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Matthew 27:62-66 
 
Verses 62-64 
The next day, the one after Preparation Day, the chief priest and the 
Pharisees went to Pilate. “Sir,” they said, “we remember that while he 
was still alive that deceiver said, ‘After three days I will rise again.’ So give 
the order for the tomb to be made secure until the third day. Otherwise, 
his disciples may come and steal the body and tell the people that he has 
been raised from the dead. This last deception will be worse than the 
first.” 

• The Jewish leaders must have seemed very tedious to Pilate, the 
Roman governor. After having pressed the issue of Jesus’ execution, 
they are now worried about the stealing of his body. They are 
concerned that someone will steal the body and then tell the people 
that Jesus arose from the dead. Pilate must have wondered who 
would believe such a tale. The Jewish leaders wanted a guard posted 
at the tomb to prevent this from happening. 

• It is interesting to note that they address Pilate as “Kyrie,” Lord, but 
Jesus they call an “imposter, a fraud, or a deceiver.” 

 
Verses 65-66 
“Take a guard,” Pilate answered. “Go, make the tomb as secure as you 
know how.” So they went and made the tomb secure by putting a seal on 
the stone and posting the guard. 

• In order to make sure that there is no deception worked on the 
people, the Jewish leaders do two specific things. First they put a seal 
on the tomb. They would have taken a piece of rope and attached it 
over the crack between the stone and the outside wall of the tomb 
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with wax. If the stone was moved in any way, this seal would have 
broken and indicated that the tomb had been entered. Second, they 
posted a detachment of Roman soldiers at the entrance of the tomb 
to be certain that no one entered it. In essence, they made sure that 
no one could steal the body of Jesus from the tomb and so work a 
deception. Note that it is not Joseph who takes these precautions, 
nor the disciples of Jesus, but Jesus’ enemies. Jesus’ enemies make 
sure that no one can steal his body and so deceive the world about 
his resurrection. 

• The tomb is hewn out of solid rock. There was only one entrance and 
it was blocked by a huge rock and sealed and guarded. Inside are the 
remains of Jesus, dead and wrapped in only a linen burial cloth. This 
is the scene as the old order passes and the new day dawns.  

 
 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled The Guarded Garden Tomb.  
They have been prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at Cornerstone 
Fellowship, Coatesville Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Dr. Jensen and Cornerstone Fellowship.) 
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