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Deuteronomy 32:48-52 
(This passage is part of the great covenant renewal ceremony which Moses held 
when the Israelites were ready to enter the promised land. The ceremony begins 
in Deuteronomy 29.) 
 
Verses 48-49 
On that same day the LORD told Moses, 49 “Go up into the Abarim Range to 
Mount Nebo in Moab, across from Jericho, and view Canaan, the land I am 
giving the Israelites as their own possession. 

• On the same day that Moses taught the people of Israel to sing the song 
which God had given him (See notes on Deuteronomy 32:1-47) The Lord 
instructed Moses to go to Mount Nebo and to climb to its peak. From 
there, Moses would be allowed to look across the river Jordan and to see 
the land God had promised to Israel. 

 
Verse 50 

There on the mountain that you have climbed you will die and be gathered to 
your people, just as your brother Aaron died on Mount Hor and was gathered to 
his people. 

• There on Mount Nebo, Moses would die. He would be allowed to see into 
the promised land but he would not be allowed to enter it. 

 
Verses 51-52 

 This is because both of you broke faith with me in the presence of the Israelites 
at the waters of Meribah Kadesh in the Desert of Zin and because you did not 
uphold my holiness among the Israelites. 52 Therefore, you will see the land only 
from a distance; you will not enter the land I am giving to the people of Israel.” 

• At Meribah Kadesh, the Israelites had complained about their thirst and 
their lack of water. God sent a rock to them. He told Moses to SPEAK to the 
rock and water would gush from it to resolve the problem.  But Moses was 
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very angry with Israel. So, he STRUCK the rock twice with his rod giving 
vent to his anger but failing to obey the instructions God had given him 
specifically. (See Numbers 20:1-13). Because of his disobedience to God’s 
specifically revealed word, Moses, like all of his generation, was forbidden 
entrance to the promised land. 

• God granted Moses a special measure of grace. He was allowed to see into 
the land before he died. 

 
 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled Moses Denied.  They have been 
prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at Cornerstone Fellowship, Coatesville 
Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Dr. Jensen and Cornerstone Fellowship.) 

 
 
 

 

 
 


