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(Deuteronomy 23:15-25:19 presents a series of laws which are designed to 
protect weaker people who are guilty of no crime, but who may be victimized by 
more powerful persons.) 
 
Deuteronomy 25:1-19 
 
Verses 1-3 
When people have a dispute, they are to take it to court and the judges will 
decide the case, acquitting the innocent and condemning the guilty. 2 If the 
guilty person deserves to be beaten, the judge shall make them lie down and 
have them flogged in his presence with the number of lashes the crime deserves, 
3 but the judge must not impose more than forty lashes. If the guilty party is 
flogged more than that, your fellow Israelite will be degraded in your eyes. 

• See Exodus 18. When the people of Israel were first come out of Egypt, all 
the disputes between them were brought to Moses directly. Moses heard 
every case. But his father-in-law, Jethro, realized that this work was so 
demanding that it left Moses with no time to fulfill his other responsibilities 
as Israel’s prophet/leader. Jethro suggested that Moses appoint “judges” 
who could handle lesser cases and so relieve Moses of the responsibility of 
hearing every case personally. The “judges” mentioned in these verses are 
those appointed by Moses to hear cases between Israelites. 

• The people are not to settle matters between themselves on their own. 
Disputes are to be brought to the appointed judges. The decision of the 
judges is final. 

• The judges must judge fairly, acquitting the innocent and holding the guilty 
accountable. 

• The judgment is to be executed in a timely fashion.  
• If the crime requires the guilty person to be beaten, the judge may not 

order more than forty lashes. More than forty lashes is regarded as 
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excessive and degrading. In practice, the judges always issued forty lashes 
minus one to protect the prisoner from a miscount and to protect the 
judges from violating this law accidentally. 

 
Verse 4 
4 Do not muzzle an ox while it is treading out the grain. 

• When an animal, ox in this case but could be a donkey, is hitched to a 
grinding stone and is grinding wheat or oats or corn into flour, you must 
allow the animal to eat the grain which falls out in the grinding process. 

 
Verses 5-10 
5 If brothers are living together and one of them dies without a son, his widow 
must not marry outside the family. Her husband’s brother shall take her and 
marry her and fulfill the duty of a brother-in-law to her. 6 The first son she bears 
shall carry on the name of the dead brother so that his name will not be blotted 
out from Israel. 
7 However, if a man does not want to marry his brother’s wife, she shall go to 
the elders at the town gate and say, “My husband’s brother refuses to carry on 
his brother’s name in Israel. He will not fulfill the duty of a brother-in-law to 
me.” 8 Then the elders of his town shall summon him and talk to him. If he 
persists in saying, “I do not want to marry her,” 9 his brother’s widow shall go up 
to him in the presence of the elders, take off one of his sandals, spit in his face 
and say, “This is what is done to the man who will not build up his brother’s 
family line.” 10 That man’s line shall be known in Israel as The Family of the 
Unsandaled. 

• In order to protect the family inheritance, if a man’s brother dies childless, 
the surviving brother is required to sleep with his brother’s widow until she 
conceives and bears a male heir for his brother.  

• If the dead man’s brother will not perform this duty to his deceased 
brother, the widow is to bring charges against her brother to the Elders. 
The Elders are to confront him with his responsibility to his brother and 
insist that he perform the required act.  

• If the man refuses to do as the Elders direct, he is to be publicly exposed by 
the widow of his brother. It is a disgrace to him and he must bear 
responsibility for failing to perform his duty to his brother. 
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Verses 11-12 
11 If two men are fighting and the wife of one of them comes to rescue her 
husband from his assailant, and she reaches out and seizes him by his private 
parts, 12 you shall cut off her hand. Show her no pity. 

• If two men are fighting, their wives should stay out of it. But if one of the 
wives jumps into the fray to help her husband and accidentally or 
intentionally grabs the opponent’s private parts, her hand is to be cut off. 

 
Verses 13-16 
13 Do not have two differing weights in your bag—one heavy, one light. 14 Do not 
have two differing measures in your house—one large, one small. 15 You must 
have accurate and honest weights and measures, so that you may live long in 
the land the LORD your God is giving you. 16 For the LORD your God detests anyone 
who does these things, anyone who deals dishonestly. 

• The reason for having different scales and different rules would be to allow 
you to measure things to your own advantage and so cheat others. This is 
not to be allowed, for God finds such actions detestable. 

 
Verses 17-19 
17 Remember what the Amalekites did to you along the way when you came out 
of Egypt. 18 When you were weary and worn out, they met you on your journey 
and attacked all who were lagging behind; they had no fear of God. 19 When the 
LORD your God gives you rest from all the enemies around you in the land he is 
giving you to possess as an inheritance, you shall blot out the name of Amalek 
from under heaven. Do not forget! 

• See Exodus 17:8-16. 
• The Amalekites were the descendants of Esau’s grandson. See Genesis 

36:12. They were related to the tribes of Israel that Moses led. They were 
cousins. 

• At Rephidim, The Amalekites attacked the Israelites from behind, killing the 
Israelite’s who were weakened by the journey out of Egypt. They were 
defeated there by Joshua and the men of Israel. But their cowardly attack 
on Israel’s weak, was offensive to God. God ordered that the Amalekites 
should be destroyed as punishment 
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