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Deuteronomy 31:19-21, 24-29 
(This passage is part of the great covenant renewal ceremony which Moses held 
when the Israelites were ready to enter the promised land. The ceremony begins 
in Deuteronomy 29. The first part of the ceremony was the recitation of the terms 
of the covenant God was willing to establish with Israel. See exegetical notes on 
Deuteronomy 29. This passage continues the ceremony.) 
 
Verses 31:19-21 
 “Now write down this song and teach it to the Israelites and have them sing it, 
so that it may be a witness for me against them. 20 When I have brought them 
into the land flowing with milk and honey, the land I promised on oath to their 
ancestors, and when they eat their fill and thrive, they will turn to other gods 
and worship them, rejecting me and breaking my covenant. 21 And when many 
disasters and calamities come on them, this song will testify against them, 
because it will not be forgotten by their descendants. I know what they are 
disposed to do, even before I bring them into the land I promised them on oath.” 

• The speaker in this part of this passage is YHWH. God is speaking to Moses. 
He instructs Moses to compose a song (see Deuteronomy 32.)  Moses’ song 
is to remind the people that God has fulfilled his covenant obligation to 
Israel by caring for the nation and giving them the promised land. 

• But, even though God has proven himself faithful to Israel, when Israel is 
settled in the promised land and is prosperous because of YHWH’s blessing, 
she will turn away from God. She will worship false gods and break 
covenant with YHWH. This is certain. There is no doubt. Israel WILL break 
covenant with YHWH.  

• Since YHWH declares this to be so, there is no doubt that YHWH knows and 
despite what he knows, that Israel will break covenant with him, he 
remains faithful to his promises. 

• However, because of her choice to break covenant, Israel will suffer 
disasters and calamities. 
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• Moses’ song is to stand as witness to God faithfulness and as a reminder of 
Israel’s unfaithfulness throughout time. 

 
Verses 24-27 
After Moses finished writing in a book the words of this law from beginning to 
end, 25 he gave this command to the Levites who carried the ark of the covenant 
of the LORD: 26 “Take this Book of the Law and place it beside the ark of the 
covenant of the LORD your God. There it will remain as a witness against you. 
27 For I know how rebellious and stiff-necked you are. If you have been rebellious 
against the LORD while I am still alive and with you, how much more will you 
rebel after I die!  

• Moses then wrote down the Law of God. These are the principles upon 
which the covenant between Israel and God is based. Israel is bound to 
keep to the word of the Lord. 

• Moses gave the copy of the law of God to the priests who were to put the 
copy of the law Moses had written into the Ark of God, here called the Ark 
of the Covenant. From there, the Book of the Law would testify against 
Israel. The Book of the Law would make Israel’s rebellion against God clear. 

• Then Moses declared to the faithful generation the horrible truth. Israel 
was rebellious and stiff-necked at heart. As they had rebelled against God 
during the years he had led them, after he was gone they would be even 
more likely to disobey. 

 
Verses 28-29 
Assemble before me all the elders of your tribes and all your officials, so that I 
can speak these words in their hearing and call the heavens and the earth to 
testify against them. 29 For I know that after my death you are sure to become 
utterly corrupt and to turn from the way I have commanded you. In days to 
come, disaster will fall on you because you will do evil in the sight of the LORD 
and arouse his anger by what your hands have made.” 

• Moses then called the Elders and the leaders of Israel to stand before him. 
Calling the heavens and the earth to witness what was happening, Moses 
testified against Israel. 

• He told them what God had told him. The people of Israel would turn away 
from YHWH. They would not follow the word of YHWH. They would break 
their covenant obligation to God! 
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• Disaster would fall upon them because they were doing what was evil in 
the sight of God and God’s anger would burn against them because of what 
they had done. 

 
 
 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled Israel’s Future Rebellion.  They have 
been prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at Cornerstone Fellowship, Coatesville 
Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Dr. Jensen and Cornerstone Fellowship.) 

 
 
 

 


