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Deuteronomy 23:1-14 
 
Verse 1 
No one who has been emasculated by crushing or cutting may enter the 
assembly of the LORD. 

• This passage addresses a man who has been emasculated. His sexual 
organs have been removed. While such a thing may have occurred as the 
results of an accident or as punishment from an enemy at a time of war, 
when compared with others verses in the Bible and the exclusion order, 
this passage seems to condemn emasculation as a willing act to which the 
man gave his consent. The man allowed himself to be emasculated to 
become a eunuch to serve in a harem.  

• A man who allowed this act was not to be recognized as part of the 
congregation of Israelites. 

 
Verse 2 
 No one born of a forbidden marriage nor any of their descendants may enter 
the assembly of the LORD, not even in the tenth generation. 

• See Deuteronomy 21:18-22:30. 
• A person born to a marriage which did not comply to Jewish law was not to 

be recognized as part of the congregation of Israelites unless said person 
willingly converted to Judaism. 

 
Verses 3- 6 
3 No Ammonite or Moabite or any of their descendants may enter the assembly 
of the LORD, not even in the tenth generation. 4 For they did not come to meet 
you with bread and water on your way when you came out of Egypt, and they 
hired Balaam son of Beor from Pethor in Aram Naharaim to pronounce a curse 
on you. 5 However, the LORD your God would not listen to Balaam but turned the 
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curse into a blessing for you, because the LORD your God loves you. 6 Do not seek 
a treaty of friendship with them as long as you live. 

• Because of their disregard for the Hebrew people historically, Ammonites 
and Moabites were not to be regarded as among the congregation of Israel. 
However, notable exceptions to this rule are made in the Bible. Ruth was a 
Moabitess.  

 
Verses 7-8 
Do not despise an Edomite, for the Edomites are related to you. Do not despise 
an Egyptian, because you resided as foreigners in their country. 8 The third 
generation of children born to them may enter the assembly of the LORD. 

• Edomites were descendants of Jacob’s brother, Esau (see Genesis 25). 
Though not to be considered technically Hebrew, they were welcomed by 
Hebrews because of this historical tie. 

• Though the Egyptians had been unkind to the Israelites in the end, at first, 
they had welcomed Israel into their nation and given them choice parts of 
Egyptian life (see Genesis 46-50). Because of this, Egyptians were to be 
welcomed into the congregation of Israel after the third generation out of 
slavery. 

 
Verses 9-14 
9 When you are encamped against your enemies, keep away from everything 
impure. 10 If one of your men is unclean because of a nocturnal emission, he is to 
go outside the camp and stay there. 11 But as evening approaches he is to wash 
himself, and at sunset he may return to the camp. 
12 Designate a place outside the camp where you can go to relieve yourself. 13 As 
part of your equipment have something to dig with, and when you relieve 
yourself, dig a hole and cover up your excrement. 14 For the LORD your God moves 
about in your camp to protect you and to deliver your enemies to you. Your 
camp must be holy, so that he will not see among you anything indecent and 
turn away from you. 

• Verse 9 contains the general rule, “when you are at war, keep away from 
everything impure. 

• War, for a Hebrew, was a sacred obligation. Therefore, soldiers were to 
abstain from any action which might be considered unholy. These things 
included nocturnal admissions and even how and where you went to the 
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bathroom. One’s duty and service to God took precedence over every other 
life issue. Hebrews were set apart for the Lord. 

 
 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled Exclusion & Uncleanness.  They have 
been prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at Cornerstone Fellowship, Coatesville 
Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Dr. Jensen and Cornerstone Fellowship.) 

 


