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John 3:16-21 

Verses 16-21 
16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his 
Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 
18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe 
stands condemned already because they have not believed in the name of God’s 
one and only Son. 19 This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but people 
loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil. 20 Everyone who 
does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that their 
deeds will be exposed. 21 But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so 
that it may be seen plainly that what they have done has been done in the sight 
of God.  

• Jesus explained the Gospel. God loved the world so much that he sent 
Jesus, his special son, the one sent from heaven who will return to heaven, 
that whosoever believes may have eternal life as a gift from the Father. 
Jesus explained that God’s desire is not to condemn but to save the world. 
He who accepts Jesus, believes in him, will not be condemned, but those 
who deny Jesus will be condemned because they have rejected the plan of 
the Father.  

 
 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermons entitled Not to Condemn But to Save. They 
have been prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at Cornerstone Fellowship, 
Coatesville Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Cornerstone Fellowship & The Reverend Doctor Charles H. 
Jensen. They are used here by permission.) 
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