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THE NAIL
(based on 1 John 4:8-18)

The names Gajowniczek and Kolbe probably don’t mean much
to you, but consider this amazing story. These two men were
incarcerated at Auschwitz, a German concentration camp of
World War II. Kolbe was a Franciscan priest. In the harshness of
this slaughter house he maintained the gentleness of Christ. He
shared his food. He gave up his bunk. He prayed for the Nazis.

In July of 1941, a prisoner escaped from the camp. The German
custom was to kill ten prisoners for each one who escaped. All
the prisoners were gathered in the courtyard and the
commandant randomly selected ten names from the roll book.
The ten were immediately taken to a cell where they were given
no food or water until they died. The tenth name called on that
July day was “Gajowniczek.” He began to sob, “My wife and
children.”

At that moment, one of the remaining prisoners left his row and
pushed toward the front. This was unheard of – one could easily
be shot just for moving. It was Kolbe. There was no fear, no
hesitation in his step. One of the guards shouted, “Stop or be
shot!” Kolbe replied calmly, “I want to speak with the
commander.” For some reason the guard did not kill him. Kolbe
stood before the commandant and removed his hat. “Herr
Commandant, I wish to make a request please. I want to die in
the place of this prisoner,” he said as he pointed to the weeping
Gajowniczek. “I have no wife. I am old and good for nothing. He
is in better condition.” (Kolbe was fully aware of the Nazi
mentality.) Everyone stood still, stunned. After a moment of
silence, the commander yelled, “Request granted.” Gajowniczek
said later, “Prisoners were never allowed to speak. I could only
thank Kolbe with my eyes.”

Kolbe died on August 14, 1941, and then only after a camp
doctor injected his heart with phenol. Gajowniczek survived the
Holocaust. He returns to Auschwitz every year on August 14 to
say thank you to a man who died in his place.

Kolbe showed authentic love. In a truly Christlike way, Kolbe died
in Gajowniczek’s place. We must understand that authentic love
in its purest form comes from God. In fact the Scripture tells us,
“God is love” (1 John 4:8). So what does God’s love look like,
and how do I know it’s directed toward me?

GOD IS LOVE, and he communicates that love not only with
words, but in actions. Romans 5:8 says, “God showed his great
love for us by sending Christ to die for us while we were still
sinners.” That means his love is not based on how good I am or

how pretty I am or what I have accomplished in life or what I
might someday accomplish for him. Rather, his love is based on
his own decision to love. In love, he sent his Son to die in my
place and in yours! Loved by him, we’re free to love others.

Some people find it hard to love because they have been burned
in a relationship; they’ve lost trust in the other person, and love
has faded; or they don’t want to open themselves up to being
hurt. God’s love is like no other. His love for us in Christ answers
all the reasons why we are reluctant to love others.

When you know God’s love, you can love others. “Dear
friends, since God loved us that much, we surely ought to love
each other” (1 John 4:11). This means no matter how big the
hurts in my life, I know God loves me. No matter who disappoints
me, no matter who dumps on me, no matter who despises me
despite my love for them, God loves me, and he always will.

GOD LOVES YOU! Nothing you can do can make him love you
more, and nothing you can do will make him love you less. He
loves you, but not because of what you do. He loves you! He
loves you, so now you’re free to love others and to share his love
with them. You can love them because you are secure in his
love.

When you know God’s love, you can forgive those who take
advantage of your trust. “We know how much God loves us,
and we have put our trust in him” (1 John 4:16). Only God is
completely trustworthy. His love never fades. In fact, even when
we lose trust in him, he is still faithful to love us. “If we are
unfaithful, he remains faithful, for he cannot deny himself” (2
Timothy 2:13). Scripture never commands us to trust others; it
does tell us to love them. A person with an alcoholic husband or
wife understands the courage tough love takes. Sometimes – in
love – we cannot trust people. We forgive them, but we refuse to
trust them – for their own good! In Christ, we can always find the
courage to love them, to act in their best long-term interests.
Sometimes, love says no. Sometimes, love grounds a son or
daughter. Sometimes, love even calls the police.

When you know you are loved, you can live without fear.
“Such love has no fear because perfect love expels all fear” (1
John 4:18). Fear cripples many. Fear can keep us from ever
becoming what God intended us to be. Because of fear, we quit.
We refuse to stand up for our beliefs. We run away. We never
try. When we focus on ourselves, our confidence dribbles away.
But when we focus on the infinite love of God in Christ, the fear
of failure melts away. We lose our fear of rejection in the
sunshine of God’s authentic love. God’s perfect love expels all 
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fear.

You and I have more in common with Gajowniczek than perhaps
we thought at first. Someone loved us enough to die in our place.
When you think of the nails that were driven into the hands and
feet of our Lord, remember God’s deep love for you. Remember
the cross. Embrace the cross. Bask in the warmth of heaven’s
authentic acceptance. Then use the courage it gives to love
others.

GOD’S 911
by Victor Parachin

(Reprinted from A Christian Reader--a publication of Christianity Today)

Following a series of personal and professional
setbacks, James, an Ohio small business owner, was visited by
a friend. After listening carefully and compassionately, the friend
suggested, “Try using God’s 911 number. You may find it a great
source of comfort and hope.”

Intrigued, James asked, “What do you mean ‘God’s 911
number’?”

“It’s Psalm 91:1. Read it and the verses that follow,” the
friend advised.

When the friend left, James immediately opened his
Bible and read these words: “He who dwells in the shelter of the
Most High will rest in the shadow of the Almighty. I will say of the
Lord, ‘He is my refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom I trust’”
(Psalm 91:1-2).

James read through all sixteen verses of the Psalm
several times – a powerful reminder that although he was living
through a major crisis, he could continue to trust God for daily
strength and guidance. Later he thanked his friend.

“After reading and re-reading Psalm 91, I feel less
stress and more comfort,” James said.

While other Psalms may be better known, Psalm 91 has
occupied a special place in the hearts of those who have faced
defeat, despair or danger. Athanasius, 4  century bishop ofth

Alexandria, Egypt, offered this advice to Marcellinus, a younger,
less experienced bishop: “If you desire to establish yourself and
others in devotion, to know what confidence is to be reposed in
God, and what makes the mind fearless, you will praise God by
reciting the ninety-first Psalm.” It is the Psalm of comfort and
consolation, hope and help for those facing a major trial or who
may be in peril.

New strength for the weak
One person who experienced God’s comfort and peace

through Psalm 91 was the famous 19 -century British preacher,th

Charles Haddon Spurgeon. In 1854, shortly after Spurgeon had
been called to pastor a London church, the city experienced a
major cholera epidemic. “Family after family summoned me to
the bedside of the smitten,” he later wrote.

The death rate was so high that Spurgeon was
conducting funerals daily. The long hours trying to comfort the
grieving and personal discouragement over the scope of the
epidemic left Spurgeon feeling weak, vulnerable, and frightened.
He felt it was only a matter of time before he came down with
cholera because of his contact with so many of the dying.

“I became weary in body and sick at heart. My friends
seemed to be falling one by one, and I felt that I was sickening
like those around me.” An exhausted Spurgeon was sinking.

But that soon changed. As Spurgeon was returning from
conducting yet another funeral service, a flyer posted in a
shoemaker’s shop window got his attention. The flyer contained
sections of Psalm 91, including these heartening words: “You will
not fear the terror of night... nor the pestilence that stalks in the
darkness, nor the plague that destroys at midday. A thousand
may fall at your side, ten thousand at your right hand, but it will

not come near you” (Psalm 91:5-7).
The impact of this Psalm upon Spurgeon was dramatic.

He wrote: “The effect upon my heart was immediate. I felt
secure, refreshed, girt with immortality. I went on with my
visitation of the dying in a calm and peaceful spirit; I felt no fear
of evil and I suffered no harm. The providence which moved the
tradesman to place those verses in his window I gratefully
acknowledge, and in the remembrance of its marvelous power,
I adore the Lord, my God.”

HAVE YOU READ PSALM 91 LATELY?

READ YOUR BIBLE
Continuing to offer you the opportunity to completely read the
Bible through this year, please follow the following suggested
readings for each day of March. May God bless you as you
immerse yourself in His word.
The month of March
1.   Deut 22-24, Psalm 58 17. Judges 6-8, Psalm 72
2.   Deut 25-27, Psalm 59 18. Judges 9-10, Psalm 73
3.   Deut 28-30, Psalm 60 19. Judges 11-12, Psalm 74
4.   Deut 31-32, Psalm 61 20. Judges 13-16, Psalm 75
5.   Deut 33-34, Psalm 62 21. Judges 17-18, Psalm 76
6.   Joshua 1-4, Psalm 63 22. Judges 19-21, Psalm 77
7.   Joshua 5-7, Psalm 64 23. Ruth 1-4, Ps 78:1-16
8.   Joshua 8-9, Psalm 65 24. 1 Sam 1-3, Ps78:17-55
9.   Joshua 10-12, Psalm 66 25. 1 Sam  4-7, Ps78:56-72
10.  Joshua 13-14, Psalm 67 26. 1 Sam 8-10, Psalm 79
11.  Joshua 15-17, Ps 68:1-18 27. 1 Sam 11-13, Psalm 80
12.  Joshua 18-20, Ps 68:19-35 28. 1 Sam 14-16, Psalm 81
13.  Joshua 21-22, Ps 69:1-12 29. 1 Sam 17-18, Psalm 82
14.  Joshua 23-24, Ps69:13-36 30. 1 Sam 19-20, Psalm 83
15.  Judges 1-2, Psalm 70 31. 1 Sam 21-23, Psalm 84
16.  Judges 3-5, Psalm 71

DO YOU TAKE JESUS AT HIS WORD?
There is a story in the Gospel of John about a royal

official whose son was dying. He’d heard about Jesus, came to
him, and begged him to come and heal his son.

Jesus did not go with him, but told the man that his son
would live.

The man took Jesus at his word and left to return home.
He discovered when he arrived that his son had been healed at
the very moment Jesus spoke.

Two billion people in every part of the world have done
what this royal official did – they took Jesus at his word –and
because of it they testify to having a personal, life-changing
relationship with the living Jesus.
   >>Jesus said He is the Son of God who came to live
among us. (John 6:35-40)
   >>Jesus said that only through him can you be set right
with our Heavenly Father. (John 14:6)
   >>Jesus said that if you believe in him, he will give you a
new and abundant life now. (John 10:9-11)
   >>Jesus said he is coming back someday. (John 14:2,3)

The Gospel of John bears vivid testimony that Jesus is
who he said he was: but these are written that you may believe
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you
may have life in his name (John 20:31).
Jesus said to him “I am the way, the truth and the life. No one
comes to the Father except through me.” (John 14:6)
Jesus said to him, “Thomas, because you have seen me, you
have believed. Blessed are those who have not seen and yet
have believed.”  (John 20:29)

How about you? Are you ready to take Jesus at his
word? Are you ready to believe he is who he says he is?
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REMODEL YOUR LIFE
(Based on thoughts by Anne Graham Lotz)

A study designed to help you discover what you need to build
into your life to make sure that you finish well?
TEAR OUT THE OLD BY REPENTING OF YOUR SIN
Repent of hindrances - 
1. From the following verses, list things that can hinder you from
living out your commitment to Christ: Matthew 6:24; Matthew
6:25-27; 2 Timothy 1:7; 2 Timothy 1:8; 2 Timothy 2:16, 23; 2
Timothy 4:10; 1 John 1:6; 1 John 2:15-16; Revelation 3:15-17
2. What other specific things are hindering you?
3. What will you do TODAY to “throw off everything that hinders”
you from living a life pleasing to God?
Repent of entanglements -
1. What sins are tripping you up now and will continue to do so
as you seek to live for Christ? List sins named in Galatians 5:19-
21; Ephesians 4:25,31; Ephesians 5:3-4; 2 Timothy 3:1-5;
Revelation 2:4. Which of these sins are entangling you? Ask God
to reveal any other sin that is preventing you from living life
pleasing to Him.
2. What similar command is given in Hebrews 12:1; Ephesians
4:22; Colossians 3:5, 8-10? Describe how you will obey this
command.

FOCUS ON THE GOAL... BY REFOCUSING ON THE SAVIOR -
Read Hebrews 12:2
Refocus on His purpose -
1. What phrase indicates how long your “remodeling project” will
last?
2. What do you need to build into your life to make sure that you
see your project through to the end so that you finish well?
3. What phrase indicates that God has a specific, unique
purpose for your life? How does Ephesians 2:10 confirm this?
4. What is God’s ultimate purpose for your life, according to
Ephesians 1:5? Romans 8:29?
5. What do you believe is the specific race God has marked out
for you that enables you to fulfill His ultimate purpose?
Refocus on His person -
1. What evidence do we have that Jesus, as the Author of our
faith, lived by faith when He was on earth? Matthew 4:1-4; John
1:1, 14; Philippians 2:6-7; Hebrews 2:10, 4:15.
2. How does Jesus’ own experience of living by faith give Him
credibility in your eyes as you seek to do the same?
3. How does Philippians 1:6 encourage you that He is not only
the Author but also the Perfecter of your faith?
4. How does Hebrews 13:7-8 encourage you when you reflect
back on the saints in Hebrews 11?
Refocus on His perseverance -
1. What was the ultimate purpose of Jesus’ life, according to
John 17:1,4? What was His specific purpose, according to
Matthew 1:21; John 3:16, 14:6, 17:2-3? Was this purpose easily
accomplished, according to Hebrews 12:3-4?
2. What are some of the obstacles Jesus faced as He ran His
“race,” according to Matthew 4:1-2, 8:20, 11:2-3, 12:22-24; John
8:56-59; Matthew 16:21-23, 26:1-5, 26:14-16; John 18:12;
Matthew 27:26, 27-31; John 19:16-18?
3. What are some of the obstacles you face as you seek to fulfill
this resolution for a lifetime?
4. What was Jesus’ ultimate goal that enabled Him to persevere?
Compare Hebrews 12:2 with 1:9.
5. What do you think His joy was? See Zephaniah 3:17, Matthew
13:44, Luke 15:7.
Let this study help you examine your life to see whether you are
in need of a major overhaul? a clean sweep? a limited
remodeling? or simple minor repairs. The goal is a fresh, more
efficient and effective lifetime commitment that brings God glory
as it reflects His Son, Jesus.

HOLY WEEK
(excerpted from afaJournal March 2018)

The account of Palm Sunday is familiar to most
Christians. It is easy to envision the strange sight of a seemingly
simple man riding a young donkey up the hill into the city of
Jerusalem surrounded by a sea of people waving, cheering and
laying palm branches on the road before him (Matthew 21:1-10).
Sunday school felt boards taught generations to imagine Jesus
smiling down at the people as they celebrate his coming. If the
story ended there, it would have been a happy one.

What might the story have been if the people of
Jerusalem had realized what was actually happening that day
outside the gate? Would they have wept for him or lashed out in
anger? Just a few pages over we get our answer: The same
people who hailed him as Messiah on Sunday demanded his
death on Friday. 

Beyond the celebration of Palm Sunday is a sobering
revelation of the heart of mankind.

The Palm Sunday “Hosannas” which turned into the
Good Friday “Crucify Him” demonstrate that human nature is
naturally oriented around the self. The people of Jerusalem were
ecstatic when they thought Jesus had arrived to loose them from
the bonds of Roman oppression. 

However, when it became clear that the Jewish leaders
were not impressed with Jesus, and that the freedom he offered
was spiritual rather than political and temporal, their “me first”
mentality prompted them to appease those who wanted him
crucified.

Unfortunately, time has not changed anything.
Churches today can be filled with people praising Jesus as their
savior from poverty, sickness, discomfort and even boredom –
from anything but sin. From Jerusalem to the churches of
modern America, Human hearts are still bent the same way
unless fundamental changes take place.

The reality of Christ’s mission was best stated by John
the Baptist when he said, “He must increase, but I must
decrease” (John 3:30). Until that issue is settled in each soul by
repentance, SELF remains LORD.

The reality of Palm Sunday may not be as happy as it
seems on the surface, but Christians can draw great hope from
it.

The hope of Palm Sunday is that God is faithful. Jesus
was so committed to faithfulness that even though he saw Good
Friday and all the suffering it would bring to the Godhead, he was
faithful to fulfill the words of the prophets and the will of the
Father.

The faithfulness of Jesus Christ is sure and solid in
spite of the sinful nature of man’s hearts. On Palm Sunday –the
steadfast love of Jesus Christ caused him to ride through a sea
of self-worshipping hearts toward death on a waiting cross.

Jesus’ triumphal entry reminds us of HIS
FAITHFULNESS and of OUR FICKLENESS!

WE NEED TO PRAY
If you are physically alive, you BREATHE. If you are

spiritually alive, you PRAY.  It’s only natural!
The Bible assures us that we are forgiven in the cross

of Jesus. We confess our sins and ask to be free from them. God
pours his blessings into our lives. We thank and praise him in
prayer. God’s promises cascade into our awareness. We
express our trust in those promises as we pray.

If you are physically alive, you BREATHE. If you are
spiritually alive, you PRAY. It’s only natural!

God commands us to pray - the Bible says “WHEN you
pray...” NOT “IF” you pray. Are God’s commands that we pray
harsh demands? Hardly! Everywhere the command to pray
appears in Scripture there is a promise attached –
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Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock,
and it will be opened to you (Matthew 7:7)

Call upon me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you and you shall
glorify me (Psalm 50:15)

Jesus told them a parable to the effect that they ought always to
pray and not lose heart (Luke 18:1)

Have you lost heart? Then, PRAY!
Are you blessed beyond belief? Then, PRAY
God promises to hear! He knows your every need

anyway. Why not talk with him about it. Then let him work on you
from the inside out to be more fully compliant to his word. Do you
think that God does not hear you, or you are too unworthy for him
to take notice? You are his dearly loved child. His promises are
for you.

Elijah prayed and his prayer worked. David prayed and
his prayer worked Not because Elijah was who he was or David
was who he was, but because God is who HE is – the one who
makes and keeps his promises to hear and help his children.

Still, even experienced pray-ers sometimes find
themselves puzzled by prayer’s mysteries. But perhaps the
greatest mystery of all is this: The God of the universe invites us
to pray and promises to hear us. What a privilege!

UP AND DOWN THE MOUNTAIN
(some thoughts based on Matthew 17:1-9)

Jesus spent a lot of time thinking and praying about
what was to come in his life. The voice had spoken to him at his
baptism, when he had received his commission; he had been
tested in the wilderness and won out.  Peter had confessed him
as the Messiah, the Christ. Yet, Peter really did not understand
what he was really about, refusing to comprehend the prediction
of Jesus’ suffering and death.

Now they go to the mountain top; Jesus and the inner
circle of the disciples, those who had been with him from the
beginning; sharing times of sorrow and joy. Up the mountain they
go, finally reaching the summit where they pause to rest; to pray;
to be quiet.

Jesus struggles in his inner self with his mission. Could
he face what must come: suffering and death? Certainly our Lord
must have dealt with this question if he was fully human as the
church has always confessed. Suddenly in the midst of the inner
turmoil, something happened; something which lies beyond our
powers to explain, yet which was very real. Everything came
clear; the cloud, the voice: “This is my beloved Son... listen to
him...” Everything was now plain. There was power and light to
meet the approaching darkness.

This incident the church has called the Transfiguration -
a change, something new! Jesus the teacher is seen now as the
Son of God, the one who is fully God and fully human. In that
experience our Lord is made aware of who he is and what his
mission is; that there is something beyond suffering and death.

And what of us; what message is there here for us? We
are not Jesus, but we are human. TO BE HUMAN is to
experience difficult  feelings and emotions; to think about, as
Jesus did, the questions which go to the very core of who and
what we are: suffering, death and eternal life. To be human is to
wonder whether we can face what must be faced, whether in the
ultimate areas of life and death or in the more mundane areas of
everyday life. To be human is to want to avoid making some
decisions that we find too difficult. To be human is to want to
avoid walking through the valley of deep shadows.

Yet to be human is to face such things even as Jesus
did. How amazing it is to see common, ordinary people who can
face situations which would break many people, yet prevail.
Many such folks can live this way because of a deep and abiding

faith in a God who confirms them like Jesus; in a God who cares
and watches over them; in a God who shares their sufferings and
their sorrows; in a God who is with them on the mountain tops of
joy and in the valley of deep shadows. As Jesus’ faith was
confirmed and strengthened, so, too, we are given some of this
same power for the living of our days.

To be human is to go up and down the mountain, to
know the heights and the depths. To be Christian is to have
experienced the liberating power of Jesus Christ which gives us
the courage to walk the heights and the depths. Jesus came
down the mountain and faced what he had to face because he
was strengthened by the experience on the top. He walked the
way of the cross because he knew that at the end there was light
and life and hope. We, too, strengthened and transfigured by the
power of the living Christ can come down the mountain and face
what needs to be faced, confident that the battle has been fought
and the victory has been won.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
UPWARD CLOSING CELEBRATIONS

SATURDAY, MARCH 17 at Game Times
Thank you to everyone who has helped in any way this
season – coaches, assistant coaches, sponsors,
volunteers, donators of refreshments, etc. We couldn’t
accomplish this ministry without YOU!!! Get ready to
volunteer next season!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

BLOOD DRIVE
Start ironing up NOW!

CORNERSTONE FELLOWSHIP

WILL HOLD A BLOOD DRIVE

ON Thursday, March 22, 2018

TIME: 2-7 pm

PLACE: 101 KYLIES ROAD
GIVE THE GIFT OF LIFE!!! Please sign the appointment sheet.
Ask a friend to come with you. If you are not able to give, please
ask a friend, relative, or family member to give a unit. You can
also schedule an appointment by going to Cornerstone
Fellowship Schedule on the American Red Cross website.

EASTER EVENTS
Saturday, March 24 - EASTER EGG HUNT

Hunt begins at 10am
Children up to grade 5 are invited to come

and hunt for Easter Eggs
Sunday, March 25 - PALM SUNDAY

Services at 8:15 and 10:45am
Believer’s Baptism

Bible classes at 9:30am
Thursday, March 29 - Maundy Thursday

Tenebrae Service at 7pm
Sunday, April 1 - EASTER SUNDAY

Sunrise Service - 6am
Worship services at 8:15 and 10:45am

Bible classes at 9:30am


