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NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER
The National Day of Prayer is an annual day of observance held
on the first Thursday of May, designated by the United States
Congress, when people are asked “to turn to God in prayer and
meditation.” The theme for 2018 is UNITY – Make every effort to
keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace -
Ephesians 4:3

A Prayer for our Nation by Dr. Henry Blackaby

Oh Heavenly Father,

You have made Yourself known to us

as a nation by Your mighty works

throughout our history.

From the beginning, You have

been with us through many wars

and conflicts;

Your right arm has saved us.

We have been amazingly and

graciously blessed.

Today, we confess our sin

of not responding to Your

right to rule in our lives and our nation.

Too often we have

despised and rejected Your will

while imposing our own,

and we are now facing the consequences

of our disobedience.

Draw us back to Yourself

that we may return to Your

ways once again.

Without You we can do nothing.

You have promised that if we

honor You, You will once again

honor this great nation.

That is our fervent prayer.

For Your honor

and glory we pray,

 Amen.
Please spend time in prayer on Thursday, May 3, asking God to

bring peace and unity through His Son.

BIBLICAL PRAYER
Martin Luther wrote, “To be a Christian without prayer is no more
possible than to be alive without breathing.”

If that statement is true, then America is in danger of losing her
breath, for she is obviously lacking in prayer. America is in
trouble. And perhaps the lack of corporate prayer contributes to
our troubles.

But what if God’s people actually joined together and fulfilled the
mandate of 2 Chronicles 7:14? Will the nation change if
Christians corporately humble themselves, pray as one body,
seek God’s face, and turn from sinful ways?

Bryan Fischer of American Family Radio has said that the key to
praying prayers God hears and answers lies not only in HOW we
pray, but also WHAT we pray.

The Bible tells us in 1 John 5:14 that God hears every prayer
prayed according to His will. So, God assures us if we pray
according to His will, then He will hear that prayer, receive that
prayer, respond to that prayer, and act on that prayer.

The Bible is the revealed will of God, beginning to end. If our
prayers are based on God’s word then every prayer is prayed
according to the will of God.   How do you pray?

STANDING STRONG THROUGH LIFE’S STORMS
No one in this life is exempt from struggles, heartaches and
difficulties. Maybe you’ve reached the point of feeling as though
your foundation is little more than sinking sand. You’ve been the
best parent you know how to be, but your teenager is spiteful and
rebellious. You’ve carefully managed your resources, but
suddenly you’re facing financial disaster. You knew your
husband seemed distant lately, but you never dreamed he was
having an affair. You go to the doctor for a routine visit only to
have him discover a suspicious growth and the diagnosis of
cancer. The list of potentially devastating situations could go on
and on.

The day of storms will come. Will your house stand when the
rains and floods and hurricane winds beat against it?

Consider what Jesus Christ taught about the importance of
building your life on the right foundation:

Therefore, everyone who hears these words of mine and puts 
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them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the
rock. The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew
and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its
foundation on the rock.

But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put
them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on
sand. The rain came down, the streams rose and the winds blew
and beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash
(Matthew 7:24-27).

No amount of information about alcoholism, no amount of
knowledge about drug abuse, no amount of personal and family
counseling can provide an adequate foundation when the storms
hit your home. Only if you have built your house on the Rock –
the Lord Jesus Christ – will you be able to stand. No matter how
fiercely the storms blow, God’s ways are perfect and He will
never let us down.

Jesus Christ, the Son of God, faced the worst heartache and
agony imaginable. He was beaten, spit upon, scourged and
ultimately crucified – not for anything He had done, because He
was sinless – but to take on Himself the punishment sinful
mankind deserved. The Bible explains, He Himself bore our sins
in His body on the tree, so that we might die to sins and live for
righteousness; by His wounds you have been healed (1 Peter
2:24).

Because Jesus Christ died for us and rose again, He is the only
trustworthy foundation on which we can build our lives. Other
foundations shift, tremble, or crumble altogether. Tragedy hits
and your friends suddenly disappear; you’re ill and no one visits
you; your heart is breaking and no one knows how to comfort
you. But Jesus is an everlasting Rock. He will neither fail you nor
forsake you. When you trust in Him, He will keep you from being
blown over by life’s inevitable storms. Come to the Rock today.
Commit your life more fully to Him.

God will give you the power and the strength to stand when the
rains and floods and winds come. God will be your abiding
strength. God’s perfect peace will fill you constantly and help you
to stand strong, if you call upon Him.

If you have not already done so, begin to build your house today
on the only foundation that will never fail. If you already made
that decision but have wandered away, turn again to the Lord –
Lord, I need You. I recognize that until now my life has been built
on shifting sands. I confess my sin. Thank you for dying on the
cross to pay the penalty for my sin. I want to build my life on You,
the solid, everlasting Rock. Thank you for coming into my heart
and giving me the peace and strength I need to face the storms
of life. I give my life to You.

God bless you if you have committed your life to Jesus Christ for
the first time or have recommitted your life to Him.
Now, watch how He helps you stand strong through the storms
of life.

BUT, how can we have HOPE for the hard times.
For the family facing foreclosure... for the father diagnosed with
terminal cancer... for the wife struggling to conceive... for the
young girl considering abortion... for the thousands who lost jobs
and life savings... THERE IS HOPE.

The Bible says that each of us has been created by God... that
He loves us... and that He wants us to have a fulfilling life. I came
that they may have life and have it abundantly (John 10:10),

Jesus said. He meant a life that goes beyond mere existence to
a fulfilling life lived in harmony with the Creator’s knowledge of us
and His desires for us.

But there is something that separates us from this abundant life
that God intended. The Bible says that all have sinned and fall
short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23). It is because of this sin,
this disobedience toward God, that every person is separated
from Him: your iniquities have made a separation between you
and your God (Isaiah 59:2). And even worse is the consequence
of sin – eternal separation from God – the wages [cost] of sin is
death (Romans 6:23a).

However and praise God, in His love and mercy, God sent His
SINLESS Son, Jesus, to pay the price for our sins. 2,000 years
ago, Jesus Christ died on a cross, was buried, and then rose
from the dead on the third day (1 Corinthians 15:3-4). It is only
through the death of Jesus that we can be reconciled to God.
And through His death, God offers the free gift of eternal life to
all who believe in Him (Romans 6:23b; John 3:36).

There is no greater hope than this – the assurance of eternal life
offered to us through Jesus Christ and His promise to stay with
us and sustain us in all circumstances:

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation,
or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger,
or sword? ... For I am  sure that neither death nor life, nor angels
nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor
height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord
(Romans 8:35, 38-39).

God offers this hope to us today. To accept His offer, we must
begin by admitting that we are sinners separated from God and
are in need of His forgiveness. Then we must trust only in Jesus
Christ to save us from the consequences of our sins. Believe that
Jesus died for our sins on the cross and was raised from the
dead in order to conquer death, bridging the gap between us and
God caused by sin. We must turn from our sins and accept
Jesus’ offer to come into our lives as our Savior.

Does this mean we do this perfectly?  Absolutely NO! This
begins the process of sanctification in which God works on the
willing individual to conform him or her to the image of His Son.

BUT, how can I be sure that I can be forgiven!
In an out-of-the-way cemetery an unmarked tombstone bears the
single word, FORGIVEN. A person can’t help wondering, who
was forgiven and by whom? What happened that cause
someone to leave that message forever engraved upon the
tombstone?

The secret of that tombstone has long been buried. But one thing
is certain, the need for forgiveness will always exist, since we all
fail to live up to our word and others’ expectations of us at one
time or another.

What is more serious is that we have failed to live up to what
God expects of us! No one is able to perfectly keep God’s
commandments. The Bible states it simply – All have sinned and
fall short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23). Your iniquities [sins]
have made a separation between you and your God (Isaiah
59:2). Our disobedience separates us from our Creator. We need
His forgiveness.

But how can we know that God will forgive us? How could a 
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perfectly just and righteous God overlook our sins? Our situation
would be impossible if God had not settled the issue Himself. He
sent His Son – Jesus Christ – to earth to become a man, live a
perfectly sinless life, and ultimately give His life for you and me.

On the cross where Jesus died, He took the punishment for sin
that we deserved. The Bible says God made Jesus to be sin for
us, the One who knew no sin, so that in Him we might become
the righteousness of God (2 Corinthians 5:21). Then Jesus rose
from the tomb and came back to life three days later and was
seen by hundreds of people (1 Corinthians 15:3-6).

Because of what Jesus has accomplished, it is possible to
KNOW that God will forgive us and one day receive us into
heaven (John 14:1-3). We can have the assurance of God’s
forgiveness by making the following choices:
> Recognize that our sins have separated us from God. In
honest repentance agree with God about our sinfulness and
admit our need for forgiveness: If we confess our sins, He [God]
is faithful and just to FORGIVE us our sins and to cleanse us
from all unrighteousness (1 John 1:9).
>Realize that God loves US and believe that the sinless Jesus
Christ died for our sins – taking the punishment we deserve: For
God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, that whoever
believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life (John
3:16).
> In response to our trust, God promises us eternity with Him!
Jesus Christ as our Savior frees us from sin’s consequences.
When we respond to God’s offer of forgiveness in faith, WE CAN
KNOW THAT HE HAS FORGIVEN US. The Bible promises that
to all who did receive Him, who believed in His name, He gave
the right to become children of God (John 1:12).

It is really very simple –
RECOGNIZE that we are sinners
REALIZE that God loves us
CONFESS our sin and ASK for the forgiveness of God
TRUST in that forgiveness and 
BELIEVE in Jesus Christ as your Savior & Redeemer.

SPECIAL BLOOD DRIVE
CORNERSTONE FELLOWSHIP
WILL HOLD A BLOOD DRIVE
ON Thursday, July 19, 2018

TIME: 2-7 pm
Please watch for the sign up sheet and schedule an appointment
or go online to make one. Thank you. The blood supply during
the summer gets critically low and the American Red Cross
counts on our drive to help keep supply levels up. Please ask a
friend or family member to make an appointment also.

READ YOUR BIBLE
As we roll into May, I hope you can see you are being blessed as
you continue the habit of reading the Bible through completely
each year. May God bless you more and more as you immerse
yourself in His word.

The month of May
1.   1 Chronicles 7-9, Psalm 110
2.   1 Chronicles 10-12, Psalm 111
3.   1 Chronicles 13-15, Psalm 112
4.   1 Chronicles 16-18, Psalm 113
5.   1 Chronicles 19-22, Psalm 114
6.   1 Chronicles 23-24, Psalm 115
7.   1 Chronicles 25-27, Psalm 116
8.   1 Chronicles 28-29, Psalm 117
9.   2 Chronicles 1-4, Psalm 118
10.  2 Chronicles 5-7, Psalm 119:1-8, Numbers 23:8-10

11.  2 Chronicles 8-10, Psalm 119:9-16, Numbers 23:19-24
12.  2 Chronicles 11-13, Psalm 119:17-24, Numbers 24:5-9
13.  2 Chroncles14-16, Psalm 119:25-32, Numbers 24:17-19
14.  2 Chronicles 17-19, Psalm 119:33-40, Deut 33:26-29
15.  2 Chronicles 20-23, Psalm 119:41-48, Luke 1:46-55
16. 2 Chronicles 24-27, Psalm 119:49-56, Luke 1:68-75
17. 2 Chronicles 28-30, Psalm 119:57-64, John 3:16
18. 2 Chronicles 31-32, Psalm 119:65-72, Romans 11:33-36
19. 2 Chronicles 33-34,, Psalm 1119:73-80, Romans 16:25-27
20. 2 Chronicles 35-36, Psalm 119:81-88, 2 Corinthians 13:14
21. Ezra 1-3, Psalm 119:89-96, Ephesians 2:1-10
22. Ezra 4-6, Psalm 119:97-104, Ephesians 3:20-21
23. Ezra 7-8, Psalm 119:105-112, Philippians 2:5-11
24. Ezra 9-10, Psalm 119:113-120, 1 Thessalonians 3:11-13
25. Nehemiah 1-4, Psalm 119:121-128, 1 Timothy 1:17
26. Nehemiah 5-7, Psalm 119:129-136, Hebrews 13:20-21
27. Nehemiah 8-10,Psalm 119:137-144, Jude 24-25
28. Nehemiah 11-13, Psalm119:145-152, Revelation 1:5-6
29. Esther 1-3, Psalm 119:153-160, Revelation 4:11
30. Esther 4-7, Psalm 119:161-168, Revelation 15:3-4
31. Esther 8-10, Psalm 119:169-176, Revelation 19:6-8

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
Saturday, May 12, 7pm - An evening of worship and praise as
The Raymond Lee Band performs in concert. What a GREAT
Mother’s Day gift – Invite your Mom to come with you. Let’s fill
the house and praise God together. The concert is FREE – the
evening will be remarkable!
Sunday, May 13 – MOTHER’S DAY
Sunday, June 3, 3-5pm - KINDRED CROSS will be performing
at the Strawberry Festival. Plan NOW to come out and support
Steve and the band. Let’s let our community know that Christians
are not ashamed of the Gospel. Invite your friends and family to
meet you there.
Sunday, June 17 - FATHER’S DAY
Sunday to Thursday, June 24-28, 6-8pm - Vacation Bible
School for children up through 5  grade - Come to HEROth

CENTRAL. If you would like to help, please speak to Aliah
Ammon as soon as possible.

PENTECOST IS SUNDAY, MAY 21 !st

GET YOUR RED READY!
In addition to Mother’s Day and the Festival of the Christian
Home, this year May contains another very important celebration
in the life of the Church.

The term Pentecost comes from the Latin word for fifty. That is
because the Church celebrates Pentecost on the Sunday closest
to the fiftieth day after Easter Sunday. This day celebrates what
some call the birthday of the Church and the coming of the Holy
Spirit to fill the disciples with power as promised by Jesus (See
Acts 1:8). The story of Pentecost is found in Acts 2:1-12. If you
are not familiar with this event, read this passage of Scripture.
Some scholars claim that, next to Easter, Pentecost is the most
important day in the life of the Church.

When it comes to church holidays, Christmas and Easter get all
the attention. But what about PENTECOST! Each year,
Pentecost Sunday comes 50 days after Easter Sunday, hence its
name. The Greek word for 50 is pentecost.  It was the name that
the Greek-speaking Jews called the Hebrew festival “Shavuot,”
which comes from a decree in Leviticus 23:16, which instructs
people to count seven weeks or “50" days from the end of
Passover to Shavuot, a harvest festival celebrating the “first
fruits” on the farms. It also later became the feast of
thanksgiving for the giving of the law on Mount Sinai.
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In the same way that Jesus, the Lamb of God, was crucified on
the day and more or less during the time when the Hebrew
Passover lamb was slaughtered in the temple during the
Passover feast, the Holy Spirit was poured out on the very day
when the Hebrews celebrated the first fruits of the harvest and
the coming of the law. It seems that God values the days of
celebration he instituted and gives a deep spiritual meaning to
them that we who follow Jesus may grow in knowledge,
gratefulness and commitment. And that we will never forget
God’s great deeds of salvation.

The beginning of Pentecost is recorded in Acts 2. Suddenly a
sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and
filled the whole house where they were sitting. They saw what
seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on
each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and
began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them (Acts
2:2-4).

When the Holy Spirit descended some 2,000 years ago, one of
Jesus’ disciples, Peter, explained the event to a perplexed crowd
by invoking the prophet Joel’s words: in the last days it will be,
God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and
your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young
men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams.
Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days I will
pour out my Spirit, and they shall prophesy (Joel 2:28).
Pentecost is a time for Christians to be reminded that we are a
bunch of dreamers – communities of faith discovering that they
– together – can be a vehicle for manifesting God’s vision for the
world. The first fruits of the church, more than 3000 people, were
saved and brought in after Peter preached his first sermon after
the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the church on that day

SO... Pentecost Sunday is a commemoration and celebration of
the receiving of the Holy Spirit by the early church. John the
Baptist prophesied of the first Pentecost when Jesus would
baptize with the Holy Spirit and with fire (Matthew 3:11). Jesus
confirmed this prophecy with the promise of the Holy Spirit to the
disciples in John 14:26. He showed Himself to these men after
His death on the cross and His resurrection, giving convincing
proofs that He was alive. Jesus told the disciples to wait in
Jerusalem for the Father’s gift of the Holy Spirit, from whom they
would receive power to be His witnesses to the ends of the earth
(Acts 1:3-8). After Jesus’ ascension to heaven, the men returned
to Jerusalem and joined together in prayer in an upper room. On
the Day of Pentecost, just as promised, the sound of a violent
wind filled the house and tongues of fire came to rest on each of
them and all were filled with the Holy Spirit. They were given the
power of communication, which Peter used to begin the ministry
for which Jesus had prepared him. After the coming of the Holy
Spirit, the disciples did not stay in the room basking in God’s
glory but burst out to tell the world. This was the beginning of the
church as we know it.

Today, in many churches, Pentecost Sunday is celebrated to
recognize the gift of the Holy Spirit, realizing that God’s very life,
breath and energy live in believers. We remember that our risen
Savior supernaturally appeared to the fear-laden disciples and
they were filled with power. Their fear gave way to joy when the
Lord showed them His hands and side. He assured them peace 

and repeated the command given in Matthew 28:19-20, saying,
As the Father has sent me, I am sending you. Then He breathed
on them, and they received the Holy Spirit (John 20:21-23).

The celebration of Pentecost reminds us of the reality that we all
have the unifying Spirit that was poured out upon the first-century
church in Acts 2:1-4. It is a reminder that we are co-heirs with
Christ, to suffer with Him that we may also be glorified with Him
(Romans 8:17); that the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the
common good (1 Corinthians12:7); that we are all baptized by
one Spirit into one body (1 Corinthians 12:13); and that the Spirit
which raised Jesus from the dead lives inside believers (Romans
8:9-11). This gift of the Holy Spirit that was promised and given
to all believers on the first Pentecost is promised for  all who call
upon the name of the Lord.

The liturgical color for Pentecost Sunday is red. The liturgical
symbol for Pentecost is the dove (symbolizing the Holy Spirit)
rising out of a flame. This year, on May 21 , Pentecost Sundayst

2018, we will celebrate this important event at Cornerstone. The
ancient words will be read, the ancient symbols revived, and we
will give thanks to God for the power to be the Church. TO HELP
CELEBRATE THIS SPECIAL DAY, WE ARE ASKING
EVERYONE IN THE CONGREGATION TO WEAR RED ON
MAY 21st. On May 21  , let’s all turn out in our finest reds tost

thank God for his bride, the Church, and the power of the Holy
Spirit.

LADIES NIGHT OUT
Get your tickets now for this special event.

The DATE is Monday, May 21st
The TIME is 6pm
The COST is $7.00 per person for those 12 and above;
$3.00 per person for those 4-11years of age; with those
under 4 FREE
This year’s theme is HATS OFF TO LADIES, and will
features hats from the Hibernia Hat Collection and
private collectors.

Come by yourself, or invite someone to come with you.
Every woman is invited to participate in this exciting event.

We’ll have a GREAT TIME!

CONGRATULATIONS
to those who professed their faith in Jesus Christ and were
baptized on EASTER Sunday, April 1:

Sheila Hamilton
Mary Kempski

Ben Snider
Isaiah Wilson

and to Brittany Warren who was also baptized on Palm Sunday
May God’s blessing rest upon each one of you. If you would like
to profess faith in Jesus Christ and be baptized, please speak to
Dr. Jensen and fill out one of the blue Baptism Request forms
found on the table at the back of the Worship Center.

SOULED OUT 2018 – SAVE THE DATE
CORNERSTONE FELLOWSHIP

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 2018
BEGINNING AT 2 pm

HAPPY   MOTHER’S   DAY!


