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Deuteronomy 33:1-29 
(There is a major problem with this passage of Scripture in that Israel had twelve 
tribes of which only eleven are blessed by Moses. The tribe of Simeon receives no 
blessing from Moses. The explanation is this. In Genesis 49:1-28, just before his 
death, Jacob called his twelve sons to him to receive his blessing. When Simeon 
and Levi appeared before their father to be blessed. instead of blessing them 
Jacob cursed Simeon and Levi for their hot-headed treatment of the Shechemites 
(See Genesis 34:25-31). Jacob said that Simeon and Levi would be dispersed 
among the tribes, meaning that they would have no regular allotment in the 
promised land. Levi was eventually made the priestly tribe and given no part of the 
land except the sanctuary cities. Simeon was given a portion when Israel entered 
the land. In Joshua 19:9, it is explained that Simeon’s portion of the land was 
taken from that given to the tribe of Judah. By the time of the kings, Simeon had 
apparently abandoned its claim to land within Israel and moved into the Gedor 
Valley (See 1 Chronicles 4:39). The first census was taken when Israel left Egypt. At 
that time, Simeon numbered 59,300 men. By the second census, Simeon numbered 
22,000 men. Simeon lost its place of blessing among the tribes and is not blessed 
by Moses. The tribe of Levi is richly blessed by Moses. Levi reclaimed its honored 
place among the twelve tribes, most likely by repenting of the attitude which 
caused Jacob to curse the tribe, while Simeon never repented of the attitude and 
so never reclaimed its place.)      
 
Verses 1-5 
This is the blessing that Moses the man of God pronounced on the Israelites 
before his death. 2 He said: 
“The LORD came from Sinai 
    and dawned over them from Seir; 
    he shone forth from Mount Paran. 
He came with myriads of holy ones 
    from the south, from his mountain slopes. 
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3 Surely it is you who love the people; 
    all the holy ones are in your hand. 
At your feet they all bow down, 
    and from you receive instruction, 
4 the law that Moses gave us, 
    the possession of the assembly of Jacob. 
5 He was king over Jeshurun 
    when the leaders of the people assembled, 
    along with the tribes of Israel. 

• Before his death, Moses spoke this blessing over the twelve tribes of Israel. 
• Sinai, Seir, and Paran are the mountains which are associated with the 

giving of the law. God descended to these places. According to verse 2, he 
did not come alone but was accompanied by an entourage of angels. This 
would be fitting of God’s splendor and majesty.  

• He came because he loved the people and wanted to establish relationship 
with them. The people of Israel welcomed him and fell at his feet and 
worshipped him. 

• “Jeshurun” means righteous one. It is a term used to refer to Israel. 
 
Verse 6 
 “Let Reuben live and not die, 
    nor his people be few.” 

• In Genesis 49:4, Jacob “blessed” Reuben saying, “You will not excel for you 
went up onto your father’s bed, onto my couch and defiled it.” (See Genesis 
35:21-22) 

• Moses’ blessing of Reuben is short and weak. He prays that Rueben will not 
die as one of Israel’s tribes.  

• The tribe of Reuben always had and still has a place among the tribes of 
Israel. However, its place was/is not distinguished.   

 
Verse 7 
And this he said about Judah: 
“Hear, LORD, the cry of Judah; 
    bring him to his people. 
With his own hands he defends his cause. 
    Oh, be his help against his foes!” 
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• In Genesis 49:10, Jacob said of Judah, “The scepter shall not depart from 
Judah.” King David was from the tribe of Judah. Jesus, the Christ, is 
descended through the tribe of Judah. Judah is, therefore, the most highly 
favored of the tribes of Israel. 

• The name “Judah” means praise. So, Moses prays that God will hear the 
praises from the tribe of Judah and help Judah achieve its full purpose to 
God’s glory. 

 
Verses 8-11 
About Levi he said: 
“Your Thummim and Urim belong 
    to your faithful servant. 
You tested him at Massah; 
    you contended with him at the waters of Meribah. 
9 He said of his father and mother, 
    ‘I have no regard for them.’ 
He did not recognize his brothers 
    or acknowledge his own children, 
but he watched over your word 
    and guarded your covenant. 
10 He teaches your precepts to Jacob 
    and your law to Israel. 
He offers incense before you 
    and whole burnt offerings on your altar. 
11 Bless all his skills, LORD, 
    and be pleased with the work of his hands. 
Strike down those who rise against him, 
    his foes till they rise no more.” 

• The Thummim and the Urim were objects entrusted to the tribe of Levi. 
They were in the High Priest’s care. They were used by the nation of Israel 
to determine the will of the Lord. To be entrusted with these objects was a 
high honor. (See Exodus 38:30) 

• At Massah, the Hebrew word for testing, and Meribah, the Hebrew word 
for quarreling, the children of Israel complained about God and quarreled 
with Moses. (See Exodus 17:7) 
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• When Levi was given the priesthood, it became the tribe’s primary focus. 
The Levites put the duties of their work as God’s priests above their family 
responsibilities to watch over the word of God and guard the covenant. 

• The Levites teach the word of the Lord to the people of Israel and intercede 
for them before the Lord by offering incense, the symbol of ascending 
prayer. 

• Moses asked that the Levites be strengthened and protected in their holy 
office. 

 
Verse 12 
 About Benjamin he said: 
“Let the beloved of the LORD rest secure in him, 
    for he shields him all day long, 
    and the one the LORD loves rests between his shoulders.” 

• The city of Jerusalem was in the territory given to Benjamin. This blessing 
acknowledges the place that Jerusalem will play in Israel’s history and in the 
kingdom of God. It will be the place where God dwells. 

 
Verses 13-17 
 About Joseph he said: 
“May the LORD bless his land 
    with the precious dew from heaven above 
    and with the deep waters that lie below; 
14 with the best the sun brings forth 
    and the finest the moon can yield; 
15 with the choicest gifts of the ancient mountains 
    and the fruitfulness of the everlasting hills; 
16 with the best gifts of the earth and its fullness 
    and the favor of him who dwelt in the burning bush. 
Let all these rest on the head of Joseph, 
    on the brow of the prince among his brothers. 
17 In majesty he is like a firstborn bull; 
    his horns are the horns of a wild ox. 
With them he will gore the nations, 
    even those at the ends of the earth. 
Such are the ten thousands of Ephraim; 
    such are the thousands of Manasseh.” 
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• Joseph was the son of Jacob who was sold into slavery by his brothers. (See 
Genesis 37) It was through Joseph that God blessed the entire nation of 
Israel. (See Genesis 37-50) Joseph endured great hardship, but was used 
greatly by God. Because of his faithfulness to God and his trust in God’s 
plan, Joseph was richly blessed by Moses. His sons, Ephraim and Manasseh 
were each given their own portions of the promised land by Jacob. (See 
Genesis 48.) 

 
Verses 18-19 
 About Zebulun he said: 
“Rejoice, Zebulun, in your going out, 
    and you, Issachar, in your tents. 
19 They will summon peoples to the mountain 
    and there offer the sacrifices of the righteous; 
they will feast on the abundance of the seas, 
    on the treasures hidden in the sand.” 

• The blessing of Zebulun and Issachar is blended together. These two tribes 
shared the region of Galilee as their inheritance. These tribes were 
fishermen by trade. Thus, they enjoyed the “abundance of the sea and the 
hidden treasures of the sand.” 

 
Verses 20-21 
20 About Gad he said: 
“Blessed is he who enlarges Gad’s domain! 
    Gad lives there like a lion, 
    tearing at arm or head. 
21 He chose the best land for himself; 
    the leader’s portion was kept for him. 
When the heads of the people assembled, 
    he carried out the LORD’s righteous will, 
    and his judgments concerning Israel.” 

• Gad was devoted to defending the way of the Lord among the other tribal 
leaders. His defense was like that of a lion.  

 
Verse 22 
22 About Dan he said: 
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“Dan is a lion’s cub, 
    springing out of Bashan.” 

• Being a lion’s cub may not be a good thing. Lion’s cubs often explore that 
which is unsafe. Dan was that kind of tribe. According to Judges 18:30-31, 
the tribe of Dan introduced idolatry to the nation of Israel. When King 
Jeroboam set up the golden calves for Israel, the northern kingdom, to 
worship, he set them up in the territory of Dan. (See 1 Kings 12:26-30) 
According to Amos 8:14, Dan became the center of idol worship in Israel. 
This tribe poked their heads into things best left unexplored. 

• Dan’s inheritance was in the southern part of Israel. But the tribe migrated 
to the northern part of the land, Bashan. Moses’ reference to Bashan as 
Dan’s home could not have been known at the time Moses spoke this 
blessing because Dan did not migrate there for hundreds of years after 
Moses’ death. 

 
Verse 23 
About Naphtali he said: 
“Naphtali is abounding with the favor of the LORD 
    and is full of his blessing; 
    he will inherit southward to the lake.” 

• Naphtali inherited the region where Jesus lived. Therefore, it “abounds in 
favor” and is “full of blessing.” 

 
Verses 24-25 
24 About Asher he said: 
“Most blessed of sons is Asher; 
    let him be favored by his brothers, 
    and let him bathe his feet in oil. 
25 The bolts of your gates will be iron and bronze, 
    and your strength will equal your days. 

• Though last on the list, Asher’s blessing is equal to that of his brothers. He 
will be favored by them. 

 
Verses 26-29 
26 “There is no one like the God of Jeshurun, 
    who rides across the heavens to help you 
    and on the clouds in his majesty. 
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27 The eternal God is your refuge, 
    and underneath are the everlasting arms. 
He will drive out your enemies before you, 
    saying, ‘Destroy them!’ 
28 So Israel will live in safety; 
    Jacob will dwell secure 
in a land of grain and new wine, 
    where the heavens drop dew. 
29 Blessed are you, Israel! 
    Who is like you, 
    a people saved by the LORD? 
He is your shield and helper 
    and your glorious sword. 
Your enemies will cower before you, 
    and you will tread on their heights.” 

• The closing verses praise God, for there is no other god like him. 
• “He rides the heavens” means he watches over Israel. 
• He “is your refuge” means that he keeps Israel safe. He destroys her 

enemies. He provides her with all she needs.  
• Israel is like no other people on earth because she lives in the grace of 

YHWH. By him, she is saved!  
 
 
 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled Moses’ Blessing.  They have been 
prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at Cornerstone Fellowship, Coatesville 
Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Dr. Jensen and Cornerstone Fellowship.) 

 


