
1 
 

Exegetical Notes, Acts 1:12-26 
“Show Us” 

Prepared by Charles H. Jensen, Pastor, Cornerstone Fellowship 
101 Kylies Road, Coatesville, PA 19320 

610-384-1375 
charleshjensen@aol.com 

 
 

Acts 1:12-26 
 
Verses 12-14 
Then the apostles returned to Jerusalem from the hill called the Mount of Olives, 
a Sabbath day’s walk from the city. 13 When they arrived, they went upstairs to 
the room where they were staying. Those present were Peter, John, James and 
Andrew; Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew; James son of Alphaeus 
and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. 14 They all joined together 
constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and 
with his brothers. 

• Before his ascension, Jesus had instructed his Apostles not to leave 
Jerusalem until they were baptized with the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:4-5). So, 
after his ascension, the disciples returned to the room where they were 
staying to await Jesus. 

• The Mount of Olives was a short walk from that room, less than ¼ of a mile. 
• The Apostles were all present in that room except Judas Iscariot. 
• With the women who followed Jesus, his mother, and his natural brothers 

they spent their time praying. 
 
Verses 15-20 
15 In those days Peter stood up among the believers (a group numbering about a 
hundred and twenty) 16 and said, “Brothers and sisters, the Scripture had to be 
fulfilled in which the Holy Spirit spoke long ago through David concerning Judas, 
who served as guide for those who arrested Jesus. 17 He was one of our number 
and shared in our ministry.” 
18 (With the payment he received for his wickedness, Judas bought a field; there 
he fell headlong, his body burst open and all his intestines spilled out. 
19 Everyone in Jerusalem heard about this, so they called that field in their 
language Akeldama, that is, Field of Blood.) 
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20 “For,” said Peter, “it is written in the Book of Psalms: 
“‘May his place be deserted; 
    let there be no one to dwell in it,’ 
and, 
“‘May another take his place of leadership.”[ 

• As they were waiting in the upper room, Peter suggested to the group 
which had gathered that Judas acted as he did in fulfilment of the 
Scriptures. It is believed that his reference was Psalm 69:25 and/or Psalm 
109:8. These verses do not specifically reference the betrayal of the 
Messiah but they do establish a precedent for what should happen when a 
man abandons his service to YHWH. He should be replaced by one who is 
faithful to his calling. Peter uses these Old Testament references to make 
his point that someone must be chosen to replace Judas. 

• Peter also introduces material about Judas which some have thought 
contradict what the Gospels say about Judas’ death. According to the 
Gospels, Judas hung himself. Peter says that the money given to Judas to 
betray Jesus was used to buy a field. The Gospels say that Judas returned 
the money to the priests, but they could not have taken it back as it was 
“blood money.” Either Judas directly, or they in Judas’ name, bought the 
field with that money. If Judas bought the field himself, he later hung 
himself there. If the priests bought it, they probably bought it after Judas 
hung himself in it. As no one went to that place, Judas hung there until his 
neck gave way. He then fell to the ground and his bloated body broke open 
spilling his intestines onto the ground. 

 
Verses 21-26 
Therefore it is necessary to choose one of the men who have been with us the 
whole time the Lord Jesus was living among us, 22 beginning from John’s baptism 
to the time when Jesus was taken up from us. For one of these must become a 
witness with us of his resurrection.” 
23 So they nominated two men: Joseph called Barsabbas (also known as Justus) 
and Matthias. 24 Then they prayed, “Lord, you know everyone’s heart. Show us 
which of these two you have chosen 25 to take over this apostolic ministry, which 
Judas left to go where he belongs.” 26 Then they cast lots, and the lot fell to 
Matthias; so he was added to the eleven apostles. 

• Peter’s argument was accepted by the Church (About 120 souls strong at 
that time, see Acts 2:15).  
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• Two men were nominated to take Judas’ place among the twelve, Joseph 
(who was also known among the believers as Barsabbas or Justus) and 
Matthias. Their qualification was that they had been part of the group who 
followed Jesus from the time of his baptism by John until his ascension. 
They needed to be personally committed and to know the entire story. 

• After the names were put into nomination they prayed, asking God to show 
them which one should take Judas’ place. They then “cast lots” to see 
which one God had picked. (most likely they wrote each man’s name on a 
stone, put the two stones side by side in a pot, then the pot was turned 
upside down slowly. The first stone which slid out of the pot was 
considered the man God had chosen.) 

• Matthias was chosen and became one of the Apostles. 
 
 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled Show Us.  They have been prepared by 
the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at Cornerstone Fellowship, Coatesville Pennsylvania. All 
rights are reserved by Dr. Jensen and Cornerstone Fellowship.) 

 


