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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Natural life came by God’s breath;
Eternal life comes by Christ’s death!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

READ YOUR BIBLE
As summer winds down, let’s continue to receive the blessing of Almighty
God by reading His Word through from beginning to end. May God bless
you more and more as you immerse yourself in His word.
The month of August
1.  Jeremiah 3-4, Psalm 30 16. Jeremiah 44-46, Psalm 44
2.  Jeremiah 5-6, Psalm 31 17. Jeremiah 47-49, Psalm 45
3.  Jeremiah 7-9, Psalm 32 18. Jeremiah 50-51, Psalm 46
4.  Jeremiah 10-12, Psalm 33 19. Jeremiah 52, Psalm 47
5.  Jeremiah 13-15, Psalm 34 20. Lament... 1-2, Psalm 48
6.  Jeremiah 16-18, Psalm 35 21. Lamentations 3, Psalm 49
7.  Jeremiah 19-21, Psalm 36 22. Lament... 4-5, Psalm 50
8.  Jeremiah 22-23, Psalm 37:1-22 23. Ezekiel 1-3, Psalm 51
9.  Jeremiah 24-26, Psalm 37:23-40 24. Ezekiel 4-7, Psalm 52
10. Jeremiah 27-29, Psalm 38 25. Ezekiel 8-11, Psalm 53
11. Jeremiah 30-31, Psalm 39 26. Ezekiel 12-14, Psalm 54
12. Jeremiah 32-33, Psalm 40 27. Ezekiel 15-16, Psalm 55
13. Jeremiah 34-36, Psalm 41 28. Ezekiel 17-19, Psalm 56
14. Jeremiah 37-40, Psalm 42 29. Ezekiel 20-22, Psalm 57
15. Jeremiah 41-43, Psalm 43 30. Ezekiel 23-24, Psalm 58

31. Ezekiel 25-28, Psalm 59

The month of September
1.  Ezekiel 29-30, Psalm 60 16. Hosea 8-11, Psalm 73
2.  Ezekiel 31-32, Psalm 61 17. Hosea 12-14, Psalm 74
3.  Ezekiel 33-35, Psalm 62 18. Joel 1-3, Psalm 75
4.  Ezekiel 36-37, Psalm 63 19. Amos 1-3, Psalm 76
5.  Ezekiel 38-39, Psalm 64 20. Amos 4-6, Psalm 77
6.  Ezekiel 40-42, Psalm 65 21. Amos 7-9, Psalm 78:1-16
7.  Ezekiel 43-45, Psalm 66 22. Obadiah, Psalm 78:17-55
8.  Ezekiel 46-48, Psalm 67 23. Jonah 1-4, Psalm 78:56-72
9.  Daniel 1-3, Psalm 68:1-18 24. Micah 1-4, Psalm 79
10. Daniel 4-6, Psalm 68:19-35 25. Micah 5-7, Psalm 80
11. Daniel 7-8, Psalm 69:1-12 26. Nahum 1-3, Psalm 81
12. Daniel 9-10, Psalm 69:13-36 27. Habakkuk 1-3, Psalm 82
13. Daniel 11-12, Psalm 70 28. Zephaniah 1-3, Psalm 83
14. Hosea 1-3, Psalm 71 29. Haggai 1-2, Psalm 84
15. Hosea 4-7, Psalm 72 30. Zechariah 1-4, Psalm 85

FOLLOWING JESUS, NO MATTER THE COST
Dietrich Bonhoeffer fought the godless faith of Nazi Germany by
means of sermons, lectures and essays, by teaching at a
clandestine seminary, by signing some declarations and refusing
to sign others. He fought with everything he knew the Nazi
domination of the church in Europe prior and during the second
World War. Eighty years ago this year the Confessing Church

movement announced its existence and its beliefs by means of
the Barmen Declaration, which unabashedly pointed out the false
doctrines of the so-called “German Christians” who operated
under Hitler’s influence.

During that time Bonhoeffer wrote The Cost of Discipleship in
which he said “Cheap grace is grace without discipleship, grace
without the cross, grace without Jesus Christ, living and
incarnate. Costly grace is the treasure hidden in the field; for the
sake of it a man will gladly go and sell all that he has... Such
grace is costly because it calls us to follow, and it is grace
because it calls us to follow, and it is grace because it calls us to
follow Jesus Christ. It is costly because it costs a man his life,
and it is grace because it gives a man the only true life.”

Bonhoeffer was betrayed by a friend, which led to his arrest,
incarceration in prison & concentration camps and ultimately his
death. He had long known that his actions might bring death and
he had determined that he must obey God rather than man, no
matter what. During his time in prison, he continued to write
letters and other materials that, during the early months of his
imprisonment, friendly guards smuggled out.

He also comforted and ministered to his fellow prisoners. Hours
before his execution, he led a worship service fo a group of them.
His text for the day: “With His stripes we are healed.”

As the service concluded, two men entered the room and
ordered Bonhoeffer to come with them. His time had come, and
everyone knew it. He pulled aside his friend and fellow prisoner
Payne Best and said: “This is the end, but for me it is the
beginning of life.”

He was going to his death, but he knew that following Jesus was
worth it. Worth any sacrifice, any suffering.

If we answer the call to discipleship, where will it lead us? What
decisions and partings will it demand?  To answer this question
we have to go to the Lord, for only He knows the answer. Only
Jesus Christ, who bids us follow Him, knows the journey’s end.
But we do know that it will be a road of boundless mercy.
Discipleship means joy.

Whether we like it or not – trials are coming for the Church of
Jesus Christ, even in America. It has already begun! Who is on
the Lord’s side? Who will serve the King? It is a question we
each must answer. Will the Lord find YOU faithful to Him or
compromised to the godless culture and  world?
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BE A NON-CONFORMIST
Dare to buck the tide of culture – by Billy Graham
“When Rome was at the height of her glory and power, there
appeared a disturbing sect called Christians. Because of a fire
that burned within them, these people dared to be different.

In an era when immorality, lavishness and luxury were stylish,
Christians refused to be defiled by the sensual practices of a
disintegrating civilization. In a period when human life was
cheap, they put a high value upon human beings, their souls and
their destinies.

These Christians refused to be absorbed into the godless society
of Rome. They had not heard of the rule that we hear today:
“When in Rome, do as the Romans do.” The Roman high tribunal
initiated a drive to stamp out Christianity as a disturber of pagan
unity.

The Romans had a false notion that a person’s conscience could
be controlled by law, so they made it illegal to be different. All
had to bow to Caesar. All had to conform to pagan custom. All
had to behave like true Romans.

Nonconformists were threatened with death, and many chose
death rather than to conform to Rome and to compromise their
consciences.

A Roman Christian named Paul took up his pen and wrote a
word for all Christians of all times: “Do not be conformed to this
world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you
may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of
God” (Romans 12:2).

Times have changed, but human nature has not. The pagan
world is still trying to put its stamp of conformity on every follower
of Jesus Christ. Every possible pressure is being brought to bear
upon Christians to make them conform to the standards of the
world.

The Apostle Paul urges Christians everywhere in all ages to be
nonconformists as far as the world system is concerned. A true
Christian, living an obedient life, is a constant rebuke to those
who accept the immoral or amoral standards of this world.

In our desire to make Christ known and to increase the influence
of the church, we are prone to think that Christians and the
church can be made popular with the unbelieving world. This is
a grave mistake. Christ crucified is anathema to Satan, and the
message of the Gospel is still a stumbling block and foolishness
to the world. Our Lord warned His disciples, “If the world hates
you, you know that it hated Me before it hated you” (John 15:18).
The Apostle John wrote, “Do not marvel, my brethren, if the world
hates you” (1 John 3:13)

Christians may be shown a grudging respect at times, but if we
are faithful to Christ, we will surely incur the wrath of the world.
“Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer
persecution,” says the Scripture (2 Timothy 3:12).

The Scripture teaches that popularity with the world means
death. Satan’s most effective tools are conformity and
compromise. He is aware that one man standing in the midst of
a pagan people declaring,”I am not ashamed of the gospel of
Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who
believes”(Romans 1:16), can move more people in the direction
of God than thousands of insipid professors of religion.

We often ask ourselves, “How could the early disciples turn the
world upside down when millions of Christians can’t even keep
it right side up today?” The answer is simple. They didn’t conform
their faith to the world. They had the truth, and they refused to
water it down. They held a faith that would not compromise.

Because they dared to buck the tide of public opinion and be
different, because they dared to believe when other people
doubted, because they were willing to risk their lives for what
they stood for, because they chose death rather than to live an
empty life, the world took notice of what motivated these men
and women. In due time, they turned the philosophical and
religious world upside down.

The words of Paul, “Do not be conformed to this world,” have
tremendous significance and meaning for us today. These words
cut like a sharp sword across our way of life. They are not
comfortable words. They have the tone of the battle call in them.
They separate the weak from the strong. But they are words of
inspiration, and we need to hear them today.

First, we must not be conformed to this world mentally. The
world – by its advertisements, its conversation and its philosophy
– is engaged in a gigantic brainwashing task. Much
entertainment is slanted to those who feed on violence, sex and
lawlessness. It seems that some diabolic mastermind is running
the affairs of this world and that his chief objective is to
brainwash Christians and to get them to conform to this world.
The world’s sewage system threatens to contaminate the
Christian’s thought. Satan will contest every hour you spend in
Bible reading or prayer.

However, above the din we can hear the voice of Scripture: “Let
this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus” (Philippians
2:5). And: “Be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that
you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will
of God” (Romans 12:2).

Second, we must not conform to the world physically. These
bodies of ours are intended to be temples of the Holy Spirit of
God. We are not to prostrate them before the temples of Baal.
We are to present them wholly to God as a “living sacrifice.” Our
dress, our posture and our actions should all be for the honor
and glory of Christ.

Third, we must not conform to the world socially. The world
attempts to absorb us into its secular society and to conform us
to its earthly image, but Christ urges us not to conform. Clearly
He says of those who believe in Him, “They are not of the world,
just as I am not of the world” (John 17:16).

Jesus dined with publicans and sinners, but He did not allow the
social group to conform Him to its ways. He seized every
opportunity to present a spiritual truth and to lead souls from
death to life. Our social contacts should not only be pleasant,
they should be opportunities to share our faith with those who do
not yet know Christ.

Fourth, we must not conform to the world spiritually. We are not
to be conformed to the world’s definition of what it means to be
religious, but we are to make sure we have met God’s
requirements for discipleship.

No nation was ever more religious than Israel in the Prophet
Isaiah’s day. The Temple was filled. The altar ran red with the
blood of sacrifice. The religious festivals were strictly observed,
and the voice of prayer was heard in the house of God. But there
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was a lack of true devotion in Israel’s worship. The nation was
deteriorating morally. Speaking as God commanded, Isaiah said,
“Bring no more futile sacrifices; Incense is an abomination to Me.
The New Moons, the Sabbaths, and the calling of assemblies –
I cannot endure iniquity and the sacred meeting” (Isaiah 1:13).

Then Isaiah told them how they could be cleansed from their sin.
He said: “Wash yourselves, make yourselves clean; Put away
the evil of your doings from before My eyes. Cease to do evil...
‘Come now, and let us reason together,’ says the Lord. ‘Though
your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though
they are red like crimson, they shall be as wool’” (Isaiah 1:16,
18).

There are thousands of people who do not give themselves to
Jesus Christ because they have conformed to the world. They
are afraid of being called fanatic, pious, puritanical or religious.
A true Christian, however, is a nonconformist.

Christians everywhere need to become committed followers of
Jesus Christ – not conformed to the world, but conformed daily
to the image of Jesus Christ. How do you measure up?”

GOD IS OUR HOPE
by Alex McFarland – reprinted from Decision May 2014

“It wasn’t science or philosophy that led me to reject belief in
God. My atheism started as an emotional decision.”

Those were surprisingly honest words from the skeptic I was
interviewing. He told the heart-wrenching story of how someone
he deeply cared about was long ago paralyzed in an automobile
accident. My heart was heavy as he said, “If anyone deserved to
be healed, she did.”

Beneath academic-sounding arguments, this atheist, as with
many skeptics, was struggling with pain and unanswered
questions. Near the end of our interview, he confessed: “I
decided that if God didn’t heal her, I would walk away from God,
and I did.”

Humans struggle to understand why evil exists in the world. From
school shootings to natural disasters, people ask: “Why?”
“Where is God?” “Could He have prevented this?” “Does He
care?”

These questions are not new.

People in Jesus’ time wanted to know why a certain man was
born blind (John 9) and why lives were lost through a tragic
disaster (Luke 13). Should we conclude that sinners were getting
their “just deserts”? Or that God isn’t as faithful as we first
thought?

As limited, finite beings, we cannot fully know why something
might have happened or why seemingly innocent people suffer.
However, assurance, meaning and hope come from reflecting on
what humans do know about God and this world. In the
Scriptures, God revealed that His original creation was perfect,
but human rebellion introduced sin and a fallen state (Genesis
1:31-4:24). This moral evil resulted in natural calamities, and the
ripple effect of man’s choices continues to reverberate
throughout a prodigal planet.

Hope would be scarce if the story ended there. Thankfully, we
have reason to trust God’s promise that He will one day “make
all things new” (Revelation 21:5). Divine love, forgiveness,
healing and even victory over death are not pious platitudes but

realities promised by both the Bible and Jesus.

Skeptics point to the moral evil and sufferings of this life as proof
that there is no God. Yet without God, how can we arrive at the
concept of moral evil? If God doesn’t exist, what is our basis for
thinking anything is good or evil? Far from disproving God, things
like pain, suffering and human sin illustrate the world’s absolute
need for a Savior. Indeed, the Christian world-view is the only
world-view that offers true hope in suffering.

Christians do not deny the realities of evil and tragedy, but we
have the confidence that God is our hope and that He can bring
good from the severest of trials. Like Jesus, we weep with those
who weep (John 11:35, Romans 12:15) and long for the day
when evil will be quarantined, tragedy eliminated and this world
restored.

Far from disproving God, things like pain, suffering and human
sin illustrate the world’s absolute need for a Savior.

DOES THE BIBLE HAVE TO BE ERROR FREE 
TO PROVE CHRISTIANITY TRUE?

(excerpted from afaJournal June 2018) --Frank Turek

“Is Christianity true just because the inerrant Bible says it is? No!
Christianity would still be true even if the Bible were never
written. Let me explain.

It’s a common belief prevalent among some Christians today that
what we know about Christianity depends on an inerrant Bible.
Sure, we know that there are several non-Christian writers from
the ancient world that make brief references to the first-century
events and the beliefs of the early Christians, corroborating what
we read in the New Testament. We also know that there is an
increasing number of archaeological findings that support
characters and events in the Christian storyline.

But some of us erroneously think that Christian beliefs cannot be
sustained unless the Bible is without error.

Although I think there are good reasons to believe in an inerrant
Bible, inerrancy is an unnecessarily high standard by which to
establish the central event in Christianity – the resurrection of
Jesus of Nazareth. Christianity hinges on that historical event. If
Christ rose from the dead, then, game over, Christianity is true.

But you don’t need inerrant sources to establish that the
resurrection actually happened, or any other historical event for
that matter. For example, if you found an error in the stat line of
a football game, should you assume that every game, story, and
stat line in the newspaper was a complete fabrication? Of course
not! Then why do some people do that with the New Testament?

They assume that because they are confusing the fact of the
resurrection with the reports of the resurrection. Conflicting
reports of a historical event are evidence that the event actually
occurred, not the reverse. In other words, to return to our sports
analogy, the only reason there is an error in the stat line to begin
with, is that the game was actually played, and someone tried to
report on that game. Neither the stat line nor the error would exist
unless the game had actually been played. After all, who reports
on a game that didn’t actually take place?

The same is true with the New Testament documents and the
resurrection. Even if one were to find an error or disagreement
between the multiple accounts of the resurrection story, the very
fact that there are several eyewitness accounts shows that
something dramatic actually happened in history.
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So, Christianity isn’t true just because the Bible says it’s true.
Christianity is true because an event occurred. True, we wouldn’t
know much about Christianity if the reports of the resurrection
had never been written, but the resurrection preceded the reports
of it.

Contrary to what some skeptic may think, the New Testament
writers didn’t create the resurrection. The resurrection gave us
the New Testament documents! There would be no New
Testament unless the resurrection had occurred. Observant
Jews would never have invented that.

This is why the foundational beliefs of Christianity... are true,
even if the reports have some errors. Getting details wrong in
reporting the resurrection doesn’t change the larger point that the
resurrection actually happened. In fact, if all the accounts agreed
on every detail, we’d rightly assume they colluded. Actual
eyewitnesses never describe the same historical event in the
same way.

For example, survivors of the Titanic disagreed how the ship
sank. Some say it broke in two and then sank. Others say they
thought it went down whole. Does that disagreement mean that
we shouldn’t believe the Titanic sank? Of course not! They all
agree on that! They were just viewing the same historical event
from different vantage points.

The historical documents we’ve collected and put into one
binding we call the New Testament are just what the name
implies. They are testaments or reports of what honorable
people witnessed and had no motive to invent.

THE BIBLE IS INERRANT, but you don’t need to go that far to
show that Christianity is true.”

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
R.C. Sproul once said, “We do not segment our lives, giving some
time to God, some to our business or schooling, while keeping parts

to ourselves. The idea is to live ALL of our lives in the presence of
God, under the authority of God, and for the honor and glory of God.

That is what the Christian life is all about.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

FAITH THAT PERSEVERES
Life can be difficult. Christians DO NOT escape the problems of
this life, for it rains upon the just and the unjust, as the Bible
says. And yet it is our conviction that we worship a holy and
righteous God. How are we to view God when the difficulties of
life abound? 

Believers throughout the ages have had to struggle with the
problems of sin and evil and the power of a loving, holy God.
Why doesn’t God blast sin and evil from this earth? Why do
those who love this saving God have to suffer the problems of
this world just like everybody else? What’s wrong?

Such questions haunt us all at some point in our faith walk with
God. Our Lord knew that questions like these would come as his
disciples faced life’s difficulties and yet tried to remain faithful in
their faith pilgrimage. The parable related in Luke 18:1-8 was
designed by our Lord to address such a problem.

This parable of the unjust judge is a “parable of contrast.” What
do I mean by that? In this parable certain features are portrayed
which are in sharp contrast with other features. This story
technique is used to bring home in a powerful way an important

truth about God’s ways.

The unjust judge stands in sharp contrast to the God we serve.
This judge has no respect for the laws of God and pays no
attention to the opinions and interests of others. However, God
is completely holy and just in everything. The God we worship
seeks the highest well-being for those that call upon the divine
name in prayer.

The poor widow stands in sharp contrast to the true disciples of
God. She continually goes to plead with the unjust judge. She
wants him to rectify an injustice done to her by a certain person.
Our task as Christ’s followers is to be faithful in prayer in difficult
times. When times remain difficult and there seems to be no way
out, it is easy to become discouraged. Jesus’ teaching goes
beyond that of his Jewish contemporaries. They tended to limit
the times of prayer lest they make God weary. Three times a day
was generally accepted as the maximum. BUT, we can go in
prayer to God as often as we feel the need. We can go in the
confidence of God’s goodness rather than going with the idea
that God must be pleaded with because this God is unjust and
deaf to our needs and concerns. 

In the eyes of the unjust judge this poor widow is an unknown
without influence or bribe. He sees her as a troublesome,
persistent person in whom he need take no interest. Her fate and
her problem are of no concern to him. But the followers of Jesus
are well known to God and loved by God. This caring one takes
the keenest interest in us. God in Jesus Christ cares about our
problems and our fate.

Although the judge was apathetic and unjust, and although the
widow was a troublesome stranger in his eyes, he nevertheless
finally decides to vindicate her case. He does not justify her
because his attitude has changed toward her and her situation.
He justifies her because he is afraid that she will pester him to
death. He is afraid that through her persistence she will deprive
him of all peace and comfort. This poor widow has used the only
weapon she has to obtain justice from this unjust judge. That
weapon is her persistence. She eventually wore the judge down
through its use.

The result of our being constant in prayer in difficult times stands
in sharp contrast to the result of this parable. The unjust judge
grants the request of this persistent, troublesome woman in order
to get her off his back. Our heavenly Judge, who is complete in
love and righteousness, will act on our behalf because God loves
us. The Eternal One is long-suffering with us when we disobey
and forgives our sins when we repent. God answers our prayers
despite our sinful condition.

God is faithful and just. Within divine providence this caring God
will act on our behalf. As the faithful of God we should persevere
in prayer when life is difficult. The point of this parable is this: If,
in the end, an unjust and greedy judge can be worn down to the
point of giving a poor widow justice, how much more will a loving,
caring God give to Jesus’ followers what they need?

Our task is to persevere in faith by being constant in prayer.
When life is difficult, may God help each of us to be faithful in
prayer and in trusting the divine will.

DON’T FORGET! PLAN TO BE HERE!
SOULED OUT 2018 - Saturday, September 8

2pm until dusk (concerts, prayer, games, food,
fellowship) Are you ready for a glorious day!?!


