the door of her father’s house and there 
the men of her town shall stone her to death. She has done an outrageous thing 
in Israel by being promiscuous while still in her father’s house. You must purge 
the evil from among you. 

• These verses assume that a properly arranged marriage occurred. But, after 
the marriage, for whatever reason, the husband became displeased with 
his wife. Since the marriage contract would have been built on the 
assumption that the woman had not had any sexual activity before 
marriage, the easiest way to be free of her would be for the husband to 
claim that the contract was invalid because she was not a virgin when she 
came into the marriage. 

• On the wedding night, when the couple was put to bed, a special sheet or 
cloth would have been laid on the bed. The purpose of the cloth was to see 
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if the woman bled when she and her husband first had intercourse. The 
blood on the sheet was the proof of her virginity. 

• When the husband brought the accusation that the woman was not a virgin 
at the time of the marriage, the bride’s father was to take this sheet to the 
elders and show it to them to prove that she was a virgin at the time of the 
marriage. 

• If there was blood on the sheet, the elders were to fine the husband for 
making a false accusation against his wife. The fine was heavy. He was 
required to keep her as his wife and forbidden from ever divorcing her. If 
there was no blood on the sheet, the woman was to be stoned to death at 
the front door of her father’s house. 

• These actions were to be taken to “purge evil from among the people of 
Israel.” The evil here is the false accusation or promiscuity before marriage. 

 
Verse 22 
If a man is found sleeping with another man’s wife, both the man who slept 
with her and the woman must die. You must purge the evil from Israel. 

• If a married man has an affair, both the man and the woman he slept with 
must be executed. This is a consensual act between the man and the 
woman. 

• Sex, outside marriage is an evil which must be purged from among the 
people of Israel. 

 
Verses 23-27 
 If a man happens to meet in a town a virgin pledged to be married and he 
sleeps with her, 24 you shall take both of them to the gate of that town and stone 
them to death—the young woman because she was in a town and did not 
scream for help, and the man because he violated another man’s wife. You must 
purge the evil from among you. 
25 But if out in the country a man happens to meet a young woman pledged to 
be married and rapes her, only the man who has done this shall die. 26 Do 
nothing to the woman; she has committed no sin deserving death. This case is 
like that of someone who attacks and murders a neighbor, 27 for the man found 
the young woman out in the country, and though the betrothed woman 
screamed, there was no one to rescue her. 

• The difference between these verses and verse 22 is that the sexual 
relationship described in these verses is not consensual. In this case, the 
man acts as an aggressor and takes advantage of the woman involved. 
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• When this happens in town, in a setting were there are others nearby, if 
the woman does not cry out for help, she is considered as guilty as the 
man. If he was taking advantage of her and she did not cry out for help, her 
action implies consent. Under these circumstances both must be executed. 

• When the violation happens in an isolated setting, the woman is not held 
accountable for what happened, no consent is implied. 

 
Verses 28-29 
If a man happens to meet a virgin who is not pledged to be married and rapes 
her and they are discovered, 29 he shall pay her father fifty shekels of silver. He 
must marry the young woman, for he has violated her. He can never divorce her 
as long as he lives. 

• If a man takes sexual advantage of a girl who is not yet pledged in marriage, 
he is to pay her father a fine and marry the woman. He may never divorce 
her. 

 
Verse 30 
A man is not to marry his father’s wife; he must not dishonor his father’s bed. 

• This woman is not the man’s mother. She is his father’s wife. A woman who 
was married to his father and became a widow when his father died or a 
woman whom his father divorced. She is not the woman who gave him 
birth. The man may not marry this woman because to do so would dishonor 
his father. 

 
 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled Marriage Laws.  They have been 
prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at Cornerstone Fellowship, Coatesville 
Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Dr. Jensen and Cornerstone Fellowship.) 

 


